THE NEUROSIS OF PATRIARCHY OR THE DEITY COMPLEX 
Claude Paquet 


" Couldn't we then imagine that humanity is also a disease for some higher 
organism (the earth, the universe) that we fail to grasp as a whole, and in which 
it does not find the condition, the necessity and meaning of its existence? To 
seek to destroy this organism and to be obliged to destroy it as it develops, just 
as the microbial species aspires to destroy the human individual suffering from 
a disease (cancer). 


(...) In this sense, it is perhaps permissible to interpret the history of humanity 
as an eternal struggle against the divine which, despite its resistance, is 
gradually, and by necessity, destroyed by the human. (Jean Baudrillard, 
Figures of Otherness, p. 148-149, 1994) 


THE RESEACH OF POWER 

At least since Neanderthal man, we know that sacred rituals were instituted to 
celebrate a fetish animal, the best known being the cave bear, the most feared 
because the most powerful . Periodically, the cave bear was hunted, killed, 
decapitated and eaten during these ceremonies. Regularly, God, in this case 
the bear, was sacrificed so that man could draw power from it. Such is the 
meaning of the Eucharist still today: the desire for deity, the will to acquire the 
power of God through communion. It should be noted that man, in addition to 
killing God, appropriated the bear cave for his domestic or ritual use. 


Intimately linked to the psychic world of the unconscious, the death of the 
animal-god is ritualized in mythical acts in order to appease the anxieties linked 
to death. Among these mythical acts, the ritual meal (the Last Supper), where 


the flesh and blood of the totemic animal (Eucharist) are shared, allows Homo 
erectus to participate in the "divine" nature of the Bear, to channel the impulse 
of deadly aggressiveness towards life: they too had to die, but by sublimating 
the Bear-totem, they were associated with its life and by eating the flesh, 
drinking the blood of the deceased animal, the Bear mythical could thus be 
reborn, resuscitate in a new and immortal life by the eternal repetition of the 
ritual. The ritual becomes cult: “the conviction that a new life arises only through 
sacrificial death” (M. Eliade, History of Religious Beliefs and Ideas, Payot, 1978, 
p. 327). 


One thing is undeniable, the Paleolithic cave is a structure imposed on nature, 
a reflection of the power of the spirit. It is the matrix, where the spiritual life 
expresses itself. It is curious that rock art, the art that expresses itself in 
darkness, is also that which allows the passage of interior light which opens the 
passage of the soul. It is a place of passage from earth to heaven where the 
spirit of man meets his totem, his God. At the psychological level, it is the place 
of individuation through initiation where the ego organizes itself and reaches 
maturity; a new relationship is established between the individual and his 
community, the adult acquires his personality there. 


Now divided, the newly initiated process of individuation cannot be realized 
without the awareness of the other (otherness). The man and the woman will 
learn to know each other, to discover their respective place in the great 
chessboard of nature, mainly in the knowledge of their sexuality. Notions like 
progenitor, fecundity, are revealed. In short, the ancestral unity of man and 
woman, the fusion of origins, having as a biological model the unicellular which 
becomes more complex by dividing (binary), accomplishes the same complex 
journey, this time, by consciousness, knowledge. This is the constant of 
evolution, the more life progresses, the more it becomes complex. Men and 
women discover different but complementary roles in sexuality. 


The cave, this archaic temple will be invested by the animus and will serve 
strictly for the representation, for the masculine conception of the Universe and 
for the celebration of the rituals which are attached to it such as the initiation of 
adolescents into hunting, as a passage from the protective feminine world to 
the adventurous masculine world of hunting where the adolescent-turned-man 
acquires his first weapon, a sign of power. It will be the favorite place for ritual 
dances and shamanistic ecstasies. According to Leroi-Gourhan, it is the 
diffusion by contact of the same ideological system, in particular that which 
marks the “religion of the caves”. The ideology and the "religion " of the 
patriarchy have found their "church", their "mosque", their "synagogue". (The 
religions of prehistory, p. 84). 


Inside the sacred cave, the language reaches an incredible magico-religious 
power thanks to the natural drugs of which certain shamans know the power. 
The pre-ecstatic shamanistic lyrics (poetry) suggest the vision of a mysterious 
world where the soul travels and encounters other spirits (And the Word 
became flesh - mantra). Shamanist poetry is transcendence, that is its strength: 
man can leave his earthly space, detach himself from nature. It is through 
poetry that man finally pierces the mystery of the transcendence initially 


observed with the fire and the smoke rising towards the heavens. Thanks to the 
poetic word, the body enters into ecstasy, a sort of internal combustion such 
(trance) that the spirit, acquiring the properties of fire, can finally soar towards 
the Very High. Since the forces of the anima are earthly, the Gods of the male 
animus will henceforth inhabit the sky, the realm of the Spirit. 


Little represented symbolically in the parietal drawing (cave art), the woman is 
also physically excluded. Chased away, the expression of the anima will find 
refuge in the domestic space (queen of the hearth) in a place arranged 
(decoration) for this purpose and the statuette (doll) will be its mode of 
representation. 


“they (statuettes) come from the living levels, therefore seem to be related to 
the domestic religion. (...) It is the merit of Leroi-Gourhan to have highlighted 
the central function of the masculine/feminine polarity in Palaeolithic art, ie cave 
paintings and reliefs/statuettes and stone plaques’. (Eliade, 1973, p. 31) 


So the time has come to try to understand why the woman is driven out of the 
cave? On what, this exclusion may well be based. So let's go back to the world 
of hunting, because it is hunting as the only reference that man “builds ” his 
universe. For a long time now, the archaic hunter has acquired the conviction 
that he possesses the forces of death because he controls the blood of the 
animal. It is through his intervention that the blood flows from the animal, hence 
his death. Its superiority over the animal therefore comes from the fact that man 
actually controls the flow of the blood of “others ” and that he especially has 
control over his own blood. 


However, we saw it previously: blood is sacred. For the Homo sapiens hunter, 
blood flows from the woman's vulva like bleeding from the animal's wound 
associated with death. A bleeding vulva is death; confirmed by biology, the 
menstrual woman is infertile. The loss of blood in women is understood by men 
as an “impure act ” which discredits her as a “belt” for the transmission of the 
sacred through rituals. Women are excluded from the “priesthood ”. 


“It is because woman and as woman, that is to say as the second sex, the sex 
of nature, that woman is excluded from the priestly function. (...) The body of 
women, more precisely their blood, seems, in a more or less conscious and 
explicit way, the major reason for refusing them access to the sacrament of 
orders and to the priestly function”. (Veillette, Women and religions, p. 311, 
1995) 


But then why also exclude her as a participant in the assembly? Why the 
chasing of the parietal “church ”, where the spiritual Life is celebrated? Although 
the sacred character of woman is recognized because of her transmission of 
natural and earthly life , her "impurity " has made her ineligible for celebrations 
of spiritual life . But still why! For God Sake! Precisely because of him, God the 
Father (large collective totems are almost always male animals). Impure blood 
= being impure = impure act = incest 


“In a masculine society and culture, legitimized by a masculine God, “the refusal 
of which the woman is victim, undoubtedly takes on a sexual character”, 
Prohibition of “communion with” one's own father. Prohibition to celebrate and 
commemorate one's own father. The incest taboo is thus present at the very 
heart of social and religious organizations. (Veillette (Santerre), Women and 
Religions, p. 311) 


It is therefore major upheavals that are announced at the level of spirituality and 
artistic expression. Human images multiply. In fact, we are witnessing a real 
transformation of the sacred where superhuman forces take the form of man. 
The individual now tends to control his destiny through representations of his 
own image. All nature, wild and mystical, is within reach of its action; man is 
free. Man, from the Mesolithic period (10 to 15 thousand years ago) is resolutely 
committed to transforming the world. The earth, a feminine, maternal symbol, 
falls into the camp of the masculine; the sacred statuettes of the woman- genitor 
have a new competitor who further weakens the symbolism of Mother Earth: 
the male statuette makes its appearance and will be the object of a new ritual: 
the ceremony of sanctification (mass) of one's own image . Man thus fully 
assumes his driving role in the unfolding and transformation of the mystical 
world and of nature. This is the birth of patriarchy. 


Sacred art takes an equally revolutionary turn: man begins to want to create 
God in his image. 


“They (the overmoulded skulls) carry the restitutions of the flesh and hair in 
plaster and clay, the gaze being represented by shells encrusted in the eye 
sockets. (...) The sacred image is borrowed from the human register based on 
its own anatomical remains and transformed into a “work of art” by the addition 
of materials” Otte, 1993, p.84) 


If the essence of Christianity is the Incarnation of God in man, one can think 
backwards that the Neolithic religion is that of the Incarnation of man in God. 


On the other hand, since this sacred art was associated with ancestor worship, 
one can imagine that it was a reconstruction of the deceased. For the first time, 
man seeks to recreate an entity solely through his dexterity or skill in the 
"scholarly " manipulation of his own anatomical remains. Man begins to taste 
the joys of demiurgic creation. 


If the Gods take the symbolic image of man, what becomes of woman? The 
discovery of cereal growing (grass) and vegetable growing (tubers) brought with 
it a prodigious upheaval in spiritual values. A new sacred myth is taking shape 
which expresses the intrinsic relationship between woman/nature and 
vegetation resulting from a primitive, almost innate act, performed by women 
for ages: the burial of the placenta (waters of the origins) which becomes a 
ritual. fertility of Mother Earth. By this gesture, the woman replaces the divinity 
by possessing a sacred biological power which gives birth to plants, the tubers 
buried in the ground. The meaning of the myth is obvious: food plants are 
sacred since they come from the body of the deified woman. In nourishing 
himself, man eats a divine substance. 


As we can see, this new feminine rite is juxtaposed with the “old one ”, that of 
the marrow of the bones and of the skull associated with the Paleolithic male 
hunter. We can speak here of a deep "existential " crisis. 


“The woman and the feminine sacredness are promoted to the forefront. Since 
women have played a decisive role in the domestication of plants, they become 
the owners of cultivated fields, which enhances their social position and creates 
characteristic institutions, such as, for example, matrilocation, the husband 
being obliged to live in the house. of his wife. The fertility of the earth is linked 
to female fertility; therefore women become responsible for the abundance of 
harvests, because they know the “mystery ” of creation. It is a religious mystery, 
because it governs the origin of life, food and death. (...) Certainly the feminine 
and maternal sacredness was not ignored in the Paleolithic, but the discovery 
of agriculture significantly increases its power, The sacredness of sexuality, first 
and foremost of female sexuality, merges with the miraculous enigma of 
creation. (...) A complex symbolism, of anthropo-cosmic structure, associates 
woman and sexuality with lunar rhythms, with the Earth (assimilated to the 
womb) and with what must be called the "mystery" of vegetation. Mystery which 
calls for the "death " of the seed in order to assure it a new birth, all the more 
marvelous in that it results in an astonishing multiplication. The assimilation of 
human existence to vegetative life is expressed by images and metaphors 
borrowed from the vegetal drama (life like the flower of the field, etc.). This 
imagery has nourished poetry and philosophical reflection for millennia, and it 
still remains “true ” for contemporary man”. (M. Eliade, op., cit. p.51-52). 


Who says fertility, says motherhood, several statuettes indeed idealize the 
maternal curves: the worship of the mother-begettress is widespread and well 
established by the sacred statuettes... at home, in the hearth. 


The female statuary becomes, by the very fact, more faithful to its image but 
remains always associated with motherhood, with nature. But curiously, it is at 
this time that the woman/snake statuette appears where the latter is embedded 
in the female face. This association is quite "logical " when we know that 
cultivated fields serve as ecological niches for several varieties of snakes that 


feed on small rodents and reproduce there. In all civilisations, the snake is a 
mythical ancestor who founded societies because it is associated with female 
fertility. 


To counterbalance these agrarian forces, the nomadic pastoralists will build 
their own symbols mainly centered on power by adopting the wild bull as a 
spiritual emblem. ( Not to be confused with the domesticated ox, agrarian 
symbol). For them, it is the abundant semen of the bull that fertilizes the earth. 
The bull is indeed a primordial animal, which we find in the art of the caves of 
the Paleolithic, associated with the creative force. 


An equally revealing change at the level of the sacred space, we pass from 
shadow to light; from the cave to the temple. In fact, it was during the Early 
European Neolithic that an area with well-defined specialized functions 
appeared in the space of the village. This temple confirms that religious 
authority is now present and that it is part of a convergence of power and the 
sacred. We are at the beginning of the city. The animist beliefs of hunters fade 
to make way for new religions. The liturgical masks, mainly in the heads of 
birds, give importance to the eyes, passage of the gaze, intelligence and 
mystical force. Statuettes and masks are grouped together on a kind of altar at 
the back of the Temple. Another effect on the sacred, the appearance of 
sacerdotal functions reserved for a male elite (priesthood) who henceforth will 
be busy thinking about the destinies of the community. And fact attested by 
recent archaeological discoveries, the woman, in spite of her force acquired in 
the symbolism of the agrarian world, is always absent from the general 
iconography of the “European ” Temple. (Eliad, 1976). This is not the case in 
India, Asia, Africa and pre-Columbian America where matriarchy is more 
widespread due to the predominance of agriculture over hunting. 


Locked in the private sphere, the woman is responsible for the physical and 
emotional load of the members of the group. His domestic tasks because 
"natural " are unquantified, unmeasured, unassessed and therefore unpaid. 
Dispossessed of its production, it is therefore kept away from social and political 
power. Women become loyal devoted guardians, transmission belts through 
the education of cultural values that they do not determine. 


But even more, this victory over the anima carries with it the “true original sin” 
of humanity, the germ of all repressions: the logic of domination which goes 
from sexism to totalitarianism. Affirmation confirmed by the work of the 
Frankfurt School (Adorno, Marcuse, Horkheimer, Benjamin, Habernas) 
including Dialectics of Reason (1945) where we learn "that the crisis of modern 
civilization does not stem primarily from capitalist domination. Our world rocked 
the day when man undertook to dominate nature” and | to add, dominate nature 
and woman. 


Because it is important to note that it is the appropriation of the sacred domain 
and therefore of religious rites and also of art by the brotherhood of priests and 
shamans independently of a male or female god which determines the ideology 
of social power and politics and propagates it from generation to generation. So 
much so that a so-called matriarchal society which venerates the Great 


Goddess nevertheless conveys the masculine ideology of social relations 
because men have appropriated the manifestation of the myth through 
celebration and the control of rituals. 


If at the origins of shamanism, man identified himself with the animal, he took 
on its attributes through disguise, we quickly realize that the disguise of the 
shaman is rapidly evolving towards female representation. Wearing feminine 
costumes where breasts were drawn on them, the shaman appropriates the 
attributes of the woman to better eliminate her from the celebrations. The 
female personification of the shaman/transvestite makes it possible to better 
communicate with the gods. It is no coincidence that women have always been 
invested with the power to fathom the will of the gods and communicate with 
them, like the Sibyl among the Greeks (Jung) and “ fortune teller” of today. 
today. 


We can clearly see that it is the religious institution controlled by the man that 
has propagated the inequalities between men and women throughout the social 
and political fabric; what Montaigne describes as “the gross imposture of 
religions.” The clergy forms the most drastic men's society towards women. 


At the end of the Neolithic, everything is now in its place: nature is more and 
more submissive, the cult of the dead and of fertility are well established, the 
agrarian Gods and Goddesses rub shoulders with the deified icons of the 
Paleolithic hunter and the nomadic shepherd. , beliefs and rituals are celebrated 
at the Temple decorated by male artists under the supervision of male "priests 
"with a cosmology featuring the symbol of the village as the "Center of the 
World" defended by seasoned warriors. (Eliad, 1976). In short, a general 
"philosophy " of life, a culture where spiritual, political and warlike powers are 
in the hands of men in search of power. 


This new fundamental power will be actualized in the repression of the forces 
of the anima in the domination of the social corpus by the patriarchy which it 
will erect for a long time, patiently into a political system. 


“We know (...) that sexual dimorphism (sets of characters not essential for 
reproduction and which make it possible to distinguish the two sexes of a 
species) is rooted in the processes of reproduction and socialization of primates 
(... ) During the evolution of humanity, this basic "pattern" has been enriched by 
the complex behaviors developed by hunting. (...) The existing sexual 
differences were further accentuated. (...) One of the most important 
consequences of hunting as a mode of existence was to accentuate the 
difference between the behavior of men and that of women. (...) If we remember 
that at this stage of the primitive civilization of hunting, the size of the brain goes 
from simple to double (...), we can take the measure of the processes that 
selection then put implemented and which must have been enormously 
effective. The old structure of association of primates has transformed into an 
impressive new structure, that of cooperative hunting. ( nda - origin of 
diplomacy (alliances). From this also follows that politics is a "man's business 
", with its bullying behaviors, its phraseology, its written regulations, its vanities, 
its bizarre conceptions of the honour: we are afraid of appearing weak, we are 


disposed to fight and war, we flaunt manly grandeur and self-exaltation (...) 
These selection mechanisms have influenced the behavior of all masculine 
types and produces those extravagant but very real results which seem so dear 
to the ego of men” (Tiger and Fox, The Imperial animal, p.121-122, 1971.) 


“From recent works of cultural anthropology like One and the Other Sex , 1975, 
by Margaret Mead, one could only take away the impression that there is 
nothing that can be considered as a nature specific to men and women. But 
however subject to variation and divergence the social distribution of roles 
between the sexes may be according to civilizations, the multi-millennial 
division of labor between them: hunting on the one hand, motherhood and child 
rearing on the other, does not nevertheless led to certain constants that can be 
defined by radicalizing them, through the polar oppositions between killing and 
giving life, war and peace”. (Drewermann, Spiral of Fear, 1982, note 56, p. 367) 


Moreover, no so-called natural and/or matriarchal society has survived its 
contact with the patriarchal West. Think of the Native Americans of both the 
North and the South. 


We have seen the importance given to blood in its relationship of filiation (blood 
bond) between god and man and its taboo (menstrual blood) which excludes 
women from the sacred or rather which relegates the sacredness of women to 
a sub- category which is the domestic religion of which the temple is the hearth 
and the members, the family. This relationship to blood is the basis of the social 
construction of the difference between man and woman. Others believe that the 
inability of men to procreate justifies their filiation with God. It doesn't matter 
because it is precisely because man occupies the cave as a sacred place that 
he can place himself in a position of domination. This allows it to determine its 
ideology, to affirm its vision as universal: that which governs and defines the 
type of society and the relationships between members. So that there are two 
naturally differentiated sexes but only one androcentric culture; the victory of 
reason (animus) over nature (anima). 


“We end up with an almost absolute dichotomy. Man, placed at the center of 
the imagined social edifice, is alone on the side of the universal, the general, 
the social and the cultural. Woman is defined in relation to him and the 
difference that we are forced to recognize in him can be neither social nor 
cultural; it belongs to the biological domain; woman is on the side of nature”. 
(N. C. Mathieu (Veillette), op, cit. p 15) 


According to the Hindu thought, the woman cannot will by herself, it is the man 
who decides; women are kept away from knowledge at a very young age to 
take care of domestic work. Taoism in China, Shintoism in Japan reserves an 
identical fate for it, despite the existence of philosophies such as the Chinese 
Yin Yang for which the masculine and the feminine are complementary and 
unaffected by lower and higher categories, despite the existence of the goddess 
Amaterasu and the god Susano-o who ensures balance in Japanese society 
and in the Universe, these societies are still dominated by man. According to 
Buddhism, the female nun does not have the same status as the monk and her 
reincarnation in a man is the only way for her to escape her inferior state. In 


many Muslim countries, women are considered minors since they have no 
political and legal rights. 


In Homer, captured young women are left to the sensual whim of the victors; 
each in turn, in the hierarchical order, the chiefs choose the most beautiful; we 
know that the whole lliad revolves around a quarrel between Achilles and 
Agamemnon, about one of these slaves. For every Homeric hero of any 
importance, mention is made of the young captive with whom he shares his tent 
and his bed. In addition, the Bible designates women as spoils of war and 
expresses the precepts to be followed for any woman outside the Hebrew 
community, including the ban on marriage for a month to be sure that she is not 
already pregnant with the enemy. 


Faced with such international unanimity, Engels will draw this conclusion by 
affirming that “the victory of patriarchal humanity” rests on “the historical defeat 
of the female sex’. 


“Indeed, matriarchy, like motherhood, is a state of nature that had to be 
transcended to make way for culture. Women could not make this passage, 
being themselves biologically part of nature. The role of civilizer belongs to sex 
not defined by its biology, to humans freed from nature: to men. They were able 
to develop culture, civilization by dominating nature and the part of humanity 
that is subject to it: women. (...) If women were predominant at a certain time, 
it is because their intrinsic qualities were essential at the beginning of humanity. 
(...) The “historic defeat of the female sex” which must be understood as a 
“victory of humanity”, was therefore a necessary stage in the progress of 
societies. Patrilineal filiation then replaced matrilineage, and the monogamous 
family the clan community organization, undermining at the same time the 
bases of women's “power ”. (Francoise Braun, Matriarchy, motherhood and the 
power of women, Anthropology and societies, Quebec, Laval University, 1987, 
vol.11 no.1, p. 47) 


The "historic defeat of women", as formulated by Engels, is inadequate and 
incomplete. It is not only sex but also the female gender that is in question: the 
anima. Linked to the primordial harmony, the values of the anima tend towards 
the realization of this "state of nature" and thus seek to neutralize, to absorb the 
male impulses of the animus. This duality is the mark of evolution, one 
tempering the other. Because the anima pushed to its extreme is the immobility 
of the ecological niche and death. The extremism of the animus is expressed 
by destruction which also leads to death. The masculine values (patrilineage) 
of the hunt upset the feminine values (matrilineage) of the vegetarian 
Australopithecus doomed to death. Thereafter, the horticultural societies 
coming to temper the destructive ardor of the male-hunters and so on. 


But let's come back to Engels for a moment. The famous "historical defeat of 
the female sex" is not yet final and the fight is still raging. Because if there is a 
search for victory, it is because there is a stake. And what is this issue, so 
coveted for millennia, that men have disputed with women, if not to take away 
control of sexuality from women and to recover by diversions the powers of 
motherhood by withdrawing in her favor the males of maternal power. 


Sexual taboos and initiation rites will be put in place for this purpose. So let's 
take a look to see what's going on inside the mysterious cave, the hunters' lair. 


The symbol of the cave is quite obvious, it is the womb of the second birth of 
males. The young initiates learn that two fundamental activities ensure the 
survival of the group: hunting which produces food and copulation which 
produces children. The hunter's domination over the animal is read as the result 
of sexual possession; whence in particular the equation wound = vulva in the 
symbolic representations of the parietal art of the Upper Palaeolithic. This 
sexual possession will be transferred to the woman, who in turn will suffer the 
prohibition of the cave under the pretext of avoiding adulterous and incestuous 
relations with the mythical animal. The man thus possesses both the animal 
powers and controls the acts of female fecundity. 


But the issue is more than that. The world of hunting is expressed by power, 
form of dominant/dominated relationships between categories of activities and 
beings. Let us remember that at the time of the arboreal Australopithecus, 
beings were subject to very little hierarchical constraint: 


“The collection of food, as far as we know, does not create a sexual division of 
labor, because both sexes do it the same way.” (Stewart quoted in Moscovici, 
p.291) 


To determine the hierarchical order, the right of nature conferred by the hunt 
will speak in its place who “wants the victor to be the master and lord of the 
vanquished. Whence it follows that by this same right a child is under the 
immediate domination of the one who first holds him in power. However, the 
child who has just been born is in the power of his mother before any other 
person, so that she can bring him up as he sees fit and without his responsibility 
being in question . (T. Hobbes quoted in Moscovici, p.302) 


Back to the Palaeolithic. The rituals of the cave therefore serve to separate the 
son from the mother. Several psycho-anthropologists are beginning to wonder 
if the initiation ritual centered on separation and the causes that provoked it, 
are not themselves the psychological origin of the oedipal conflict. So much so 
that the Oedipus complex would be as much cultural as natural and would have 
served man since the prohibition of incest meets this double requirement of 
separation and hierarchy of control by subtracting the male from sexual power 
(seduction/fascination) of mother and sisters. Thus the male would have 
converted into an exclusive cultural advantage a natural process guaranteeing 
the good physiological and psychic health of the species. How and why ? 


The struggle of fathers and mothers for the possession of children, mainly sons, 
is at the heart of social issues. Men through initiation finally reveal to males the 
power of their sex in comparison to the negative and isolating power of women 
not only with regard to sexual relations ( incest) but in all the details of daily life 
(avoidance and isolation due to menstruation). Having become the guardians 
of their society, they will henceforth have the right to impose discipline on 
women and young people in order to thwart all attempts at autonomy. All the 


initiation rites confer on the male the necessary authority over the woman by 
propelling male superiority into the order of the sacred. 


To achieve this, the young pubescent male must undergo trials and 
ceremonies. The sometimes cruel tests are of a physical and moral order 
because he must show endurance and virility. To ensure the group's cohesion 
and durability, the adults make it feel their authority in various ways while giving 
it detailed instructions on its future role. The adult reveals to the young boy his 
deep identity while confirming the disfavor that strikes the female sex. Initiation 
detaches the boy from the mother, sometimes he is forced to leave his hut, his 
mother no longer has the right to see his penis. He is ready to marry, has the 
right to sit down and eat with the men, he can take part in the trial, give his 
opinion and go to war, but above all "filiation according to maternal law is the 
one that should be overthrow first, and she was overthrown. ( ...) It was enough 
to decide that in future the descendants of the male members would remain in 
the gens, and that the descendants of the female members would be excluded 
from it and would pass into the gens de their father. Thus, the filiation in the 
female line and the right of maternal inheritance were abolished, the male line 
of filiation and the right of paternal inheritance were established. (...) The 
overthrow of maternal rights was the great historical defeat of the female sex. 
Even at home, it was the man who took the helm ; woman was degraded, 
enslaved, she became a slave to the pleasure of man and a simple instrument 
of reproduction. (...) Monogamy developed rapidly with the collapse of maternal 
rights. (...) It is based on the domination of man, with the express aim of 
procreating children of undisputed paternity, and this paternity is required 
because these children will one day come into possession of the paternal 
fortune, as direct heirs. (...) Such was the origin of monogamy, as far as we 
can study it among the most civilized and developed people (the Greeks) of 
antiquity. It was in no way the fruit of individual sexual love, with which it had 
absolutely nothing to do, since marriages remained, as in the past, marriages 
of convenience. It was the first form of family based not on natural conditions, 
but on economic conditions namely, the victory of private property over primitive 
and spontaneous common property: sovereignty of man in the family and 
procreation of children who could only be his and who were destined to inherit 
his fortune. (Engels Friedrich, The Origin of the Family, Private Property and 
the State, 1884) — Electronic Edition 


http://www.ugac.uquebec.ca/zone30/Classiques des sciences sociales/inde 
xX.htm! ). 


Initiation is a killing, that of the child, and a birth, that of the adult. The man 
seizes the child from the mother, appropriates it and gives birth to it as a man. 
By the negation of birth conferred on the mother, the man legitimizes his 
superiority, withdraws the power of maternal power from the woman, 
appropriates it. Then occurs a mysterious mystical and sacred alchemy where 
man becomes both social mother and natural father. The woman can only bow 
before such magic: the man alone has the capacity to engender adult sons. 
Successful initiation undoubtedly demonstrates the conquest of man over 
woman within society, and the latter, under the threat of psychological terror 
and physical coercion, is called upon to honor this rebirth as a pact that submits 
it within the family and the group. 


So much for the "victory" over the female sex. Now let's tackle the other 
conquest, that of the anima. Since birth, the boy is under the influence of 
maternal power. 


Aside: It is increasingly accepted by child development psychologists that the 
mother is the first God of the child not only during several million years of 
matriarchy but even today. 


These offer an interesting hypothesis on the invention of god. It is necessary, 
indeed, that during the millennia of the evolution of the human species, there is 
a date when the idea of god appears. Thus god could only have been invented 
after the development of language by our distant human ancestors. Later after 
in fact: only when the human being finally became aware that he was thinking. 


Now, to think is a lot to hold a conversation with oneself. From the awareness 
of this conversation, human beings would have asked themselves the question: 
is it possible that there is someone else who can intercept it and listen to my 


inner conversation? Some human beings answered “yes”. They had just 
invented one or more deities. 


In the case of “personal god” religions (such as Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam, among others), the deity knows us personally through its interception of 
our inner thoughts (and our openly spoken words). Divinity is interested in us 
personally. And vice versa, we can address her personally. And she hears us 
personally and listens to us. She knows if we are good or bad. She also knows 
our prayers. In fact, this god can possibly know everything about all people, all 
living beings and all things. He's the ultimate spy. More or less benevolent. It's 
Mom/god. 


Even today, the child of two to four years experiences a similar divine 
perception. This child is old enough to understand that his mother and 
significant others do not cease to exist when they leave his field of vision. But 
the child is still too young to understand that his mother and other humans can 
see and hear different things than what he sees, hears or thinks. 


On the one hand, it is very reassuring. For the child, Mom knows everything 
that happens to him. It's as if she was always there by his side. But on the other 
hand, Mom knows everything the child does. Especially if the child respects 
Mom's rules and instructions. 


Who has nothing to hide, has nothing to fear is the spontaneous answer that 
rises from our child from two to four years old. If | don't do anything Mom says 
is wrong, she won't scold. It is also the spontaneous response that comes from 
our religious culture (even if we are not believers ourselves). If | don't do 
anything that God says is wrong, He won't punish me. Moreover, as if by 
chance, God always more or less shares my own values or those of my mother 
and then of my community. 


“During childhood and before initiation, the young adolescent is identified and 
probably identifies with a female person, the sister or the mother. It is as such 
that he approaches the ceremonial. » (...) «Because they symbolize the other 
sex, the neophytes are bullied, mistreated and the initiators who make them 
manipulate their penis designate them as their «wives». (...) Everything seems 
to happen as if at the same time the ritual tended to concretely experience the 
inescapable outcome, by exorcising the part of the feminine that the masculine 
encloses. He teaches a law of society, ensuring the defeat of one and the 
triumph of the other, by humiliating the child of the woman to glorify the child of 
the man, in order to preserve the purity of the members of the group which now 
contains only real men .” (Moscovici, 1994, p.277ss) 


Farewell anime! The boy who refuses initiation or fails will be condemned by 
the group to live as a woman. Probably the social origin of transvestism and 
homosexuality. 


The man fears the powers of the woman so much that he does not believe that 
initiation alone can perpetuate his despotic domination. The fear of revenge 
from the women from whom they stole their child is such that it requires 
foolproof protection to maintain the abduction accomplished while affirming the 
process of subjugation of the weaker sex to the stronger sex. This will be the 
role of men's societies, brotherhoods. 


The term “patriarchy” was introduced to distinguish the forces that maintain 
sexism from other social or economic forces. However, the power of men in 
these groups is not based on their roles as fathers or patriarchs, but on their 
collective characteristic of adult males, embodied in secret cults, men's houses, 
warfare, networks of exchange , ritual knowledge and various initiation 
procedures. Patriarchy is a specific form of male dominance of the Old 
Testament type, where Abraham was a Patriarch — an old man whose absolute 
power over wives, children, flocks, and dependents was an aspect of the 
institution of paternity as it was defined in the group where he lived. 


Societies of men are only the extension of the cooperation and complicity 
necessary for a successful hunt. The hunter is the provider of food within his 
family, there is his primary duty, any failure is a sign of weakness which could 
serve as a pretext for the woman to destabilize the power of the male and even 
overthrow it; what will be done in the Neolithic when agriculture, a domain 
reserved for women, supplants hunting and marks the return of so-called 
matriarchal societies. 


The male brotherhoods respond to the solidarity needs of males towards the 
fulfillment of their responsibilities, even in spite of periods of shortage or 
accident. “To give and to receive, to make available to others what is one's own 
are the imperatives of an agreement which guarantees each man to be the 
partner of another man. Otherwise, there is neither well-being nor survival .” In 
several ethnic groups, the woman is part of what is made available to others, 
the sexual act being considered as essential as food. 


Because hunting and sharing food induces knowledge of material things, For 
example, the hunter is the first to understand that food has a value in itself, as 
if this external and natural thing because necessary also referred to an internal 
reality what is the desire of the thing. Instinct is also desire. The desire to 
possess food, the desire to procreate with the woman gives his instincts an 
exchange value. Will follow the installation of a behavioral structure based on 
the exchange: the system of barter to which the woman was quickly integrated 
like commodity. So it is wrong to say that prostitution is the oldest profession in 
the world. Lobbying and pimping preceded it when a secondary male pressured 
the alpha male to give him his dream female in exchange for more food. 


Since antiquity, priests, rabbis, ulema, these "poisoners of life", like parasites 
living on fear and guilt in man, have spread like a pandemic the virus of a 
vengeful God and wicked who never ceases to lower men and divide them 
among themselves. By constantly using God as a moral argument and 
justification for tribal superiority, religious institutions have engendered a 
negative conception, an unhappy consciousness of humanity, that of the 
mediocre, suffering man, the very type of decadence and weakness. A tragic 
vision of earthly life settled to the point of wishing that it be as brief as possible, 
in short, life is a disease, a sin, the theologians will say, symbolized by the 
original fall of the newborn into the world. alive. When God himself is in the 
image of man, when the content of the Bible, the Koran, the Torah, is written 
and interpreted by men, "then they are sources of neurosis because these texts 
are essentially based ( fatally) on anguish, fear, lack of confidence in human 
nature, contempt for the body, sexuality and women. (Solignac) 


The subjugation of women by her companion despot is the primordial act of 
domination on which rest all social forms (totalitarianism, feudalism, 
industrialism, capitalism, and even communism which has become patriarchal) 
engendered by "civilization" and all founded on domination. And now we know 
why: because living in egalitarian and non-repressive conditions with women 
was impossible because of the immense power that nature had bestowed on 
them. The society of men became the mechanism of repression of the 
male/culture towards the female/nature. And need we remind you, the right to 
vote for women appeared in the 20th century, nearly 2 million years after the 
first hordes of archaic hunters responsible for this "logic of domination." And the 
Nobel Prize for sexism is awarded... to the Nobel Academy! In 2013 National 
Geographic devoted an article to 6 women who clearly had their Nobel Prize 
stolen by men. In 1933, Pr. Hunt was rewarded for the discovery, by his 
assistant Nettie Stevens (in 1905), that the sex of a child was determined by its 
chromosomes, Lise Meitner (Austrian & Jewish), who, in 1938, discovers 
nuclear fission for which the Nobel will reward Otto Hahn (in 1944), then Jocelyn 
Burnel, a student at Cambridge, who (in 1967) identifies pulsars and sees, in 
1974, the Nobel go to his thesis supervisor. And even today at the start of the 
21st century | the salary inequality between men and women still persists. 


Thus these fraternities everywhere exert a great ascendancy and enjoy a great 
prestige on which rest the ideology, the economy even, the policy of the social 
groups. The deliberations are discreet and jealously kept out of reach of female 
ears or the uninitiated. Often the bonds woven between men are superior to 


those established within the couple, thus designating the real place of women 
in the social chessboard. “An economist calculated that women occupied an 
inferior position in 73% of agrarian societies and in 87% of pastoral societies.” 
(Moscovici) 


To avoid women's revolt, men's society must include mechanisms that will 
make women complicit in this logic of domination that discriminates against 
them. The disparity between men and women comes up against a major 
obstacle: it is almost impossible to preserve the domination of the man if 
brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers copulate and marry each other. A man could 
not indeed treat his sister, his daughter as a commodity or as an inferior if 
parental ties were juxtaposed with matrimonial ties. The prohibition of incest, 
the prohibition of sexual relations between members of the same family, 
responds to this double requirement of separation and hierarchy. This 
prohibition of contact will be pushed in certain ethnic groups to food prohibitions 
where the woman cannot eat at the same table as the man, reinforcing the 
analogy described earlier between food and sexuality. 


From a strictly mercantile point of view, the incest ban has the effect of making 
available women rare and thus increases their market value. To compensate 
for the lack and respect the prohibition, the group must turn to its neighbor and 
establish with him the terms of peaceful exchange with friends and kidnapping 
and abduction from enemy groups. 


Thus the man makes the woman of his clan an accomplice by placing her 
herself as a despot vis-a-vis foreign women from other ethnic groups. The 
women of the clan therefore assimilate the foreigners as subjects whom they 
must maintain in a subordinate position for as long as possible. The transfer of 
women between tribes thus preserves the pact of male solidarity against the 
threat of women's rebellion. The anthropologist JB Birdsell has described very 
well the subterfuge of the barter of women and the situation of the foreign 
woman for the benefit of the man: 


“The condition of women there is such that they have little chance of influencing 
the language, the ceremonies or the functions of men in the total culture. These 
imported wives are silent non-entities until they have learned the language of 
their husband's group; and at that time they quickly become part of the 
husband's band or tribe .” (Birdsell quoted in Moscovici, p.305) 


Aside: Originally, the dowry belonged to the bride and was to be used by the 
wife in case of emergency. Over the centuries, the payment of the dowry was 
requisitioned by the in-laws, thus accentuating the power of the women of the 
husband's clan over the intruder. The foreign woman is simultaneously and 
doubly subject to the despotism of the men and women of her new family. When 
her husband dies, she often has to remarry the deceased's brother in order to 
keep the dowry within the clan. 


Regarding the complicity of women towards male despotism, what was the 
surprise of Quebec historian Marcel Trudel when he discovered that in New 


France, the nuns of religious congregations and the clergy in general, were the 
main beneficiaries of the Native American slave trade. 


The despot man vis-a-vis the woman will continue his search for power by 
totalitarian barbarism towards the other impure to his ethnic group. The 
discrimination of men against women based on the fear of sexuality and the 
powers related to fertility, sexism, has therefore served as a model in the 
construction of the concordant elements of totalitarianism and despotism 
between men themselves . : racism and slavery. 


The impurity of the woman polluted by the menstrual blood will be succeeded 
by "the smell , the color, the texture of the skin, the shape of the face, the 
crimping of the hair" like so many stains, tangible signs of suspicion for the 
ulterior purpose domination of one group by discriminating against the other 
and who should be kept in an inferior position. (Moscovici, 1994) 


“anima ” civilizations developed above all in the Upper Paleolithic and were 
located in south-eastern Asia. Later in Southeast Asia, horticulture developed. 
This type of matriarchal civilization based on a combination of hunting, 
vegetable growing and horticulture subsequently spread to tropical Africa, 
Melanesia, India and the two Americas (Dittmer, 1954). This distance from 
Europe and the Middle East allowed them to grow in security. However, as 
Drewermann explains, no so-called natural or matriarchal society has been able 
to withstand the shock of their discovery and/or their colonization by the 
Western world. On the other hand, this search for harmony, associated with the 
anima, also constitutes a sum of cosmological, religious, social and ethical 
models belonging not to a bygone past but to a perpetual updating. The 
question then is: How far can the values of animus or patriarchy grow at the 
expense of the anima? 


The Paleolithic matriarchy is characterized by a hunter-gatherer society 
surrounded by an extremely diverse natural pantry. A hard blow was dealt to 
natural diversity with the birth of totalitarian agriculture of the patriarchal type. 
One of the tracks consists in imputing this transformation to the cosmogony, to 
the vision of man and his place in the changing nature. It was in the Neolithic 
period that man assumed the divine right to create new species by imitating 
natural selection to create new, more resistant types of cereals with a higher 
nutritional yield. An anthropocentric vision of nature emerges from 
consciousness: this world belongs to us, it was created for our use. 


The agriculture that marks the transition to the Neolithic is the Ager, agriculture 
that is mainly derived from the cultivation of grasses and poaceae. Its purpose 
is to monopolize an area and its energy. It tends towards monoculture, towards 
totalitarianism. totalitarian agriculture is radically different from the other two 
types of agriculture because it makes a "clean slate" of what exists, to put in its 
place, a single type of food - a cereal in the context of the Neolithic that interests 
us. Totalitarian farmers make a clean sweep of the living, select a single crop 
and exercise control over it so that no other species enters into competition with 
the cereal. They therefore prevent the rest of the life cycle from coming to feed 
on these portions of land. This leads to a completely innovative phenomenon 


in the history of life: a natural species arrogates to itself the right to sterilize a 
portion of the biosphere, by removing what pre-existed to place a particular 
selection there. Then, this area that we call the field, which will have been 
cleared, at first in deltas or on the banks of the river with highly self-fertile soils, 
then on the forest, will become a prohibited area for the rest of the biosphere. 


This war against the diversity of nature marks the beginning of the prehistory of 
the Anthropocene. The Anthropocene refers to that period in the history of the 
world when humanity itself becomes the engine of changes on a geological 
scale, which means that the human species has become the main geophysical 
force on Earth, capable of permanently alter its environment. Indeed, for the 
first time in the history of our planet, the impact of its activities outweighs all the 
others, that is to say all the natural factors. At the beginning of the century, Asia 
produced more than one hundred and twenty varieties of rice, America 
cultivated more than nine hundred species of pear trees; in both cases today 
barely ten varieties remain. Variety will be opposed by instrumentalism which 
imposes its discourse, that of certainties. This race for biological uniformity is 
as senseless as the search for a single thought; a fatal error. Entering the 
Anthropocene means striving to challenge the political, cultural and ecological 
models that have shaped it. 


Finally, the appearance of agriculture on the one hand and of the city, on the 
other, will mark the beginning of the end of the nomadic era of the hunter and 
the notion of protected hunting territory will evolve quietly towards the agrarian 
concept. of “ethnic groups-cities-countries-nations.” At the end of the Neolithic, 
everything is now in place: nature is more and more submissive, the cult of the 
dead and of fertility are well established, the agrarian Gods and Goddesses rub 
shoulders with the deified icons of the Paleolithic hunter and the nomadic 
shepherd, beliefs and rituals are celebrated in the Temple decorated by male 
artists under the supervision of male "priests " with a cosmology including the 
symbol of the village as "Center of the World" defended by seasoned warriors. 
(Eliad, 1976). 


From the Paleolithic to the Neolithic, (still today!) the desire for power imposes 
itself as our first value. Power over the animals we eat, over the plants we 
cultivate, power of man over his companion and of his society over the other, 
the foreigner. All human development rests on this desire to be more 
symbolized by the power of the gods from whom we want to acquire power. By 
soothing the fear of the gods through ritual, man hopes to receive something in 
return, a kind of extra power. But the association between power and divinity is 
heavy with consequence, it implies the priority of force and the power to 
dominate over everything. 


The transition from archaic man from prehistory to ancient man therefore took 
place over several centuries. From this long evolution was born a whole 
panoply of concepts going from the economic exchange to the social 
organization while passing by a primitive technique centered mainly on the use 
of water, fire, earth. Quietly was born the experience of civilization based on a 
conscious choice of the individual towards collective life governed by laws and 
rules With civilization, also born the city and the specialization of roles: 
merchants, administrators, craftsmen, slaves and its corollary a saving of 
money based on work. A whole series of spiritual concepts followed the same 
evolutionary path from dream, magic, totemic animism to gods. The world was 
teeming with gods, also specialized: god of hunting, agriculture, war etc. 


This religious evolution at the end of the Neolithic era was marked by the power 
struggle between the new castes of “urban” priests and the traditional shamans 
identified with the “religion of the hunt” or “religion of nature”. While the caste of 
priests represented the current of general specialization of society in different 
trades, the shaman always confused him by his versatility, at the same time, 
magician, sorcerer, healer, soothsayer. 


Since the Neolithic era, we have witnessed a real denial of the shaman 
intrinsically linked to nomadism. He is the master of changing practices adapted 
to places and types of frequentation. He acts alone, does not need a permanent 
temple but above all he has the power of direct contact with the spirits. He is 
the first to take the "mystical paths " to the afterlife, to establish the link between 
Heaven and Earth. Having become a religious rival, the shaman will be 
opposed by all sedentary societies and doomed to contempt. Identified with the 
barbarian hordes, with backward peoples, he will be described as evil, 
possessed by evil spirits and affected by madness. Become suspect for the 
political power, the shamanism of matriarchal origin will be progressively 
proscribed and doomed to disappearance. 


But for now, the raw, unadorned story shows us that the fate of humanity is 
indebted, not to love, nor to justice, nor to equality, but to power as a condition 
of life. being and its desire to dominate. Because let's not forget that the first 
concern of men has always been to obtain what they want with or without the 
help of god. 


This fantasy of the creative man crosses all eras from prehistory and Antiquity. 
In this sense, the cyborg of the 21st century is not a recent invention of the 3rd 
millennium but the technological culmination of a recurring theme since the 
dawn of time, each era seeking to revive, to update the “previous known . » As 
Palaeolithic statuettes were metaphors for god, artificial creatures are 
metaphors for man. So much so that we have gone from believing in a sacred 
statuette possessing the spirit of a god to the idea of a statue created by man 
and carrying humanity. (Breton, 1995) 


Let us now focus on the monotheistic representation. 


Thanks to the research of Marcel V. Locquin on the primitive etymology of the 
names of God, we discover that already in Ethiopia, the cradle of the first men, 
God is called "Devel", literally "Da Va Hel" which means "Knowledge of the 
mother divine manifesto and of God the Father", that the Hebrew name of God 
"Yave" is composed of two archetypal phonemes, one masculine, the other 
feminine. So that when Yahweh, in the Bible creates Adam (adamah = earth) 
in his image, he is androgynous like God without distinction of sex. From the 
first chapter of Genesis, it is written “God created man (adam) in his own image. 
Male and female he created them .” The sexual duality appears only then 
expressed by the couple ish/ishshah, from which it emerges that the woman 
was not born from the rib of a gentleman named Adam but from the division of 
the first human into two elements, masculine and feminine . For it must be 
remembered that the supreme being cannot belong to one sex only, which 
would symbolically be equivalent to sterility and the impossibility of life on earth. 


Is God by essence totalitarian? God is everything, he is the totality. And this 
totality is mighty harmony, not power. This totality of the powerful harmony was 
expressed, during tens of millennia at the man, by the animism, religion of the 
divine presence in any matter, plant animal or being. It is the religion of fetish 
objects, of gods personalized by the totem. Until the day when the caste of 
shaman-priests replaced the peaceful multiplicity of individual totems with the 
great collective totem, the only reality. Thus, under the influence of the priests, 
the individual must subordinate his personal totem and attach himself to that of 
the group to the exclusion of all other fetishes. The set of social relations 
symbolized by the Great Fetish of the tribe led the latter to completely reject the 
Great Fetish of the neighboring tribe, which De Brosses ironically translated in 
these terms: "there was no way that the worshipers of rats lived on good terms 
with cat worshipers for a long time .” Hence the wars between fetishes, 
exploited by the priests of different societies. The passage from the personal 
totem, therefore multiple, to the collective totem, ancestor of the single god, 
marks the beginning of fratricidal wars. The origin of the war is essentially 
religious and appears at the same time as the notion of collective totem as a 
sign of identity of the first tribes. 


Subsequently, man gradually monopolized the animal images of the divine to 
the point of being its sole representative, as in Mesopotamia and Egypt. This 
passage from the divine animal representation to man, vicar of god, marks the 
beginnings of totalitarian states in the history of humanity. The vicissitudes of 
"real politic" kick off increasingly hegemonic practices. The gods of the 
conquered peoples must be enslaved to the new power in order to break any 
attempt at resistance by the local clergy. More and more appears in the 
cosmogony of the beginnings of history, a man despot depositary because king 
of the power of more and more dominant gods. 


The thesis that | am defending here is the following: each time that art, science, 
politics, as much democracy as communism, the economy, as much capitalism 
as socialism, are magnified until they become a soteriological doctrine ie a 
doctrine of salvation identical to the religions to which they belong or suffer 
cultural repercussions; each time | say that this happens, they then adopt the 
destiny of the millenarian sects and inevitably, they all drift quietly towards 
totalitarianism. Man then risks falling into the trap of self-deification. The idea 
of the man God, as a seed in the ground, began to germinate and proliferate 
until it became the true neurosis of men: the deity complex. 


"The constitution of despotic states, with all the power relations it brings into 
play, is therefore accompanied by the constitution of a unified pantheon under 
the influence of dominating divinities and, moreover, this process in turn 
reinforces the power of the State with all the prestige of the fantastical. This 
unification is done in favor of gods with powerfully marked personalities who 
are like the projection into the phantasy of the despot and his family ...” 
(Lévéque, 1985) 


The cosmos therefore asserts itself as an ordered state around the figure of the 
king. (Jacobsen) This is how we are witnessing a religious revolution in which 


the single omnipotent god gradually appears, giving the despot king his 
hegemonic powers. 


We are witnessing the confiscation of primitive astronomical knowledge by 
castes of priests who transform animal mythological stories, accessible to all, 
into sacred and magical esoteric formulas with a moralizing connotation; they 
add moral commentary to the narrative. Mythology then no longer has any 
concrete foundations among the people and falls into simple tales and 
truncated and imprecise stories. 


The political universe of nation-states becomes invested with a religious 
mission of conquest of souls. Gradually a structure of domination of souls by 
vicars is set up, these "poisoners of life" propagating feelings of fear and guilt 
in the man whom they must enslave to totalitarian power: this is the birth of the 
theocracy. 


All religious ritual is in the hands of priests where individual faith is absent. It is, 
in short, a religion without hope where the role of man is limited to serving the 
gods and the despot king through work. We can imagine despair as an artificial 
mutation of "natural " existential angst into alienation and neurosis imposed, 
provoked, from the outside. Nausea at the human condition becomes nausea 
at oneself and often revolt presents itself as the only way out other than suicide. 
The Empire is therefore constantly upset by series of popular uprisings often 
suppressed by ruthless wars where "rivers of blood were shed, cities razed, 
erased from the face of the earth". 


The increase in agricultural yield by irrigating the land, the increase in livestock 
through the domestication of animals, the development of metallurgy, ceramic 
techniques and textiles, the appearance of the first fortified villages offering 
protection, everything converges and promotes population growth which in turn 
provides the labor and warriors necessary for the expansion of the nation which 
in turn increases the power of the despot. Irremediably, the "wild thought " is 
drawn towards a very human rationalization bringing about unheard-of 
mutations such as writing, arithmetic and the calendar. 


But for the ideology to survive within society, the despot needs to release some 
of the production of goods and services and direct it to the non-producing 
administrators and priests in his service. From overload to overload, the serious 
transformations of the social relations of production accentuate the exploitation 
and subjection of the working classes: "the transformation of things passes by 
the transformation of man into a thing" that Marcel Gauchet, in Le 
disenchantment of the world will qualify of true slavery extortion and whose 
emblematic figure for centuries to come will be the peasant, the "productive 
subject" par excellence. 


Thus the famous poem of Atrahasis came to explain the origins and the reasons 
for the enslavement of men. Initially, a particular feature, the Mesopotamian 
gods were forced to work to ensure their food. But one day Ammou or Nammu, 
the mother goddess of fresh waters, complains to her son Enki about the painful 
labor imposed on the gods. Enki then offers him to create puppets who would 


do the work for them and that they can offer food to the gods in the form of 
offerings and sacrifices. Enki, the god of fresh water, without whom any harvest 
was impossible, fashioned the first men with "clay". From the mud of a sacred 
river, Enki thus created the human race to serve as slaves to the gods and 
therefore to the despot king who represents them on earth. A Marxist would see 
there the birth of the proletariat. Under the reign of Sargon, a code for the 
control of the growing populations inside the city-states is put in place. To do 
this he creates a theological system based on fault and repentance. 


Thus the working masses of the ancient despotic kingdoms were compelled to 
erect sanctuaries, temples and palaces in honor of the king while providing his 
court, his administrators and his priests with "earthly food " . This immense 
overwork no longer benefits the community as a whole but rather an elite which 
proves to be an instrument of exploitation for the benefit of social cohesion, 
hence the paradox of its longevity. As if we tolerated the autocratic structure of 
society better provided that it finds a religious and spiritual justification. We are 
ready to sacrifice ourselves for the despot provided that this sacrifice also 
serves to honor God, such is the internal dynamic of Mesopotamian society. 


While in the Paleolithic there reigned a good-natured animism, the 
overproduction of game during a successful hunt allowed feasts, dances and 
great celebrations in honor of the natural and supernatural beings that inhabit 
the universe. More egalitarian and generous, the whole community then 
benefited from the overproduction of food. The village was the perfect 
representation of cooperation, adaptation with reciprocity, a developed and 
understanding relationship, resulting in an organic and complex fusion richer 
than the predatory representation of city-states leading to an exploitation of the 
ruthless, parasitic and exhausting environment, therefore an instrument of 
production, accumulation and overabundance which can only be maintained by 
expansion, which therefore opens the way to conflicts, acts of violence and fear. 


Sargon 1st, the all-powerful father-king of the Mesopotamian empire, is a 
terrible ambitious man. At that time, powerful tribes had already undertaken the 
unification of the world by attacking neighboring ethnic groups and clans and 
subjugating them: this is the policy of power towards universal domination still 
present today after 4 thousand years of ‘existence. 


In a few military campaigns, he subjugated the Sumerians, reached as far north 
as Lebanon, west as far as Cyprus, east as far as Elam in Iran. He is the one 
and only master of the universe and proclaims himself "masters of the four 
regions of the world" and of the "totality of men". This vision of the universal 
reign represented by the “cross ” of the four cardinal points crossed all 
civilizations up to China. Athens, Rome, Jerusalem, Mecca will all define 
themselves one day as the center of the world, what about the Chinese 
expression “the Middle Kingdom . » 


Mesopotamian civilization reached its peak. The city-temples became city- 
states. During the reign of Nebuchadnezzar | who reigned over Babylon from - 
1124 to -1103, a terrible, jealous and warlike god appears as revealed by the 
famous poems the Enouma Elish written by Babylonian theologians and 


preserved in the British Museum. The great god Marduk, Sovereign of gods 
and Sovereign of men, became the supreme god of the Mesopotamian 
pantheon and the progenitor of a violent humanity, ready to fight and subjugate 
by slavery all the peoples who refuse to pay the tribute of domination. The 
political project of the Empire becomes evident by declaring first Babylon, 
capital by divine will, secondly that its king is king of kings because its god 
Marduk is the first and only god reigning over the Universe and thirdly the other 
cities, the other kings, other foreign gods are subordinate and their people 
subordinate. It is the poem that clearly justifies theocracy as politics by 
metaphysics, metaphysics by religion. 


In The portrait of the king , Louis Marin wrote that "Representation and power 
are of the same nature (...) in the sense that power - as the image and visibility 
of power - is henceforth the effect of representation, and this, of its part, 
operates as a sign and form of the exercise of power. And this power cannot 
exist and reproduce itself except by being absolute, except by being the pictorial 
representation of the monarch as the subject of power. The absolute power of 
the monarch becomes totally real and effective in the signs and images which 
represent it; the king is really king, that is to say monarch, only in images. 
Between the king and God a complex system of images is established, which 
becomes the true and real foundation of theologico-politics, in the sense that 
God gives the king the justification and the right to exercise power, but at the 
same time , the king "possesses God in the signs that make him king. the image 
of the king represents the very identity of the political and the theological, and 
this by constructing a formidable apparatus of power, in which the right to power 
- the right to to have power - becomes a kind of theater, a performance of the 
royal figure. (Louis Marin, The King's Portrait , Paris, Ed. Minuit, 1981) 


The instinct of domination has replaced, in the hearts of men, its spiritual 
vocation; the search for raw power replacing the search for the divine. This 
perverse effort turns to the deification of man himself and of the state: sacred 
royalty . Humanity will never forget that there was born the most pernicious 
ideology of despotism: theocracy. 


It is clear that from Sumer religions of enslavement were created for political 
purposes. The power of the gods comes to compensate for the too obvious 
human weakness by legitimizing a royal power capable of resisting the conflicts 
and other forces of disintegration exerted against it. Let's not forget that 
violence between individuals, between clans and families was always likely to 
destabilize the regime. It was therefore necessary “to establish a power over 
men, recognized by men, exercised by men, but reinforced and guaranteed by 
the gods.” (Hatzfeld, 1993, p. 219) The rulers quickly understood the interest of 
such a system which aimed to convince the popular masses to bear the weight 
of the imperialist dictatorship by promising the dissatisfied social classes a 
reward after death if only they had endured social injustices with humility and 
resignation . 


Never before has the individual been lowered to this point in any other 
civilization. The fundamental goal being to reduce the individual to the most 
humiliating spiritual and temporal servitude. Not only does man no longer 


recognize himself but no longer even recognizes the other, his brother, like a 
Cain who only sees the other as a mortal threat; fear radicalizing into murder. 


How could the priests perform such a miracle that had never happened before? 


With the Neolithic appears, as we have seen, different sources of food supply 
thanks to the techniques of agriculture and animal husbandry. Domestication 
of plants and animals then! And why not domestication of man as long as you 
are there? 


Aside: And Nietzsche's Zarathustra to ask himself "what do these houses 
mean? (..) Can it be that real men come in and out?" The prophet, after 
reflection, “said at last with grief: “Everything has shrunk! Everywhere | see 
lower doors and my species must bow down to pass through them. “They have 
shrunk and keep shrinking. (...) Basically, they simply want one thing above all: 
that no one hurt them. Their virtue is what makes them modest and docile; thus 
of the wolf, they made the dog and of the man even the best domestic animal 
in the service of the man . (Thus Spoke Zarathustra, Folio, p. 209) 


A sedentary lifestyle puts an end to the “ golden age ”. We are in the era of 
contempt for nomadism. Savage hordes plunder the crops and exterminate the 
communities that resisted them. Men women and children are brutally killed or 
enslaved; the first genocides of humanity are committed and will serve as 
models for Gensis Khan, Nebuchadnezzar and many others until today: the 
Armenian genocide in Turkey (1915), the Jewish holocaust in Germany (1930- 
1945), ethnic cleansing in Bosnia, Kosovo, genocide of Tutsis in Rwanda and 
of African populations in Sudanese Darfur covering the years 1990-2005. 


The fear of nomads and the conflicts arising from two radical ways of living in 
the world, mean that the sedentary people need protection inside fortified 
villages. The freedom of the savage hordes is frightening. Following the 
example of the enclosure, the fortifications create protective barriers and, 
perverse effect, control barriers. Such is the price of security: it encloses the 
individual and the animals in the same house. The country is then covered with 
cities; this leads to the creation of kingdoms which bring together several cities 
under the authority of a single one. Rivalries between kingdoms lead to war and 
favor the creation of Empires under the aegis of the winner. 


The gods of tradition are powers that attract and that we fear at the same time. 
It is therefore normal that the idea of power coincides with this power. But for 
this power to be embodied in power, it needs a precise ritual so that power in 
turn imposes itself as god. The chaotic, warlike and terrifying universe in which 
the Mesopotamians evolve commands the thirst for powerful gods whose power 
reverberates in their society. 


“The gods are the strength that men would like to have: they are power itself 
and they respond to fear. Because of this, they are really powerful. Because 
these social creations do not depend on the vagaries of individual consciences. 
They are attested by the attachment of the group to its rituals and in fact, they 
are indeed there for the desire and for the fear. Real powers, they are above all 


the indirect means thanks to which the desire for power can be assumed 
without too much anxiety . (Hatzfeld Henri, The roots of religions, Editions du 
Seuil, Paris, 1993, p.192) 


Thus men have been forced by fear to submit to religious domestication and to 
the choice of breeding which leads to the behavior of domesticated animals, 
but above all, the priests, friends of the gods and of men, have appropriated the 
monopoly of human breeding. All order needs power. Mesopotamian model of 
domestication/reduction of being that still exists; as evidenced by the history of 
our Christian missionaries in the Americas: 


“The reductions are territorial enclaves where Aboriginal converts to 
Catholicism can settle alongside or among French settlers. The reduction is a 
project of Jesuit missionaries to convert and subjugate Native American 
communities. The reductions are created in Paraguay by the Jesuits and 
propose a mode of colonization allowing the exploitation of the resources of 
Paraguay while ensuring the evangelization of its inhabitants: the Guaranis, the 
most populous nation of Paraguay. This implied that the freedom of the "savage 
"had to be reduced in order to tame him and lead him to Christian civilisation. 
The reduction of physical space is only the prelude to their reduction to 
Christian values through pious religious practice and the renunciation of any 
indigenous custom contrary to the rules of the Church. This model of 
evangelization of the Native peoples of South America will be taken up by the 
Jesuits in New France, the goal: to transform the nomads into perfect neo- 
French people who would be granted protection. Reductions are therefore part 
of the political process of any expansionist colonial state. The Jesuits will thus 
create 5 reductions for 5 Amerindian nations: the Algonquins, the Montagnais, 
the Hurons, the Iroquois and the Abenakis. The reductions are therefore the 
direct ancestors of the Amerindian reservations that we know today; the 
reductions giving priority to the salvation of souls under the French Regime and 
the reserves, under the English Regime, giving precedence to colonial 
economic interests” . (Jetten Marc, Amerindian enclaves: the "reductions " of 
Canada 1637-1701, Editions du Septentrion, 1994) 


Thus, the Neolithic village is replaced by an urban society with a pyramidal 
structure with the king at the top, then his administration and his servants, then 
the priests, the merchants and the craftsmen, finally the little people who are 
both farmers and soldiers. Since men are now grouped together in housing 
estates, violence can now be seen as a mechanism of internal political power, 
conquest and organized exploitation. The state legitimizes violence for its own 
ends as a regulating principle and institutes the dictatorship (the /uga/ ) as an 
exceptional magistracy to command the community in times of great peril. The 
governments quickly understood the interest of such a system which aimed to 
convince the popular masses to bear the weight of the imperialist dictatorship 
by promising the dissatisfied social classes a reward after death if only they had 
supported social injustices with humility and resignation . .. 


So much for the physical, material aspect of the thing. But again why do men 
choose to deliberately lock themselves in this enclosure. What are they so 


afraid of to endure the worst bondage? What in the gods have | done to deserve 
such a fate? 


And the Mesopotamian high priest responds that the human condition is what 
it is, prey to physical suffering and doomed to death, because these evils are 
the sanction of a fault and any fault is a transgression to a order of the gods. 


But what fault is it? Where can this fault come from and especially who 
committed it? The Mesopotamians (Sumerians, Assyrians, Babylonians 
combined) are seasoned astrologers. From their celestial observations is born 
an original cosmogony which will have phenomenal repercussions for millennia 
until today. 


First comes the conviction that the stars are by nature stable, immutable, 
immortal and therefore divine. The world is divided into two: the perfect and 
divine supralunar and the imperfect sublunar because human, influence of the 
pure/impure of the Hindus. But the originality of the Mesopotamian astrologers 
lies in the fact that human imperfection comes from a stellar fall of the soul on 
Earth. Indeed by noticing the erratic behavior of comets, shooting stars, they 
construct the concept of souls trapped in chaos. 


“Possessed by the inherent disorder of the world, it (the soul) loses its spherical 
shape and stretches like a comet. It will flow along the Zodiac, taking a layer 
from each planet: from Saturn, it will take its discursive intelligence, from Jupiter 
its militant will, from Mars its combative mood or aggressiveness, from the Sun, 
the senses and imagination, from Venus , the impulse of desires, the libido, to 
Mercury, the gift of speech and finally to the Moon, the sediment which will unite 
it to a body of flesh. Thus will she incarnate, falling into evil from body to body. 
(Marc-Alain Deschamps, This hated and adored body, p.45) 


The soul is a "spark of the substance of the stars" which falls towards 
imperfection because it has faulted, transgressed the divine order. This fall in 
the body becomes its prison where it must purify itself again to regain its divine 


purity. 


Previously, the shaman considered all the elements of nature (mineral, 
vegetable, animal, man) to be carriers of souls united in an immense 
cosmogony. The soul was an earthly manifestation of an immanent god. 
Formerly, in the world of prehistory, evil was associated with misfortune, that is 
to say, it corresponded to a fatality suffered by man (illness, failure, injury, 
death). Man found himself overwhelmed by events whose effects he suffered , 
for which he had no responsibility. Since the Mesopotamian era, the soul will 
henceforth be of a cosmic, celestial nature, manifestation of a transcendent god 
thus establishing an inescapable separation between the pure sky and the 
impure earth. An astral theology emerges where the purification of the soul is a 
corollary to the purification of the body. The earthly body associated with nature 
begins to cause problems. 


Faced with this fundamental impurity, man deduces that misfortune is the result 
of a fault he has committed and which arouses the hostility of the gods. The 


origin of evil is the revolt that upsets the order of the world. For the first time in 
the history of humanity, metaphysical Evil appears in the cosmos in the guise 
of the God Kingu who prepared the uprising and led other gods into rebellion 
by ceasing to work. Let's not forget that originally the gods had to work 
themselves to meet their needs. According to the Enouma Elish, it was the god 
Kingu who led the revolt by asking for the creation of a race of subordinates 
who will work to serve the gods and thus free the gods from this work. Marduk 
heard the call of the gods but had to punish Kingu's insolence. Thus Kingu was 
punished and from his blood, humanity was fashioned by mixing it with clay. 
Which means that the nature of man, stemming from Kingu, is essentially evil 
and demonic; Evil is in his flesh. 


The evil that we suffer is dependent on the fault that we have committed . The 
fault is contingent on the human species and each man is a bearer of “original 
sin” by the simple fact of belonging to humanity. But what could this sin intrinsic 
to the human condition be? If not that of the revolt against tyranny. Our “original 
sin” is called freedom because like Kingu, man can revolt. 


One day, a great chaos seized men, they sinned and rebelled against their 
"destiny ", which was to serve the gods through work and worship and thus 
plunged the world into decay. A great danger that threatens the gods, the king, 
the priest. 


Around 2280, Rimusch, successor of Sargon the Elder, founder of the first great 
Semitic empire and of the dynasty of Akkad, had to face a series of uprisings in 
Sumerian country. In a ruthless war “rivers of blood were shed, cities razed, 
wiped from the face of the earth”. 

“Man's revolt against the gods appears in the legend of the gardener 
Shukalletuda, who committed a mortal sin by seducing Inanna. ( nes , the 
Sumerian Eve) According to the epic of Atraharsis, man refused to work, Just 
as the lesser gods had done before him. Seeing that man was evading the task 
assigned to him by the gods to provide for themselves and noticing the noise 
caused by the multiplication of humanity, Enlil lost sleep. He tried to subdue the 
resistance of the man by sending plagues, famine and drought, but the 
intervention of Enki allowed the man to survive these punishments. In the epics 
of Atraharsis and Gilgamesh, the flood appears as the result of the judgment 
that the gods passed on men . (Geoffrey Parrinder, The Religions of the World, 
Hasso Ebeling International Publishing, Luxembourg, 1981, p.110) 


The gods created man to serve them but also created a potential rival. Life 
becomes hard work where the slightest misstep, hear rebellion here, is worth 
eternal damnation to the rebellious. Power will thus have no difficulty in being 
exercised in the most radical way since the despot is also the high priest of 
religion. Thus the man who refuses his duty of obedience confirms that he is a 
sinner by his freedom. Man is fundamentally bad because his desire for 
freedom is fault, disobedience and his revolt, sin. 


This wild, bestial freedom frightens and arouses inner anguish because man 
knows fundamentally that freedom offers dizzying possibilities and can also 


make him regress into animaility. It is in front of himself that man experiences 
anguish, including the shame of not being able to properly assume his freedom. 
Seizing on this anguish, the Mesopotamian clergy present themselves as the 
only ones who can "liberate " man from the dread of his own freedom lodged 
within him in such a visceral way that it must be tamed. . 


From birth to death, man becomes hemmed in on all sides by religion; but for 
what purpose? Moral submission to the gods and even physical submission to 
the king through work are then perceived as the purification necessary to 
cleanse the stain of fault. There follows a whole series of precepts, rituals and 
incantations that man must observe in order not to fall into sin again. Man can 
no longer think for himself, let alone raise his voice against this submission, in 
short he is excluded from all decisions concerning his destiny. 


The whole Mesopotamian culture is crossed by the chaos of the world, by the 
violent debauchery of the enemy hordes which reveal to us all the ignominy of 
which man is capable. The fault hypothesis implies that not only is man corrupt, 
but he discovers with horror that he is afraid of himself. 


City-states are therefore fear-based communities and carry within themselves 
the seed of their destruction. It is with good reason that Lewis Mumford in The 
City through History , shows that archaic civilizations possessed this peculiar 
advantage of promising protection against fear of external enemies; but to the 
very extent they thus seemed to promise a collective solution to the fear that 
reigned within them, they were based on violence alone and in turn spread 
violence and aggravated fear. (Drewermann, The Spiral of Fear, 1994, p.330) 


By creating metaphysical Evil, Mesopotamian culture engendered a negative 
view of the world and of human nature. This vision based on Fault and the 
notion of the Evil inherent in being will emerge, throughout history, as a deadly 
shadow over all the civilizations of the region: we are thinking here of the 
Iranians, the Egyptians, the Jews, to the Arabs and will be at the origin of 
Gnosticism and Manichaeism which we will study later. Man becomes an 
impurity on Earth and subjected to the most humiliating abjection. "I, the dog 
who blesses the king my lord and dares to approach you" are found in the 
writings of the time addressed to the despot king. 


This negative vision is really the crux of our human condition, Kant calls it our " 
radical evil ." The fear of the other, the sudden recognition of external danger, 
the anguish of man terrorized by the fear of famines and other natural calamities 
mean that we prefer humiliation if it brings security. This self-domestication of 
the species is inherent in human culture where life is ritualized, codified through 
a network of obligations and regulations whose functioning is ordered by 
religion. 


Let us immediately dispel any intentional attempts at an organized conspiracy 
against the man. Rather, it was a question of first creating a "logical " astral 
theology and second, of establishing a socio-political context consistent with 
the discoveries of Mesopotamian astronomers. We measure the universe, the 
world, the man, the society only from the real knowledge of a civilization at a 
given moment registered in a precise time. The astral discoveries of the 
Mesopotamians were just as destabilizing for man as the theories of mechanics 
are for us today. 


It must therefore be remembered that in ancient civilizations, man completely 
transformed his nomadic freedom into sedentary servitude where, ironically, 
tyrant and priest affirm to him that he is free in his servitude. And they are right 
because man has made a decision by which freedom is linked to itself, they are 
wrong when they think that this decision will last forever. 


Aside: At the entrance to Auschwitz, it is written: Arbeit macht frei , work makes 
you free .” 


“Voluntary servitude ” becomes a spontaneous decision by everyone in the face 
of common danger. But be careful up to a point, because if the internal 
conditions become worse than the external threats then the "rules of the game" 
no longer hold. A fundamental lesson of human history is that any community 
which resorts to the manipulation of its members to protect itself from 
annihilation becomes an instrument of terror which will inevitably be destroyed 
one day by revolt. The collapse of Soviet Communism is a recent example. 


But why again, this original fault or negative philosophy of the bad man is so 
tenacious, why did it not die out at the same time as the Mesopotamian 
civilization? 


Because the priests knew how to create an extraordinary bridge of 
communication by teaching writing and reading. Now it is obviously by the 
sacerdotal circles that these inventions were recovered, of course interpreted 
as signs of divine powers for the benefit of the equally divine king. Once again, 
all these constructions of human thought converge and “give their backing to 
state power, whose power is inscribed in parallel in the grandiose constructions 
of an art that exalts the supernatural for the benefit of despots and ruling strata, 
lay or clerical. (Levesque, 1985, p. 106) 


The officiants celebrate the rites as a theatrical staging of a world in the making 
where men play a role that others have delivered before him, that others will 
deliver after him. Except that from now on, the piece will be written leaving little 
room for improvisation. The collective memory transmitted by an oral tradition 
accessible to all passes into the hands of learned men creating a new status 
and a specialized power. 


For the first time, a clergy writes the religious history of a people where all the 
rites, rituals, songs, moralizing sermons are patiently codified and form the 
corpus of the first liturgies transmitted by writing. These liturgies are described 
in the Encyclopaedia Britannica thus : "They are arid hymns to the glory of the 
gods interspersed with pessimistic descriptions of human suffering describing 
the abject misery of life." 


It is Mesopotamia (2000 BC) which gives us the oldest text to date of the 
mythical journey, a sort of heroic quest where the hero Gilgamesh, after having 
awakened divine wrath, sets off in search of immortality. . After countless 
adventures, he reaches the plant of eternal life, but loses it on his way back. 


Mesopotamian story where the themes of man created with clay ; who lives in 
harmony with the beasts; seduced by a woman; of the seductive serpent which 
possesses the plant of eternal life, are all repeated in Genesis where Adam and 
Eve, also after provoking the wrath of God, will engage in a long expiatory 
journey in search of lost Eden, of the house, of the hearth where to find rest. 
Made of disenchantment, their journey rather reveals "the incredible disorder 
that reigns in the world ." Since no place possesses complete unity, complete 


truth, man is doomed to wander the world. At the origin of wandering, there is 
the Fault. 


Fortunately or unfortunately, it depends, there is the priest, this great magician 
of written signs who has the gift of healing the soul. The priest appropriated a 
power previously reserved for God, that of forgiving and above all saving man 
from his moral decay through rituals such as confession and ceremonies of 
repentance where the calamities that threaten men were averted. Moreover, 
the priest is a thaumaturge with an empirical "medical " practice supplemented 
by therapeutic recipes based on plants followed by incantations of exorcism 
conferring on him an unprecedented power. 


By recovering the invention by traders of the alphabet and numbers, the priests 
have decreed that henceforth knowledge will be an essential component of 
power. It is no longer just a question of directing and taming the already docile 
human herd, but above all of preventing the revolt of warlike spirits through the 
metaphysical fear of hell, a consequence of the Fault as fundamental opposition 
to the "ideology" of the Creator. Everything leads to making life meaningless, 
or rather, life as a whole appears as a punishment where work becomes the 
sole justification of existence and a curse since, whatever one does, human 
action is vain concern in the face of the death. 


“The Babylonian imagination, which had somewhat turned away from the 
“stories of gods” of Sumer, seems to take pleasure in “stories of devils”. In very 
many and very long writings by magicians (...) there is also undeniably a 
background of anguish of which that of "atomic war " can give us an idea. No 
people more than that of Mesopotamia, in the midst of the "barbarians " who 
surrounded it, constantly threatened it and periodically swept over its soil, 
seems to have had the feeling that civilization and good life are something 
fragile and constantly questioned. ". (J. Nougayrol, La religion babylonienne, p. 
234 in note 20 Eliade, 1976) 


"These stories of devils", occult stories tell, that alongside the divine forms, a 
frankly demonic "matter" is at work: that the Cosmos has a double nature: divine 
and satanic. Transposed into the social reality of the time: the barbarian 
peoples are satans who threaten the city-temple, the divine emblem of 
civilization. ("The Axis of Evil", Georges Bush, 2002) 


Evil exists only when opposed to good. Theocracy is the political reign of the 
absolute Good, of Beauty, of Wisdom for the benefit of all, the man who revolts 
is nothing but impurity, ugliness and madness, this is the dogma that must be 
respected under penalty of to be "banished from Paradise”. 


The Mesopotamian despot succeeded in integrating in one person god/warrior- 
king/priest, the "holy trinity" of tyrannical power, the supreme guardian of the 
flock, "the lord of the royal pastoral art" of the first imperialist state which was a 
totalitarian theocratic, the dream still today of all Muslim, Jewish and Christian 
fundamentalists. (Sloterdijk, 2000) 


Never has a State reached such a degree of opulence as manifested by the 
construction of the palace of Sargon which covers ten hectares dotted with 
sumptuous gardens and houses two hundred and nine rooms decorated with 
frescoes and bas-reliefs populated by a crowd of courtiers and priests. This 
titanic state power was, one can imagine, a tyranny managed administratively 
through an imposing bureaucracy and protected by an army never equaled in 
the ancient world. Enslavement became an essential component of progress, 
enrichment, conquest, power. 


To tell the truth, precisely this excessive development of the aspiration to power 
often already contained the germ of ruin: after a certain time, the mastery of the 
occupied territories and of the submissive and always rebellious peoples 
absorbed too much energies, then lost for economic and cultural development”. 
(E. Drewermann, Spiral of Fear, p. 47) 


After having emptied man of his value and swallowed up his beauty, the tyrant 
with the help of the clergy made the human masses into monsters in the service 
of the conquering gods. Thus man is forced to prove the necessity of his 
existence only by his productivity alone, so that life in common is weakened by 
mistrust and anxiety. The other becomes a curse and threatens my social 
position. AS an economic competitor, the other risks depriving me of what | need 
to justify my existence. | must therefore annihilate him by liquidating his share 
of humanity, which will allow me later to use him as a beast of burden or to 
denigrate him as anti-human or non-human, fate which will be generally 
reserved for foreigners. Regardless of the type of society, the theme always 
remains the same: we use the other, we lower him, we degrade him, we insult 
him, we threaten him, we reject him, we torture him and finally we kill him. 
because we need it to justify our own existence and verify that we are 
indispensable to the community. 


The Mesopotamian empire disintegrated, its language fell into "oblivion " like 
Latin and ancient Greek thereafter, only its writings survived to our days and 
influenced the entire spiritual history of humanity . And let's not forget that in 
Mesopotamia, with the despot, was also born despair. 


Despair is then experienced as a condemnation. Now that man has consented 
to trade his freedom against the security of servitude, he knows at all times that 
he is responsible for his self-alienation. New anguish, because he knows that 
henceforth he is condemned to revolt, he is condemned to sin periodically so 
as not to sink into nothingness, hence the drama. Drama indeed, when the 
enslaved man is no longer ashamed of his condition, he prefers to definitively 
liquidate the freedom of his existence. Existential anguish is then replaced by 
despair, a state in which man has lost the courage to revolt. To despair of 
having to sin, such is the spiral of despair in which freedom and revolt are now 
frightening. 


Nearly 4,000 years ago, with Abraham, was born Yahweh, the only god. In 
Yahweh, the man transposed there not the powerful harmony but the power of 
the hegemonic power as represented at the time by the Mesopotamian despot 
Sargon. In short, Yahweh is the Jewish response to Mesopotamian theocratic 


totalitarianism, its identical counterpart which alone freed the Jewish people 
from the tyranny of other nations. Allah is the Arab answer to the despot god of 
Jews and Christians and so on. 


Since that day, God has become the object "boetyle " (mirror) of man and of 
the human race, the measure of all things under the influence of priests, rabbis 
and ulema, cantors of the sanctified uniqueness of god and of the King. The 
concept of God in monotheism is nothing but a projection of man: the fantasized 
power of despotic man. 


The three monotheistic religions all have in common Abraham, a Hebrew pastor 
, as the first prophet of the Word of God. With Abraham, was born Yahweh, 
unique and tribal god. He lives in Ur (Our) in Mesopotamia and was therefore 
in contact with Mesopotamian mythology where the gods took on human 
appearance (anthropomorphism). Abraham belongs to the tribes of nomadic 
pastoralists often opposed to the peasants, farmers, and sedentary people of 
the city-states. Of all the peoples of the earth, Genesis is only interested in the 
family of Sem, known as the Semites, the clan of Abraham who will have Isaac 
and Jacob as descendants, called the “ patriarchal triad ”. From Jacob will be 
born twelve sons constituting the nucleus of the Hebrew people: the twelve 
tribes of Israel, tribes of pastoral nomads. 


This is the era of the Bible, more precisely, of the Old Testament: the religion 
of Israel, the religion of the Book of Creation. The spiritual strength of the Bible 
lies in the fact that its history amalgamates all the archetypes and myths of 
history since the Paleolithic while combating them. 


All the great archetypes of humanity are gathered there: the primordial waters: 
"the spirit of God hovered over the waters" (I:1-2), organization of chaos: "Let 
there be light" (I: 3) , etc. The creation of man with clay dates back as far as 
Paleolithic statuary; as a restitution of the primordial act where man created his 
gods with earth and already contained in Sumerian mythology. As in all 
mythologies, the forces of nature must be subdued: "Let us make man in our 
image, like our likeness, and let him rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the sky, the cattle" (| :26). The creation of woman from a rib removed from Adam 
indicates the androgyny of primordial man listed in many other beliefs where 
the mythical Ancestor has a unity, a totality of the masculine (animus) and the 
feminine ( anima). And of course, as in any patriarchal mythology, following the 
example of Pandora among the Greeks, the woman will split this harmony by 
her “original sin” and will eternally suffer the consequences. 


Like all oppressed peoples, the Hebrews and their tribes of course suffered 
persecution. From the beginning, man has always identified with the dominant 
forces of his time, from the totem of the cave bear to Sargon. The Revelation 
of Yahweh to Abraham is part of the same mental process but this time by 
introducing the notion of rebellion against power by creating an equally powerful 
counter-power. Yahweh, who through Love created heaven and earth, men and 
animals, is also a warrior god, the savior who must reign over the world like 
Sargon, "king of totality " . 


Even if no trace reveals the existence of the historical Abraham, whether real 
or fictional, the Yahwist, the historian priest who wrote the Bible felt the need to 
give the genealogy of the Hebrew people a strong and courageous father 
chosen by Yahweh as a great caravan leader or shepherd shepherd to guide 
the Hebrew people to the Promised Land. Note that the term Yahwist 
designates the unknown author(s) of the Bible and whose date of writing is 
uncertain, a debate that we leave to the exegetes. Because for us, simple 
neophytes, the only question that concerns us is its raison d'étre. Abraham's 
primary role is to reveal to the Hebrew people the existence of a powerful God: 
Yahweh, even more powerful than the despot Sargon who raged against them. 
Yahweh became the theological counterweight to the Mesopotamian political 
yoke. 


Why did the Yahwist feel the need at some point to write the history and 
genealogy of the Hebrew people? According to several specialists, it would 
seem that to put an end to the internal divisions between Israelites, to the non- 
respect of the precepts of the divine law revealed to Moses, the Yahwist felt the 
need to put offenders in order. 


“During exile, the people needed to forge a new identity and rediscover the 
consciousness of their origins. And the author of Genesis used, to express the 
identity of the people, stories that existed here and there about the ancestors, 
old folk stories to which he gave a new dimension. It was a response to a critical 
situation: the prophets had predicted that if the Israelites continued to betray 
Yahweh and flout the laws, misfortune would befall them. With the exile (from 
Babylon (nda), this prophecy came true. It therefore seems to them that 
everything is over. It is therefore necessary to revive hope. However, one of the 
characteristics of the Yahwist author is to put forward that the Patriarchs 
embody the chance, for the Israelites, to become a great people and to inherit 
a land.” (Abraham Segal, Abraham, Enquéte sur un patriarch, p. 127-128) 


It is now certified that the Old Testament had as its leitmotif the creation of a 
national identity and that its first writings date from the exile in Babylon of the 
Hebrew people following the destruction of Jerusalem. Over the centuries there 
were several deportations of the Israelites to Mesopotamia. In 721, the kingdom 
of Israel was destroyed by Sargon II and the population partially deported, while 
the greatest deportation followed the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 
587 by Nebuchadnezzar. Arrived in Babylon, the exiles discover with 
amazement an extremely prestigious culture with two writing systems: 
Akkadian and Sumerian whose written clay tablets kept in sanctuaries 
perpetuate the durability of the religious codes and the laws of the city. . Faced 
with such a level of excellence, the Yahwist understood the urgency of providing 
the Hebrew people with a unifying text of divine origin. 


Thus Genesis is presented both as a theological narrative with a political aim in 
view of the establishment of a Hebrew theocracy. In 1983, the specialist John 
van Seters in In Search of History , quoted by Ségal, demonstrated that the 
biblical texts were probably conceived from a rich oral tradition of storytelling, 
from disparate stories of several characters from several peoples, from 
legends, myths and folklore which were subsequently collected, ordered and 


finally chronologically structured forming a highly unified work. Van Seters 
bases his demonstration on the example of the Greek Herodotus (v. 484-420) 
considered the “father of history”, the first historian whose writings have come 
down to us intact. His masterwork Histoires offers a large mass of information 
on the wars between Greeks and Persians, on the habits and customs of daily 
life, on religious beliefs, public institutions, food and dress codes, in short 
Herodotus draws up a descriptive framework , a way of telling that the Yahwist 
of the Bible surely also applied to his work. This is the case with the great texts 
of Humanity such as the Indian Upanisads, the Mesopotamian Gilgamesh, the 
Iranian Ghatas, the Old and New Testaments, the Torah, the Koran ; all part of 
a poetic vision or rather a fictionalized conception of history, a kind of docu- 
fiction aimed at establishing a true theology of domination. This point of view is 
now recognized and adopted by several specialists. 


Long before Egyptian hieroglyphs and Sumerian writing, long before the Bible 
and long before the first philosophical writings of ancient Greece, the word of 
the tale, the poetry of songs were the oral accounts of a sacred story, guardians 
of human memory. . The narrative rubs shoulders with epic, dramatic, religious, 
mythical, poetic, theatrical and romantic discourse. This is the undeniable 
strength of the story. The story is of all times and is transmitted from generation 
to generation as a legacy, a tradition that does not allow any other 
interpretation, especially not that of "philosophical truth ". The man has always 
crowned the story with the illusion that makes sense and consensus to the 
detriment of reality. Because the man is above all a poet. He likes to invent 
worlds made up of fantasies, dreams, utopias, worlds inhabited by strange, 
passionate, often monstrous characters, interchangeable universes in tune with 
the latest scientific knowledge and the advancement of knowledge. (Hentsch, 
Telling and Dying, 2002) 


All these illustrious writers, inspired by prophets like Abraham, Moses, Jesus, 
Zarathustra, Muhammad, Buddha, all wrote an immense saga with their heart 
and their intuition giving it an astonishing force of penetration. These are catch- 
all texts bringing together all the legends and rituals since prehistory and written 
in a flamboyant style using exasperated images in sometimes violent, 
sometimes sensual colors recounting the tense, warlike, murderous relations 
between men and their possible pacification. is the cry of human distress in the 
face of distant liberation. These biblical or other writers have truly resuscitated 
the past by highlighting selected significant facts which in turn become symbols, 
"renovated " myths , updated within a territory, a geographical framework giving 
the true impression of a whole era. Thus unfolds before our eyes, like an 
animated dream, the whole fantastic story of the man who moves us and makes 
us dream. Is it true? Is this wrong? Nobody will know for sure, but if we want to 
put ourselves out of history for a moment, we have to recognize that we are in 
the presence of the greatest works of literary art of humanity. Who says works 
of art, says artists, says men. But like all men, these writers cannot ignore their 
torments. 


“There is throughout the Bible, with regard to the surrounding cultures, what the 
situationists have called diversion. They proposed as one of the forms of 
revolutionary action the fact of re-grabbing a text, for example, and diverting it 


from its meaning, from its objective, to make it say something completely 
different. This is exactly what all Jewish, then Christian (and Muslim) writers 
have done. They took a text (Assyro-Chaldean, Sumerian, Egyptian, Persian, 
Greek, etc.) and applied it to a completely different situation. They changed 
certain terms, they inserted it into a context that diverted it from its original 
meaning, and so on. (nda: The parenthesis is ours) (Ellul, The Subversion of 
Christianity, p.24) 


From the beginning of Genesis, we learn that we are victims of the deceits of 
the serpent and incarnate its Fault. We dared to disobey, we revolted against 
the supreme power. Whether Adam and Eve actually crunched the apple or 
symbolically discovered the joys of sexuality according to the psychoanalytic 
school, whatever the reason, they made a gesture of rebellion leading to a 
liberation from a yoke as beautiful as it may be. ( the golden prison) 


Let's not forget that the nascent civilization, from Mesopotamia via Egypt and 
lran, was crossed by revolts repressed in blood by tyrants invested with divine 
gift. The biblical serpent brings to light that God's prohibition against the fruits 
of the tree of knowledge actually represents the knowledge of the harsh laws 
of bondage which the despot enacts in commandments to protect himself for, 
in truth, he fears and trembles for his throne. The serpent of the Bible reveals 
and denounces the amalgam God-king. The king is not actually a god and he 
must ensure that the humans never find out about the subterfuge. The 
harshness of the punishment with which the king threatens man in the name of 
god hides his own vulnerability. The tyrant wants to be omnipotent like God to 
hide his impotence. The king is now unmasked. 


Man regains his freedom, he can judge whether the prohibition is right or not. 
Barriers fall, the snake reveals that revolt is possible. Will follow the expulsion 
from Paradise and political exile... as a punishment. This is what happened to 
man who disobeyed the commandments of God and what is likely to happen if 
the royal laws are rejected. This disobedience to God is consistent with a whole 
panoply of myths where the idea of the death of a king was necessary for the 
birth of a new god in a more purified form, we think here of Yahweh, a unique 
god supplanting the god- polytheistic king of ancient civilizations. Incidentally, 
Hebrew Genesis and much of the Old Testament grew out of the archaic 
mythologies and religious visions of ancient oppressors seeking to protect 
theocracy. 


From several angles, the biblical text takes up the warning issued by the 
Egyptian prophet lpu-wer indicating that when the pharaoh no longer behaves 
like the god-incarnate, everything is called into question, in the first place the 
original Creation. Because the metaphorical interline of the text is intended as 
a warning addressed both to the king and to his subjects: from the moment 
when the image of god is blurred by the king's iniquity and man falls in revolt, 
neither the king nor the people are able to find their way back to God and 
become subject to evil. 


So if there is evil, it is the claim of man to reach by himself the dimension of 
God and that all his misfortunes are the consequences of desperate attempts 


to justify his existence by self-divinization. The more he tries to be like God, to 
take his place, the more he misses his life. The concept of domination then 
emerges as "a failed attempt at adaptation" which steers the man in a false 
direction which separates him as much from his partner as from his brothers. 


Parallel to the political message, a theological message is also essential. The 
themes of the narrative such as sin and punishment, mortal hatred and shame, 
anguish and exile, the threat of peoples and confrontation, the submission of 
woman and the deification of man are themes upon which the history of 
mankind is built. To this, add the fear of hunger, poverty, disease and physical 
handicaps, fear of exclusion, annihilation and finally death and we have there 
the general topo of human distress dedicated to fear. Thus the whole structure 
of human existence rests solely on what we would call "natural " anxiety. And 
the fundamental natural anguish is strictly linked to the ambivalence of life and 
death: one must agree to kill in order to live, to carve up and eat the animal or 
the plant that one venerates as a god with as consequence that one cannot 
survive without being guilty of this murder. Nothing can happen without a god 
being sacrificed for it, such is the natural primitive thought that Genesis will 
“supernaturally ” transform into original sin as a consequence of the distance 
from god that Jesus will come to redeem by his sacrifice. Because unlike 
animals, man knows the consequences of his actions, he is aware that if he is 
still alive it is because he has killed. But what harm is there since the movement 
of life itself requires us to dominate? There is evil when the natural domination 
of man turns against his creator and his own brother, then there is wickedness. 


Are we then surprised to discover all the Mesopotamian hatred towards man 
resurging at the source of Judaism in the Bible? The man, called the glebose, 
is associated with evil: seeing that the evil of the glebose multiplies “lahveh 
(Yahweh) regrets having been the glebose on earth. | will erase the glebe that 
| have created from the faces of the glebe” (Genesis V1; 6-7) What resemblance 
between the disappointment of Yahweh and that of the Babylonian god Apsu 
who, exhausted by the noise of his creatures, decides to exterminate them or 
the Mesopotamian god Enki, as we have seen, who decides to create puppets, 
a real failure of Creation. 


Incidentally, Hebrew Genesis and much of the Old Testament grew out of the 
religious visions of the Mesopotamian oppressors. 


Of the Iranian Magi, the scribes of the Bible will of course remember the Devil, 
our Satan. But curiously, Satan is familiar with God and is part of the Heavenly 
Council. More still, Satan is the instrument of the divine wills which want to put 
to the test the virtues of Adam, Eve and later Jacob. Satan is far from being the 
fallen angel, the enemy of God but rather a servant of his will like the book of 
Isaiah where "God sent an evil spirit to sow discord between him and the 
inhabitants of Schechem... (Book of Isaiah, Judges, IX; 22-57) 


Thus the demonic services carry out the revenges of God that is to say that 
God, in the Old Testament, is at the same time the Good and the Evil and never 
the Devil appears there like sworn enemy of God. So is Satan evil? No, in the 
Old Testament, it represents the suffering willed by the will of God. Until the 3rd 


or 2nd century BC, as disconcerting as it may seem, the Devil as representative 
of absolute Evil is absent from the Bible and from primitive Judaism. The truly 
demonic Devil of Iranian inspiration as "the Prince of this world" who becomes 
absolute Evil and the enemy of God is the work of the New Testament which 
we will study later. 


The different levels of interpretation tell us that evil would historically be the 
result of a transgression against an already established order. The shift from 
the arboreal vegetarian to the carnivorous hunter of the Paleolithic marks the 
transgression of the matriarchal "earthly paradise " as the dominant code by 
the patriarchy of the horde. The activity of hunting and the creation of tools and 
weapons correspond to periods of phenomenal expansion of the brain. The 
progressive arrival of consciousness makes man capable of recognizing the 
responsibility for his acts (Kant) and evil then becomes associated with the guilt 
felt in the act of killing the deified animal, which joins Freud's psychoanalytical 
position concerning the sin of Adam and Eve and the onset of neurosis. 


The act of transgression against God theologically produces sin, 
psychologically produces anguish and politically revolt. The world is now split. 
Cain's fratricide towards Abel marks the transgression of the moral code of 
brotherhood, marks the rupture between agrarian and urban civilization and 
pastoral life, sedentary life replacing the golden age of nomadism, all this 
contributes to accelerating the process of division between families, tribes, 
ethnic groups. 


The fault is well and truly identified with an act of freedom and emancipation 
(Hegel/Sartre). Evil becomes the necessary period of chaotic transition 
following the transgression of a previous order, a "normal " situation for any 
psychological, sociological, political or theological system which tends to 
restore the disturbed balance and order. 


The man is guilty of a choice of freedom by the transgression, his punishment 
will be the anguish and the evil is one of the consequences of his act. Man lost 
in a forbidding nature, forced to earn his pittance by the sweat of his brow, 
tormented by fear can only find “ peace of soul” in faith, the only one capable 
of restoring order. The woman, for her part, finds in motherhood not what should 
have been her joy but her suffering; her blessed gift of giving birth becomes the 
instrument of her punishment: 


“| will multiply the pains of your pregnancies, in the pain you will give birth to 
sons. Your lust will lead you to your husband and he will rule over you" (Gn 
3:16). 


This domination of man over woman, the basis of tribal patriarchy, will continue 
in the domination of a people who submit another. (Gn 9: 20-27) The biblical 
condemnation of Canaan with its agrarian fertility rites of matriarchal types is 
evident and its domination seeks to justify the socio-political organization of the 
Hebrew patriarchal and nomadic family on the agrarian matriarchy of the land. 
-mother. The domination of the patriarchal society over the matriarchy 
completes that of the man over the woman. 


Thus, domination henceforth constitutes the fundamental structure from which 
is written the history of male/female relations and those of agreements and 
oppositions between peoples. Moreover, the servitude of women within the 
family served as a " pilot project" for the establishment of the slavery of one 
tribe dominated by another, which reminds us of the Mesopotamian god Enki, 
we We have seen who decides to create puppets, a real failure of Creation, 
slaves of the gods. The common belonging of individuals, the fraternity of 
peoples have dissolved into distrust, even worse, fear and violence between 
members of the same species. 


Homo Demens 


“The absolute being, the god of man is his own essence. The power of the 
object over him is the power of his own essence. (...) What man... wishes to be, 
he makes it his God.” (Feuerbach) Nothing fascinates man so much as the 
appropriation of the phenomenal power complex that seems to govern the 
universe: creation. 


The first "living " creature born of human imagination (other than God himself, 
atheists will rightly say) is Galatea: a young man named Pygmalion sculpts in 
ivory a marvelous woman whom he wants for a wife. Aphrodite's intervention 
will bring the statuette to life. We can see in this metaphor that a God gives life 
to a creature from the artist's imagination and that in this sense he endorses 
the desire of man to reach the deity. But this story also demonstrates that 
technology and art can be used to express male fantasies about the female 
body. 


At the religious level, it is in the book of creation Sefer Jezira of Jewish 
inspiration, written between the 3rd and 6th centuries AD, that an artificial being 
(Golem) appears created by man in clay and which comes alive through the 
magic of sacred words. For the first time is thus attested the creation by man of 
an artificial being by a magico-religious practice. This is so in the Christian 
tradition of the creation of a little boy by Simon the magician to whom he would 
have given not only a body but also a soul. A detail of considerable importance 
since at all times, God was the one and only depository and dispenser of the 
soul as the principle of life. 


In a coup, the king is replaced by another, a president, a prime minister by 
another, the title, the concept, the representation, the idea is usurped. Now 
ideas do not die, they exist; we can affirm them or challenge them, not kill them. 
To announce the death of God is to pour emptiness into nothingness. No death, 
rather usurpation by Promethean man of power from the gods; the divine has 
only “changed its skin. By stripping the old gods of their attributes, an 
unprecedented sense of freedom invaded the human consciousness where 
certainty was manifested. Since the first certainty is that of my existence 
revealed by consciousness, by thought (I think therefore | am) and that 
nothingness, infinity, nature cannot think, then "I", my consciousness of being, 
is the fulcrum of all Knowledge. It is through my consciousness that the world, 


the galaxies, the planets, nature, the other exist . Descartes had just placed 
man on the throne of the universe again and restored man to an anthropocentric 
position. The metaphysical revolution of Descartes allowed man to rise above 
nature by giving him the right to dominate it like a demiurge. This certainty of 
the man-god will be the Achilles' heel of Western modernity. 


Usurping the power of creation from God, Galileo, Descartes, Newton, became 
the demiurges of modernity, the instigators of the "metaphysical coup" leading 
to the divination of man. A new worldview called “materialist ” proclaimed that 
matter is the only substance, the only reason for being and knowing. By giving 
matter a spontaneous creative force and considering movement as its vital act, 
resurgent materialism joined the Epicurean precepts of ancient Greece that 
Engels would update by writing: "that the spirit itself is only the product the 
highest of matter. » 


Modern technology in this context is partially explained as the Western 
voluntarist realization of the Christian dogma of man's transcendence over 
nature and his legitimate desire to dominate it. The incarnation of man is only 
possible if God is expelled from the world. The expulsion of God will be the 
metaphysical coup d'etat of modernity. God drove Adam and Eve out of 
paradise, Descartes and Galileo drove God from the earth, man replaced him. 
Thanks to science, to technology, modern man, this new demiurge, was to lead 
barbarous humanity to the Promised Land. Man sublimated his inferiority 
complex with respect to God into a powerful megalomania: Man will be the 
creator of universes, his universe. He created the machine in his image: the 
divine order was succeeded by the human order. 


The extreme tensions perceptible since the beginning of the 20th °°"'Y have 
upset all the achievements of civilisation. Whether in science, in art, in politics, 
an unprecedented wind of revolt blew. A new world seemed to dawn on the 
horizon, revolution was on everyone's lips. But all these changes could have 
taken place only because they were carried by an important metaphysical 
dimension which included a soteriological social project for the new man; that 
is to say that they all proposed, whether in art, cubism, suprematism, 
constructivism, productivism, surrealism, whether it is positivism in science, 
whether communism, nazism , fascism, and even liberalism, all metaphysically 
supported a doctrine of the salvation of mankind through the incarnation of a 
new savior. It is not so easy to get rid of two millennia of Christic messianism. 
Malevich, but also Delaunay, Kandinsky, Mondrian, De Chirico and even Breton 
then Borduas were fervent metaphysicians. 


“It was not only science and technology that inspired modernity. It was also, it 
was above all perhaps, a whole spiritualist syncretism that fed on what is most 
contrary to reason. Theosophy and anthroposophy, no doubt, but also 
spiritualism, occultism, dialogue with the dead, belief in invisible worlds, 
mysterious rays, paranormal forces, parallel universes. (...) None of the great 
names of modernity, from Kupka to Kandinsky, from Mondrian to Malevitch, 
from Duchamp to André Breton, emerged unscathed from this fascination which 
shows that Symbolism did not die in 1900. A whole disturbing esoteric nebula, 
where we find the belief in paranormal powers, the taste for palingenesis 


(reincarnation) and eschatologies (ultimate vision of man and the universe), but 
also the belief in the manipulation of the masses by the occult power of a few 
initiates, mages, masters and "leaders " (Mussolini, Hitler, Stalin), obscures the 
brilliance of the Enlightenment that modernity was supposed to increase. (Jean 
Clair, The Artist's Responsibility, p.17-18) (The words in parentheses are ours.) 


Most artistic movements were also converging towards a total engagement 
centered on destruction and annihilation as an expression of anger and latent 
frustrations. In fact, the artists were responding to the call of probably the oldest 
myth of humanity, that of the periodic regeneration of the world that is found 
everywhere, in all archaic, traditional and now modern societies, "the eternal 
return" . so dear to Nietzsche. This need to completely renew the world in which 
we live corresponds perfectly to the revolutionary spirit of the time in all fields, 
whether in science, in art, in politics: the annihilation of the old world is 
imperative to the coming of new times. 


Destroy, deconstruct, put an end to the backward-looking order of ruins and 
decadent museums; even the present has value only because it is an obligatory 
passage to reach the goal. New century, new technique, new civilization, new 
city, social novelty of the urban masses, for the first time, the mechanical order 
becomes the ideology of the "new Jerusalem." 


The theologian Jacques Ellul, in Les nouvelles possédés , goes there with an 
inescapable demonstration where he demonstrates the spectacular entry of 
politics into the religious universe despite the atheist discourse of certain 
societies, a phenomenon which he described as “political religions . » 


“Ideologies multiplied with the development of nations, of modern states and 
of the democratic system, but then there appeared ideologies of a particular 
type, with “Marxism-Lelinism-Stalinism” and with Hitlerism; they entered 
directly, explicitly in competition with Christianity, claimed to be superior to the 
transcendent religions and to replace them. But this corresponded to the crisis 
and decline of Christianity. These ideologies then in reality assumed the 
functions and characteristics of these religions, and most especially of 
Christianity. They have become like a kind of substitute. (Jacques Ellul, The 
Newly Possessed, p.258) 


Thus Hitler modeled the organization of his Nazi Party on that of the Catholic 
Church. Moreover, he said: 


“| learned a lot from the Jesuit Order (...) Until now, there has been nothing 
more grandiose on earth than the hierarchical organization (sic) of the Catholic 
Church. | transposed much of this organization into my own party. | am going 
to reveal a secret to you (...) | am in the process of founding an Order (...) in 
the “burgs” of my order, we are going to create a youth that will make the world 
tremble. » 


Hitler cut it short and explained that he couldn't say more. He did not reveal the 
identity of the dreaded organization at this time. In fact, he was referring to the 


Schutzstaffel, better known as the SS. General Walter Schellenberg, former 
head of German counterintelligence explained after the war: 


SS organization was formed by Himmler according to the principles of the Jesuit 
Order. Their regulations and the Spiritual Exercises prescribed by Ignatius of 
Loyola served as a model which Himmler tried to copy exactly. » 


Jacques Ellul expressed, even recently, in these terms in his book The 
Subversion of Christianity : 


“How is it that the development of Christian society and of the Church gave birth 
to a society, a civilization, a culture that is the complete opposite of what we 
read in the Bible, of what is indisputable to the time of the Torah , of the 
prophets, of Jesus, of Paul? | mean everything. It is not on one point that there 
was a contradiction, but on all points. (Ellul, p.9) 


The Catholic Church has failed. To acquire the considerable power of religion, 
the nascent revolution had to eliminate ideological competition and propose 
atheistic Marxism-Leninism as a revolutionary alternative to religion. The 
proletariat is then charged with the soteriological and historical mission of 
saving the human race. 


Marx, during his stay in England, studied the great theoreticians of English free 
thought, including Toland, who wanted a return to primitive Christianity without 
dogma, and Hobbes, who renounced the authority of the church in favor of civil 
power. Hobbes took advantage of this metaphysical fracture to establish a 
radical contestation of politics by breaking with the ancient tradition where the 
community prevailed over the individual. The rise of individualism to the 
detriment of community solidarity led Hobbes to think of a political system 
based on the domination of a strong power capable of unifying through fear and 
which is based on a contract of submission of each citizen: absolutism. . Since 
"man is a wolf to man" and the pursuit of profit through domination can only 
lead to violence, war, insecurity, Hobbes deduces that only the strongest power 
can to ensure the necessary security for the individual. 


Inspired by the monstrous Leviathan in the Old Testament Book of Job , 
Hobbes derived this motto: “nothing on earth can compare in strength to it” and 
applied it to the state. Invested with this absolute power, the State is able to 
impose peace on individuals by force, it is the only guarantor of life, of order 
because it prevents resistance from individuals: The State is "the civil war 
perpetually forbidden by the weight of power. This submission of the people 
operates through fear, the fear that cements social cohesion. The sovereign 
State absorbed the Church and thus acquired all the material means of 
administration and spiritual exercise of power: God is the State depositary of 
the right of power over the material mastery of the world. 


Marx and Engels, having well understood both the state absolutism of Hobbes 
and the revolutionary scope of the millenarian social discourse of the peasants 
based on the Parables of Christ, drew inspiration from it to elaborate the 


concepts of the proletarian revolution. Jesus, yes! The Church and its 
oppressive religion, no! Hence, "religion, the opium of the people." » 


Can atheism be religious? Atheism becomes religious when it falls into the trap 
of dogmatism inherent in all religions: embodying the only possible path to the 
spiritual . He puts on, so to speak, the robe of orthodoxy. Having begun by 
fighting against the most oppressive forms of the religious order, atheism 
insidiously acquires its attributes mainly the desire to save humanity and the 
promise of a promised land without God. The unbeliever then becomes a 
"messianic " atheist convinced of his saving mission. 


“The Marxist myth of a golden age, brought about by the definitive triumph of 
the proletariat, constitutes the most articulate and striking expression of all 
modern political eschatologies. According to Marx, the classless society of the 
future will put an end to all the conflicts and all the tensions which have 
characterized the history of mankind since its beginning. There will be no more 
history strictly speaking, there will be a kind of earthly paradise, because man 
will finally be free and will eat his fill, with the minimum of work, since the 
machines invented by scientists will take care of rest. (Eliade Mircea, 
Mephistopheles and the androgyne, p.226-227) 


But above all, perverse effect of history, Engels raised the socialist revolution 
to such a level of hope that it can only be compared to millennial expectations. 
The spiritual foundation underlying atheistic socialism is millenarian and 
Christian in inspiration. 


But where did Engels get this luminous idea if not from the writings of Joachim 
de Flore grouped together in Exposition de I'Apocalypse which dates from the 
beginning of the 13th °"Y . According to him, the millennium is the "third age" 
which will be that of the Spirit which will succeed the age of the Father ( Old 
Testament ), the age of the Son. ( New Testament ) We are just beginning to 
understand the exceptional role of the "prophecies " of Joachim de Flore in the 
birth, the structure, in short, the genesis of all modern millenarian and/or 
revolutionary movements, including communism in waiting of the return of the 
‘golden age. » 


The third era of history, according to Joachim, is that of freedom through 
knowledge placed under the sign of the Holy Spirit. It called into question the 
entire theology of the Catholic Church because the reign of freedom implies the 
historical overcoming of Christianity and Judaism and the abolition of their rites 
and institutions in favor of the universal regeneration brought about by 
knowledge. The revelation of God is no longer an isolated element in time and 
reserved for a chosen people, no! The revelation of God is perpetual, continual, 
progressive and keeps pace with our knowledge. The third age is that of the 
achievement of universal freedom marked by the triumph of reason and 
education. In summary, if there is a temple, it is the school. 


Thanks to Engels’ analysis, Marx clearly understood the emancipatory role of 
Jesus the Savior, whose sufferings are called upon to change the world. 
Pragmatically, his big question was: is the idea of Christ useful to the proletarian 


revolution? And not: is this idea true or false? Marx simply transferred the 
liberating power of Christ to the suffering proletariat. He only had to write the 
Gospel of the class struggle, the Manifesto of the Communist Party ; because 
the great revolutionary movements have always needed a founding text as the 
mystical basis necessary for their achievements. 


“Indeed , Marx's classless society and the consequent disappearance of 
historical tensions find their exact precedent in the myth of the Golden Age 
which, following multiple traditions, characterizes the beginning and the end of 
History. Marx enriched this venerable myth with a whole Judeo-Christian 
messianic ideology: on the one hand, the prophetic role and the soteriological 
function that he attributes to the proletariat; on the other hand, the final struggle 
between Good and Evil, which can easily be compared to the apocalyptic 
conflict between Christ and Antichrist, followed by the victory of the first. (Eliade, 
1963, p.225) (soteriology: doctrine of the salvation of humanity which implies 
the coming of a savior) 


For Engels and Marx, it is obvious that primitive Christianity is at the origin of 
modern socialism. It is from this atmosphere of salvation-oriented religiosity that 
he understands that he must present his philosophical and economic theory "as 
a complete system of explanation, of interpretation of the world, with a global 
vision of the meaning of history and its movement which gave man meaning to 
his life. (Ellul) 


The question of the God of the Jews or the Christians and its analysis left Marx 
indifferent; what mattered was the role played by religion in social processes 
and above all to denounce the exploitation of the working class by the Church. 
His position is clearly expressed in the Brussels German Gazette of September 
12, 1847: 


* “The social principles of Christianity justified ancient slavery, glorified 
medieval serfdom, they are ready if need be to also glorify the oppression of 
the proletariat — they will be left to play pity. 


* The social principles of Christianity preach the necessity of a dominant class 
and an oppressed class and confine themselves to the pious wish that the first 
be charitable towards the second. 


* The social principles of Christianity place in heaven the consistorial 
compensation for all infamies and thereby justify their maintenance on earth. 


* Social principles express all the baseness of which the oppressed are victims 
on the part of the oppressors either as just punishment for original sin and other 
faults, or as tests imposed on the elect by the Lord in his infinite wisdom . 


* The social principles of Christianity preach cowardice, self-contempt, 
abasement, servility, humility, in short, all the properties of rabble; the 
proletariat, which does not want to be treated like the rabble, needs its courage, 
its dignity, its pride and its sense of independence much more than bread. 


* The social principles of Christianity are servile and devious and the proletariat 
is revolutionary. » 


In sum, the New Testament has a revolutionary potential disguised by "the 
social principles of Christianity" preached by the Church. This position of Marx 
gave rise to various left-wing millennial movements associated with utopian 
socialism and Christian Marxism. 


Religion comes from relige a kind of bond between men, the first primitive 
impulse of the human towards the community is of communist essence. 


The writer Gorki, is at the origin of this idea of a socialist religion. In a short 
story called The Confession , its hero Matvei is a seeker of God who 
unfortunately encounters many false prophets. One day, he meets a man who 
tells him about the terrible suffering that overwhelms his people and shows him 
the link between God and the poor proletariat. Like a revelation, he understood 
that this God is revolutionary humanity, a socialist humanity, but at the same 
time he grasps that this God has not yet been born, that this God, humanity is 
building him. From "bogoiskateli ", (seeker of God) he metamorphoses into 
"bogostroiteli". ( builder of God) - You who seek God proclaims this mysterious 
prophet to him, know that God is the future socialist humanity. Lenin perceived 
that the new man has not only understood the socialist revolution, he is now 
exalted by it and without exaltation, man cannot create anything grandiose 
much less build God whose celebration would be the revolution, the culmination 
of the path of proletarian cross. 


Henceforth, since the Soviet revolution, the Gospel is red ( Communist Party 
Manifesto ) and communism mutated into a substitute atheist religion. Lenin 
himself wrote expressly, according to Ellul, that “the constitution of the 
communist party was built on the model of the Order of the Jesuits and in the 
image of the Order of the Knights of Sword-bearing. » 


None other than the great Catholic theologian Gustav A. Wetter, former rector 
of the Pontifical Russian College and one of the best connoisseurs of 
communist ideology, was able to highlight, with rigor in his book Historical and 
Dialectical Materialism, the striking formal resemblances between the Roman 
Catholic system and the Soviet communist system. Note that the following 
parallel is applicable to all Islamic religious institutions, Jews, sects and 
messianic movements such as Evangelicals, Pentecostals, Born again 
Christian, Jehovah's Witnesses, Raelian etc. 


“Like Roman Catholicism, Soviet Communism (Chinese, North Korean etc.,) 
assumes a world ‘sunken in evil’, which needs 'redemption. The "revelation ", 
occurring at the "fullness of time" or at the apogee of dialectical development, 
is deposited, also in communism, in four canonical texts (The Manifesto of the 
Communist Party by Marx and Engels, The State and Lenin's Revolution , 
Mao's Red Book ) and their respective epigones. This revelation is guarded, 
protected and explained by the infallible Magisterium of the Party (the Church), 
by the Holy Office of the Political Bureau (the Vatican) and by the infallible First 
Secretary (the Pope) himself. The task of philosophers (priests and 


theologians) is not to enrich, multiply and criticize this doctrinal deposit, but only 
to teach people how to use it in all areas of life, and to ensure that keep “ the 
doctrine pure” by unmasking heresies and deviationists. The _ infallible 
magisterium of the Party openly condemns heresy. When he has spoken, the 
deviationist heretic has only to submit, to make his self-criticism and to abjure 
his heresy. (Inquisition) If he fails in his duty, he is "excommunicated " and 
expelled. ( like Salmon Rusdhie and his Satanic Verses for Muslims or the 
theologian Eugéne Drewermann for Catholics) Thus the Party appears as "the 
column and the fortress of truth " as the bulwark of orthodoxy. While being on 
the defensive, this orthodox communism practices the missionary offensive: the 
only doctrine conforming to the truth and bearing salvation, it aspires 
necessarily and by nature to spread by all means throughout the whole world, 
sending its missionaries everywhere from its propaganda center. Outside, no 
hello! ( the hell of the gulag) This requires rigorous organization, blind 
obedience, party discipline. And the whole is placed under the orders of the 
Great Chief, who is almost venerated as in a cult with demonstrations of 
submission, large gatherings, parades and pilgrimages to his tomb...” (quoted 
in Kung, God exists he?) (the words in parentheses are ours) 


Since Marxism is inspired by Christian messianism, it is quite logical that 
communism promises the promised land. However, this idyllic place is inspired 
by the City of God of Saint-Augustin, an atheist version. For Saint-Augustin, the 
state cannot exist apart from God and his laws because to last forever the state 
needs divine power. This is why the authority of the church must be absolute. 
The Catholic Church is therefore by delegation master of men. All who refute 
this authority must be demonized and destroyed. 


From Saint-Augustin, Lenin understood that the only possible equality of men 
passes through equality in the face of submission. The master of the Kremlin 
also arrogated to himself the divine right of life and death over his subjects. As 
soon as the Revolution was accomplished, Lenin, the great Bolshevik god of 
the sanctified State, imitating the biblical precepts, condemned the enemies of 
the New World Order to banishment. Land-owning peasants were 
dispossessed of their lands and eliminated, Orthodox priests and priests hunted 
down, Tsarist soldiers shot and recalcitrant proletarians sent to “re-education” 
camps. The Soviet Union knew its Inquisition and its great Terror. Stalin, the 
"bogeyman ", the Soviet Nimrod deported entire peoples, Cossacks, 
Abkhazians, Armenians, Tatars, Ubykhs, Kalmouks, Karatchai, Meshkists and 
Chechens. Two million were deported to Siberia. Red Square reflected the color 
of the blood shed by some 20 million victims of the Kremlin ogre. 


Not only is communist China atheist, but it paradoxically represents the most 
religious monotheistic country in the world. Its unique God, Mao Tse-Tung, the 
Father of the nation called, "the red sun that never sets" suggesting his 
immortality. Mao wrote the Bible of Communist Action: the little Red Book 
revered as the Koran or the Torah . All the religions that offend the Great 
Helmsman were severely controlled and many temples and monasteries 
closed, especially in Tibet, not to mention the millions of victims of the so-called 
“cultural” revolution led by the regime in China. 


It is always religious dogmatism, whether deist or atheist or statist, that 
reinforces the great despots in “their rights” when they massacre human beings 
or when they arbitrarily deprive them of their freedom. No civilization has been 
able to resist the pathology of hate. 


Pathological messianism. 


The rise of the far right in the West is mainly linked to the rise of European 
workers' movements known as the “revolutionary left. According to historian 
Eric Hobsbawm, Lenin begat Mussolini and Hitler. The victory of the Bolsheviks 
in Russia sounded the awakening of the right. The middle classes and the petty 
bourgeoisie were its backbone. The economic crisis of 1929 and its share of 
unemployed and deprived confronted parliamentary democracy and economic 
liberalism with an increasingly revolutionary working class while the bourgeoisie 
asked the government to fall back on force and constraint, which Mussolini did. 


Now that Freud had demonstrated the existence of dark forces (libido) and 
hidden instincts (Eros and Thanatos, life and death drives), Mussolini was the 
first to understand that fascism had to be draped in poetry and myths in order 
to succeed. It was by going to draw from the infinite resources of theosophical 
currents that Mussolini resuscitated the virtues of the Dionysian man who was 
simultaneously victorious, destructive and creative. Inspired by the immolation 
vertigo of the Aztecs, he sacrificed on the Fascist altars the best elements of 
Italian youth. 


Adolf Hitler, a failed German artist, understood all the revolutionary energy that 
lay dormant like a dormant volcano in the hearts of young Germans. Imitating 
Mussolini, it was a question of placing these hopes and framing these energies 
by putting them at the service of the Nazi ideology. Hitler did not invent anything. 
The hatred of Enlightenment, of Reason and of Science, the exaltation of 
heroism, of sacrifice, of the past, of patriotism, of the unity of the " Volk ", this 
people that one encounters in the dreamy wanderings : all this is contained in 
romantic poetry from the end of the 18th °°"'Y. To the hedonistic values of the 
Romantics, Hitler added a propaganda badge, a swastika, and hastened to 
found "the Hitler Youth." » 


The feeling of a new and better generation will lead to a sect of young beasts 
replacing the sentimental cowardice of adults. Thus was formed a special elite, 
the "band of the leader" whose political ascent represents the real living force 
of the revolutionary dictatorship centered on the search for power. He alone 
counts and to maintain himself there, the unscrupulous violence of humanity 
becomes spiritual value so that the brutal exercise of power is the only duty of 
the elite where all the members become accomplices of exactions like any 
criminal gang. Georgette Mouton in Youth and the Genesis of Nazism there 
even declares that “Nazism is a phenomenon of generalized and recuperated 
juvenile delinquency. » Thus the “new man ” was both martyred in his body and 
morally washed away capable of “doing evil for evil's sake. » 


The mystique of War and Death, of Sacrifice to the Fatherland, this irrational, 
spiritualist ideal, underlies in practice the desire for murder associated with the 
mystical taste for the drama of Calvary for messianic ends, to speak like Freud 
. Terror transformed into a theological weapon borders on radical atheism. Thus 
the "terrorism of religion" culminates in the "religion of terrorism." The policy of 
the " clean slate", complete destruction of the old structures to better rebuild 
and ensure the Victory of the New, such is the program of the Youth Party. The 
next generation would always be more valuable than the previous generation. 
According to Hitler, permanent revolution requires the perpetual renewal of 
society thanks to the vital momentum of young people from generation to 
generation. The regeneration of the world is in motion. 


All over Europe a huge cohort of citizens frustrated in their desire for heroic 
exploits asked only to serve a noble cause. Mussolini recruited among the 
soldiers, the students, the young workers and the unemployed, the members 
of the fascist brigades. The Fascist Blackshirts of Mussolini, the Nazi 
Brownshirts of Hitler, the Spanish Phalanges of General Franco, the Arrow 
Crosses of Hungary, the /ron Guards of Romania fulfilled their unfulfilled desire. 
All these ultra-nationalist movements prophesied on the ruins of the first war 
the mythical advent of a decisive victory over the forces of evil and disorder. 
Because the fascist elite requires noble qualities present in all classes of 
society. It is the mental predispositions, strengths of character and leadership 
that prevail over basely socio-economic considerations. Any being who feels 
capable of governing society can be part of this elite by virtue of the law of 
natural selection. Social Darwinism will become an inescapable component of 
Italian Fascism and German Nazism. The race struggle was, in Germany and 
Italy, preferred to the class struggle. 


In another place, a man named Mao engaged the communist youth within the 
Red Army in the traumatic “ Cultural Revolution . The ideology of diversion 
characteristic of both the arts and politics of the 20th century is slowly taking 
shape _ Modern dictators hastened to proclaim themselves the new gods of this 
technical world under construction by chasing artists from their much-desired 
edenity. It is characteristic to note that all messianic movements are based on 
a purification of society. Hitlerism, Stalinism and Maoism are no exception to 
the rule in their mission to erase all the social faults of the past and to engender 
a new man. As with religions, the believer of these "profane theologies " feels 
freed from ancient fears and grants the leader divine powers. 


All societies whether communist, socialist or democratic are crossed by the 
mechanistic ideology, a true state religion. Struck by technological idolatry, 
nations all dream of their redemption, of their liberation by industrial machines 
and their increased rate of production. Believing that technology has the power 
to solve all social problems is still today the political credo of many societies. 


Thus the new man could identify with the all-powerful God-State (capitalist or 
communist) for the conquest of the world and with the nation by using primitive 
tribal hatreds as a factor of social cohesion between classes. The theological 
terror of the Third Reich meant that the violence of the warrior merged with the 
mystical ambition of the prophet. The Brownshirts , SS and Kapos , a motley 


mix of underworld thugs with the educated elite, were the executors of the 
ultimate immolation enthroning sacrificial destruction as a bloodthirsty universal 
order. 


“The army and religion alone have the possibility of satisfying the most 
substantial aspirations of men. The first professes to really face death, the other 
knows the language imbued with anguish and stormy majesty that suits those 
who are on the threshold of the grave. (Georges Bataille, Complete Works Il, 
p.246) 


War is the engine of the new order while sacrifice acts as a founding act. Canon 
and faith merge in a complementary capacity to destroy. The Nietzschean will 
to power mutates into the will to end it. From this apocalyptic radicalism 
emerges the hell that Forster (1793) had predicted more than a century earlier, 
it is called totalitarianism. 


Totalitarianism wants to be a synthesis of all the myths through a 
“fundamentalist ” ideology aiming at a “utopian reconstruction of society from a 
global plan” which will bring salvation to humanity, to the human race. 
Totalitarianism is to politics wnat monotheism is to religion. Instrumental reason 
is a partner in this chimerical project of unity embodied in the single party. 


All totalitarianisms want to be resurrections of an authentic power that destroys 
everything that is put through its extension. The will to power contaminates 
freedom by its desire for accomplishment because this aim of completion 
founds the hope by which freedom sinks into radical evil as a work of 
totalization. More than essentially political, totalitarianism is the principle of 
terror, is the expression of radical Evil which tends towards the complete 
destruction of humanism by proposing an identity for degraded man; it is a 
policy of annihilation of the individual. 


“The magic of the extreme” is “the tragedy of our time. » 


Machiavellianism in politics, capitalism and socialism in economics, positivist 
scientism in the field of science, nationalism in the life of peoples, the absolute 
hold of technology on man, all this is the consequence of the ‘utilitarianism. 
(Berdiaef) 


"The marriage between totalitarian ideology and mechanized technique made 
possible the formulation of claims in favor of a total man, thus allowing an 
"authentic" sanctification of national life. (Robert A. Pois, La religion de la nature 
et National Socialism, p.207) 


Totalitarianism is a religious tragedy of the spiritually collapsed man who wants 
to regain his integrity in the systematic organization of all the components of his 
life, even if it means losing his freedom. Except that freedom transformed into 
necessity marks the triumph of reason having lost all contact with humanist 
experience because radiant reason affected by vertigo projects itself into the 
Absolute of Absolutes. All these politicians of the last century understood the 
strength of the three axes on which despotic power rests: the militarization of 


the single party, the " religious " subordination of individuals and the 
sacralization of state policy and its leader as in the old days. great ancient 
tyrannies. 


The 1920s appeared as a period marked by the desire to build a stable peace. 
As a symbol of pacifism at its height: the Briand-Kellogg Pact (names of the 
American Secretary of State and the French Minister of Foreign Affairs), signed 
in Paris on August 27, 1928 by some sixty States, was a pact of " general 
renunciation of war" whose signatories undertook to resolve all conflicts 
"peacefully". 


The situation changed radically with the effects of the great crisis of 1929 and 
the rise of fascism . , the problems related to the application of the treaties as 
well as the economic and social difficulties with which the governments were 
confronted quickly weakened them and favored the rise of political protests, 
coming from the communist revolutionary left, but also from new organizations 
which claimed an ideology news, fascism. In 1921 Benito Mussolini founded 
the National Fascist Party; on October 29, 1922, he became head of 
government and established a nationalist dictatorship, based on a strong state 
and dominated by a single party. 


The Weimar Republic, which ruled Germany after World War I, could not 
overcome the Great Depression following the economic crisis of 1929. In the 
face of popular discontent, the Communist Party and the National Socialist 
Party achieved many successes . In January 1933, Adolf Hitler, the leader of 
the Nazi Party, was appointed Chancellor by President of the Republic Paul 
von Hindenburg. The Fuhrer (“guide”) advocated a fascism whose essential 
specificity was its exacerbated racism. Faced with the humiliation of the diktat 
of Versailles, Hitler put forward the theory of Lebensraum, that is to say the fact 
of providing more living space to the German people; his belonging to a 
“superior” race, the Aryan race, giving, according to him, rights over other 
peoples. Political diversion of romantic idealism towards the racial ideal in 
Germany, towards the nationalist ideal in Japan, towards the communist ideal 
of the classless society in Russia. All three ended in barbarism. 


On the messianic person of the Fuhrer rested all the propaganda of Nazi 
ideology, “the only faith that leads our people to salvation. Here are the words 
spoken at the time by a prominent Party activist recounted by Hermann 
Rauschning in the nihilistic revolution : 


“The person of the Fuhrer must, more and more, withdraw into secrecy, into 
mystery. By surprising acts, by rare speeches, it will have to manifest itself only 
when the nation finds itself at a decisive moment in its destiny. The rest of the 
time, she will fade away, like the creator behind the creation, in order to increase 
the mystery and the power of action. The very rarity of his appearances will 
make them great events. No great leader should wear himself out with the daily 
drudgery of government. | can even imagine, continued this old militant, that at 
a critical moment for the nation, the dead Fuhrer would have a lightning action. 
A day might come when the Fuhrer would have to be sacrificed to accomplish 
his work. His own Party comrades, his followers will then have to sacrifice him 


themselves. When Hitler has become a truly mythical figure, only then will the 
full depth of his magical power be revealed. » (p.87) 


"Here the Fuhrer Mythus had truly become a' Hitler cult' and Himmler himself 
often referred to him as a 'Gottmensch.' (God-man) (Robert A. Pois, The 
Religion of Nature and National Socialism, p.87) 


Each time that art, science, politics, as much democracy as communism, the 
economy, as much capitalism as socialism, are magnified until they become a 
soteriological doctrine, i.e. a doctrine of salvation to the identical with the 
religions to which they belong or suffer the cultural repercussions; each time | 
say that this happens, they then adopt an extremist motus vivendi and 
inevitably, they all drift quietly towards totalitarianism. 


Because man is incapable of living in doubt, he needs support. Man abhors a 
vacuum. Nietzsche came to fill this gap by making the apology of the powerful 
and proud man without suspecting that the grandiose model of the superman 
that he had just created risked dragging freedom into absolute totalitarianism. 
Because before the reign of the superman must arise the “last man”, the one 
whose crisis of sense of values must contaminate the whole society and its 
institutions. 


In January 1932, Japan conquered Shanghai and part of the coast, then, in the 
years that followed, extended its domination to all of northern China. In 1937, 
during a campaign of extreme violence, he sought to seize the rest of China, 
subjecting the conquered regions to a particularly severe occupation regime. 
Hiro-Hito, Emperor of Japan, by invading China during the last Sino-Japanese 
conflict of 1937-45, wrote one of the darkest pages in Japanese history, an 
episode called "the rape of Nanjing". Immediately large-scale massacres 
began. Executions by bayonet or sabre. Rape and mutilation. The "rape of 
Nanjing" figures prominently among the crimes against humanity committed in 
the 20th cetry | even if the Japanese government persists in denying its 
importance. 


The rapprochement of Germany, Italy and Japan resulted in the signing of 
several treaties of alliance; in November 1936, the Rome-Berlin axis was 
proclaimed and, on November 25, 1936, an Anti-Comintern pact , (of non- 
aggression) to which Italy adhered the following year, was signed between 
Japan and Germany. The three states constituted the Axis powers. The sneaky 
Japanese attack (December 7, 1941) on Pearl Harbor which destroyed almost 
all of the American navy in the Pacific zone, marked the "awakening of America" 
and the intervention of the United States in the Second world War. 


Brilliant glow, black silence. 


To put an end to this madness, man imagined an even more terrifying madness 
by creating his nuclear apocalypse. The man went back to despair at his own 
end except that this time, unlike religious apocalypses, there will be no renewal, 
the nuclear apocalypse is the "final solution " without "tomorrow that sings." It 
was always so when humanity let itself be carried away by brutality disguised 


in religious ecstasy except that this time, man was overwhelmed by 
catastrophes that were no longer divine but by those that he himself caused. 
Thus in all aspects of life, man will always have chosen thanatos. 


On August 6 and 9, 1945, the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were 
literally "returned to the Stone Age", the favorite expression of then Air Force 
boss General Curtis Le May. Throughout his presidency, Harry Truman claimed 
that the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki had saved a quarter of a million 
human lives. And yet, even General Dwight Eisenhower informed his superiors 
“that Japan was already defeated, its reissue was only a matter of days, and 
the use of the bomb was completely useless. So why the Japanese holocaust? 
Eight months earlier, on February 13, 1945, Winston Churchill ordered the total 
destruction of Dresden. Yet, as later aerial photographs of English Mosquito 
planes showed, Dresden was completely devoid of German military 
installations and possessed no defense system. So why the German 
Holocaust? Response in Chronicle of World War II , page 606: 


“One can wonder, at the end of this murderous raid, why a historic city without 
any military interest was devastated in this way. The Americans, in particular — 
although they participated fully in it - deemed it “terrorist . » 


Words are unable to describe what is needed by those who do not know what 
horror stands for. (Apocalypse Now, Francis Ford Coppola) 


But above all, why a second atomic bomb, that of Nagasaki, when Japan was 
already "knocked out" by that of Hiroshima? Dresden (400,000 dead), 
Hiroshima (140,000) and Nagasaki (80,000) were, in fact, only guinea pig cities 
whose destruction was intended to impress the Soviets militarily and 
"unofficially" marked the beginning of the cold war: strategy of terror concocted 
by the Churchill-Truman tandem. The secret of this powerful explosive 
completely changed the diplomatic balance in favor of the allies. It therefore 
remained to demonstrate to the Russians that we had the logistical capabilities 
to use it. Unthinkable for the allies, the perspective of a_ typically 
anthropocentric, economically communist and geopolitically universalist 
atheistic millenarianism without any transcendental dimension, in short, which 
rejects the religion of God in favor of the religion of the State. Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki were the cities designated to make the dramatic demonstration of 
modern terror. AS a demonic scenario, even the gods have never done better. 
Homo sapiens or Homo demens , “that's the question! ( Frederic F. Clairmonte) 


We have to admit that since the Renaissance, despite laws, codes, religions, 
states, reason and knowledge, after Auschwitz, after "Little Boy" and "Fat Man", 
humanism has lamentably failed. 


The two great world wars demonstrated without trial the collapse of all 
progressive ideals, the collapse of the Nietzschean superman and the 
superheroes brutally revealing the self-destructive potential of Western 
societies, showing the defeat of humanism, struck down as much by the 
corporatism of state (Communist Russia) than private corporatism. (Capitalist 
West) 


In short, the end of the Second World War represents a major turning point in 
the neurotic expression of collective fears: fear of delinquents, fear of drugs, 
fear of communists, fear of anarchists, fear of atheists, finally by digging into 
the corners of remote from our collective unconscious, fear of the yet civilized 
Christian barbarian that we have become, capable of once again using the 
infernal energy of the evil atom against ourselves, against life. 


If the success of the ideologies of hatred and "every man for himself" has grown 
to delirium tremens, it is not by chance: the absurdity of the "superman" is 
beginning to become a political problem. 


“What really about the superman? (...) The one who despises the populace and 
counts himself among the physical and intellectual elite, among the 
distinguished people, the aristocrats, the privileged? Ruthless towards himself, 
does he not seek to eradicate what represents the happy medium, and to 
cultivate harshness and cruelty? Like a beast of prey whose motto would be 
"Live dangerously", does it not pursue its own interest, without regard to the 
victims, with the sole aim of increasing its power, which serves life, which 
benefits dominance? (...) This type of man is only too well known, whose " 
interpersonal relations are rarefied even in their private life, determined by 
functional and utilitarian values, governed by interests of power: everywhere 
the weak are the victim of the strongest, of the superior man, of the less 
scrupulous man. The horizon of meaning has effectively been erased, as well 
as the ultimate values, the obligatory norms, the acceptable models, the 
absolute truth. In reality, is it not a nihilism of values that now determines human 
behavior? What Nietzsche, more lucid than many others, had foreseen, did it 
not happen? (Kung, 1981) 


The Nimrod complex. 

It is undeniable that the scenario of the "salvation " of the world was badly 
abused from the beginning of the 20th °°"'Y . The affirmation of the imperial 
power that man arrogated to himself inevitably leads him to his downfall. 
Gradually, the vague contours of the notion of "fall " become clearer. It presents 
itself to man as an attempt at self-healing of his anguish by self-divination. 
Indeed, Genesis (Gn 10: 8-12) presents Nimrod as the first potentate whose 
dominant trait is a sickly claim to proclaim himself equal to God. This flight 
upwards can only lead to the destruction of man (neurosis) and that of 
humanity. ( chaos ) To free oneself from God by posing oneself as absolute, is 
to seek to free oneself from the “wound of being” by revenge towards life, even 
if it means destroying oneself. As if man could only find the necessity and the 
justification of his existence in the confrontation with the divine, as if his 
projection as an absolute ruler was the only possible avenue that could allow 
him to support himself. 


One of the fundamental errors of being is hubris , the excessiveness identical 
to that of the biblical Nimrod of which the mortal is guilty, who instead of listening 
to the voice of Dike (justice) lets himself go to the violence of his desire. "The 
greatest of evils is to commit injustice" said Socrates. 


The tragedy of Sophocles' Ajax, the Greek Nimrod is exemplary. Blinded by his 
desire for omnipotence, carried away by excess, Ajax believes he is 
independent of the gods and this impulse leads him to unreason. But contrary 
to the Bible , this desire for deity is not a sin but a tragedy due to ignorance and 
obstinacy; it is not freedom that is bad but the libertarian disproportion in excess 
that Plato will name the "titanic nature " of man. 


The paroxysm of this desire for power found an obvious political transcription 
in the totalitarian state. Conquests, destructions, looting, enslavement of 
populations find a plausible explanation here: the deity complex and by 
extension, the imperial and conquering perspective of world domination as a 
spiritual force. Let us specify from the outset that this deity complex is first 
perceived as an individual metaphysical revolt which then induces a collective 
sublimation of universal domination. 


The common denominator of all these drifts is indeed the advent of the new 
man, from the golem to the cyborg where everyone, the priest, the imam, the 
rabbi, the despot, the scientist, the politician, the artist, wants to recreate a 
second time the man in his image. Wanting to save men is what teaches us a 
lot about good and evil. Indeed, the problem is that when wanting to save men 
serves to affirm our own desire for the absolute, it mutates into evil. 


By thus freeing often tumultuous captive forces, the anarchy-prone vanguard 
sank into a malaise where the most troubled elements took command. Here 
again lurks the totalitarian drift inherent in any marginalized vision that wants to 
be soteriological in wanting to save humanity. 


Through this deity complex, "the inhumanity of humanity", barbarism is 
actualized by the incessant and exaggerated use of the means of destruction 
available to the subject to fight his brother. As if by this neurosis the man had 
lost the secret which makes it possible to maintain the humanity of the man. As 
if our anxiety to exist were it that we declared war on life itself. We are 
witnessing today a real race against time towards the deity of man, the most 
fundamental neurosis of man. This deity complex being the neurotic response 
of man alienated by theologico-political dogmatism. 


“So evil shows its true face. (...) It is because man is aimed at totality, the desire 
for total fulfilment, that he throws himself into totalitarianisms which properly 
constitute the pathology of hope ...” (Paul Ricoeur, The conflict of 
interpretations, p.429) 


The Popes of the Inquisition, Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, Mao, Hiro-Hito, Bin 
Laden, Kim-Jun Yung are all examples of absolutism. All of them provoked, by 
their will to be Savior, obscene events of incredible violence, a "true fury of 
destruction", a "fanaticism of devastation" where freedom annihilates itself. 
These psychopaths of the ultimate creation of the "neo -homo" are indeed 
madmen of the Absolute and each with their claim to save all of humanity used 
God, Allah or Yahweh as surety or alibi for their crimes. 


"Wherever finite entities internal to the world - once the 'nation’, the 'people’, the 
‘race’, even the 'Church, today the 'working class’, the 'party' or the ' true 
consciousness" of an intellectual elite - are set up as absolutes and held for the 
definitive emancipation, there does not occur the true liberation of man but the 
totalitarian domination of man over man, and therefore new suspicions and new 
hatreds, new anxieties and new sufferings among individuals, groups, peoples, 
races and classes: not a better society therefore, nor justice for all, nor the 
freedom of the individual, nor the true love. (Hans Kung, Does God Exist ? , p. 
565-566) 


The will to power contaminates freedom by its desire for accomplishment 
because this aim of completion founds the hope by which freedom sinks into 
radical evil as a work of totalization. The deity complex as an apology for the 
desire for power is the defeat of the spirit. 


This desire for power turns against the human, life in general to the point where 
he begins to dream of another world, of another life. There is then an inversion 
of values where the instinct of life is supplanted by the instinct of death; hatred 
of existence mutates into hatred of freedom. 


The seduction of disaster. 


Devastated by two world wars, shaken by incessant conflicts that affect the 
entire planet, marked by the appearance of new weapons of mass destruction 
and the rise of new forms of totalitarian barbarism such as fascism, Nazism and 
Stalinism, the 20th century has deeply and seriously integrated the historical 
barbarism of antiquity. Evil is omnipresent in human _ history: mass 
exterminations of peoples "dedicated to the forbidden", search for domination 
and racial or ethnic purity, slavery of the masses, enslavement of women as 
spoils of war and sexual object, forced labor of children, scholarly barbarism of 
weapons of mass destruction and chemical manipulations which increase the 
risks of humanicide . The biblical Nimrod is there to remind us: the excessive 
pride of self-divinized man in search of absolute power is our radical evil. 


“When the soul of the group, a god (scientist), a demi-god (artist), a leader 
(company) or a philosopher (politician) proposes a wonderful purification 
project, it is in the name of the humanity that the obedient person participates 
in the crime against humanity. (...) The slightest doubt would shatter their dream 
of a purified society. Only a traitor can question such a beautiful project.” 
(Cyrulnik) (Words in brackets are ours) 


"Is God only an initiative of human freedom, in the same way as evil? As radical 
as the otherwise evil? (Jorge Semprun, Evil and modernity) 


Evil is omnipresent in human history: mass exterminations of peoples 
"dedicated to the forbidden", search for domination and racial or ethnic purity, 
slavery of the masses, enslavement of women as spoils of war and sexual 
object, forced labor of children, scholarly barbarism of weapons of mass 
destruction and genetic manipulations which increase the risks of humanicide . 
The biblical Nimrod is there to remind us: the excessive pride of self-divinized 


man is our radical evil. These psychopaths of the ultimate “neo -homo’” creation 
are indeed Absolute madmen. 


From the deification of man as the spiritual foundation of modernity to the 
demiurgic temptation, the step was easily taken: the deity complex (man-god, 
master of the world) would be to modernity what the demiurge (god, creator 
universe) was in ancient times. The deity complex thus presents itself as a 
desperate attempt to compensate oneself for the experience of one's own 
nothingness (man is born once and dies forever) by the hubris of the demiurgic 
creation of a world. new. By wanting to be God, man discovered Nimrod. All the 
rest is told to us in the Bible, contemporary history confirms it, like the saga of 
its failure. 


The will to power contaminates freedom by its desire for accomplishment 
because this aim of completion founds the hope by which freedom sinks into 
radical evil as a work of totalization. The deity complex as an apology for power 
is the defeat of the spirit. Freedom by losing reason as a point of reference is 
annihilated in the alienation of human passions, it is the messianic illusion which 
has corrupted, vitiated, all the great revolutionary human enterprises. 


“So evil shows its true face. (...) Itis because man is aimed at totality, the desire 
for total accomplishment, that he throws himself into totalitarianisms which 
properly constitute the pathology of hope; demons, says the ancient proverb, 
only frequent the court of the gods .” (Paul Ricoeur, The conflict of 
interpretations, Editions Le Seuil, Paris, 1969, p. 429) 


Both theism and atheism come up against the efficiency of evil in the world. 
Having taken the place of God under the benevolent eye of the "Enlightenment" 
of modernity, man found a rational intention, a will to power in conformity with 
the final goal of his existence. From the deification of man as the spiritual 
foundation of modernity to the demiurgic temptation, the step was easily taken: 
the deity complex (man-god, master of the world) would be to modernity what 
the demiurge (god, creator universe) was in ancient times. The deity complex 
thus presents itself as a desperate attempt to compensate oneself for the 
experience of one's own nothingness (man is born once and dies forever) by 
the hubris of the demiurgic creation of a world. new. By wanting to be God, man 
discovered Nimrod. 


The deity complex leads inexorably to the bankruptcy of humanity. Thanks to 
science, to technology, modern man, this new demiurge, was to lead barbarous 
humanity to the Promised Land. Man sublimated his inferiority complex vis-a- 
vis God into a powerful deity complex: man will be the creator of the Universe, 
his Universe. He will create the machine in his own image: the divine order will 
be succeeded by the human order. 


“This is the perfect crime, perfect because the murderer and the victim 
are ultimately one and the same. ( Baudrillard) 


“ Today, and here again Nietzsche indicates from afar the point of inflection, it 
is not so much the absence or the death of God which is affirmed but the end 


of man; he then discovers that the death of God and the last man are linked. 
(...) Since he killed God, it is he himself who must answer for his finitude; but 
since it is in the death of God that he speaks, thinks and exists, his murderer 
himself is doomed to die: new gods, the same, are already swelling the future 
ocean; the man will disappear. More than the death of God - or rather in the 
wake of this death and according to a profound correlation with it, what 
Nietzsche's thought announces is the end of his murderer. (Michel Foucault, 
Words and Things, pp.396, 398) 


The end of the apocalyptic world of theologies was relegated to an archaic 
superstition unworthy of modern thought, until the day... when man, that fallen 
god, fell back to earth, when he was joined by the events of his own tragedy. 
Now man can put an end to his story, to the story of humanity, the only and true 
end of the “eternal return. » 


The Apocalypses are all marked with a hot iron of anguish: “ metaphysical 
anguish, anguish of neurotic origin, intimately linked and inseparable. The man 
seeks, through a disturbing darkness, to free himself from the heavy burden of 
his instinctual ambivalence. He tries, by expressing his anguish to flee it, to 
tame it, but, suffering his vertigo, tirelessly returning to the images it arouses, 
he is fascinated by it. (Gauffretau-Sévy, 1965) 


Evil is always defined as a separation, the rupture of a harmony, either in the 
same being, or between all beings. Between a science which, in its frantic race, 
seems to ignore the human, and a technology which worries and threatens it 
(nuclear, chemical weapons...), it is understandable to see impoesis settling in 
as a symptom of social unrest of our time, it means that the unhappy man will 
have willed and even created his unhappiness. 


“Hitler and Stalin are not images of the past. They came from the future. They 
are the original emblem of our present; From our era; that of the deconstruction 
of man. (Philippe Forget, Gilles Polycarpe, The mechanical man) 


Homo Deus 


“ Science sends back our own image to us: it is by looking in this mirror 
that we scare ourselves.” (Jacques Roger.) 


On this subject, the Nouvel Observateur of December 26, 1996 tells us that a 
CD-Rom for playing God is at the top of sales of electronic games and | quote: 
"And this is where you measure the extent of your power , the absolutism of 
your decisions: in view of their reactions, you can remove creatures that lack 
resistance. A file gives you all the necessary information on euthanasia. And 
while we're at it, check out the instructions that allow you to eliminate strains 
that are harmful to the race... True demiurges, you can therefore practice 
euthanasia and eugenics without flinching ...” Heil Hitler! We have gone from 
the fantasy of the Aryan race to the new biocracy. 


Veritable techno-transcendentalist rantings, these posthumanist philosophies 
constantly relate to the spiritual writings of Teilhard de Chardin who saw the 


epiphany of evolution as the “Omega point of an Ultra-humanity.” On the 
contrary, nothing is more inhuman, more cowardly than “to place all these 
hopes in these technologies in the hope that they will save us from facing the 
social, political and economic problems awaiting solution. ” (Déry) Such is the 
philosophy of the 3rd millennium, instead of tackling environmental problems, 
it is better to make nature disappear or rather to escape from it; instead of fixing 
the male/female disparities, let's make them disappear in the cyborg. 


Make no mistake about it, postmodern also means postbiotic “where robotic life 
forms capable of autonomous thought and procreation will develop into entities 
as complex as ourselves. Soon we will voluntarily transfer our minds into 
computer memory or robotic bodies, and say goodbye to this weak flesh that 
encumbers us .” (Déry/Moravec, 1997, p.18) Once again we are in the middle 
of an electronic millennial prophecy of eternal salvation. 


It is not a question of playing the technophobic Cassandra, but rather of quickly 
deciphering the secret codes of messianic techno-shamanic presentations, 
because let us not forget: “any “ transcendentalist ” ideology which promises an 
“exit from history, an overcoming of death” contains the germ of an apocalypse 
which would be its apotheosis.” (Haraway quoted in Virtual Speed, p.27) 


The question that arises today is therefore this: If modern technocracy in its 
powerful historical progression actually seeks to respond to aspirations as 
universal as the quest for spiritual truth, the conquest of nature, society 
abundance, creative leisure, a balanced life, why not live with it and take 
advantage of it; why do so many of us sink into depression; why does the West 
and its standard of living of a superiority such as it was never reached before 
in any other civilization offer the statistical picture of the highest suicide rate in 
the world? 


“What is amazing is that men contemplate this destiny and remain passive. 
Nothing is more disturbing in the world than human docility. Man is a wild 
animal, tamed, broken, who has been taught to march, to respond to the 
cracking of the whip. He accepts the sting and the kicks, the charity, the 
indifference and the cynicism of his masters. Only the fact that history shows 
that certain limits must not be exceeded, that too much suffering can cause 
general revolt, only these melancholy thoughts save us from total despair’. 
(Read, 1988, p.125) 


Why all this if not that this human life has been emptied of its substance and it 
no longer represents the great adventure hoped for. That technocracy has 
broken not only the ecological balance but also the psychic balance on which 
the survival of our species rested. 


Much of the progress proposes the development of an error. (Cocteau) 
“The world to come will be like this. Technology acclimatizes us, trains us, 


deforms us, creates needs, models brains according to the machine of which 
man becomes a complement. (Patrick Rambaud, Rebel Century, p. 198) 


The industrial revolution upset England at the beginning of the 19th century. In 
the textile industry, three professions are particularly threatened by the 
appearance of mechanical looms: sheet shearers, cotton weavers and loom 
knitters. Those who practice them are fairly powerful craftsmen, well organized 
despite the 1799 laws prohibiting any association in England (Combination Act), 
and better off than workers who work in factories. These highly technical trades 
are decisive for the quality of sheets or fabrics: depending on the work of a 
sheet shearer, for example, the price of the finished product can vary by 20%. 


Deprived of their means of subsistence, the cottagers fell at the mercy of the 
textile industry. This decline coincides with the rise of the factory, of the factory 
equipped with machines, of big industry eager for labor that can be exploited to 
death, and its possibilities of reproducing these. It is in short a variant and a 
resurgence of slavery with its laws against vagrancy, its forced labor houses, 
its twelve or fourteen hours of daily work, its prison discipline, its miserable 
wages according to the miserable cliché. 


“ The Oxford English Dictionary tells an interesting story. In 1779, in a small 
village in Leicestershire, a man named Ned Ludd forced open the door of a 
house and, “stricken with mad rage”, destroyed two stocking-knitting machines. 
The news spread. Soon, whenever a stocking-machine was sabotaged (which 
had happened regularly, the Encyclopedia Britannica tells us , since the 1710s) 
the good people would come up with the now-timestable phrase: “Here, another 
shot from Ludd. ” 


The years 1811-1812 crystallized the resentment of the English working 
classes and especially those of these craftsmen. This is because, in addition to 
the economic crisis, bad harvests and famine, these years marked the end of 
the paternalistic policies which protected the craftsmen and the launch with 
great fanfare of the policy of "laissez-faire" - we would speak today of economic 
liberalism. ? In the five counties of Yorkshire, Lancashire, Derbyshire, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, between 1811 and 1813, a _ popular, 
clandestine uprising, without an identified headquarters or central structure, 
unified by its sole grievances, refusals, aspirations, actions — and basically — by 
the common way of life of its members, immobilized an army of 12,000 soldiers 
in the middle of the Napoleonic wars, not counting snitches and policemen; and 
stopped fifteen months during the gearing of the industrial grinder. These 
machine breakers (Luddists) were recruited by word of mouth, family, friends, 
neighbours, co-workers and tavern mates. 


The massacres of industrialization in the Soviet Union, long denied and hidden, 
aroused less surprise and indignation. In a century, we had got used to many 
things, and in particular to the idea that for the advancement of the machine, 
human material is no more important than coal thrown into the oven. And then 
it was all the same a progressive massacre , a massacre of the left, socialist 
and communist. So there were bound to be explanations, exaggerations, that 
is, ideological excuses called “constructivism and productivism.” 


“Socialism is impossible without the technique of big capitalism, conceived 
according to the last word of the most modern science, without a methodical 


state organization which orders tens of millions of men to the most rigorous 
observation of 'a single standard in the production and distribution of products 
.' (Manifesto of Acceleration. This shock of horror and disbelief was only found, 
it seems, in the discovery of the gulags and the stories of the survivors. 
Progress in inhumanity. 


Are science and new technologies still at the service of progress? Or can they 
also, when used without limits, contribute to the advent of a more totalitarian 
society, less respectful of human beings? As H. Marcuse reminds us: " The 
concentration camps, the mass exterminations, the world wars, the atomic 
bombs are not a "return to barbarism" but the uncontrolled application of the 
progress of science, technology and modern dominance ". 


Several novels of dystopian literature imagine societies that could correspond 
to a "natural" evolution of our contemporary socio-political systems towards 
forms of totalitarianism that would use technologies that are more sophisticated 
every day to establish their power by controlling the privacy of individuals. Their 
authors describe situations that can be perceived by the reader as possibly 
occurring in the near future. Books like: We Others by E. Zamiatine, Brave New 
World by A. Huxley, 1984 by G. Orwell, Fahrenheit 451 by R. Bradbury, La 
servante écarlate by M. Atwood or more recently Never let me go by K. Ishiguro 
show us a world where the individual is placed in a dehumanized and 
totalitarian universe, in which social relations are dominated by technology and 
science. 


But the most contemporary anticipation novel in the 21st century is without a 
doubt When the sleeper will wake up written by HG Wells in 1897. In this year, 
deep transformations shake Europe, the brutal industrialization and the rural 
exodus make the cities grow in a dazzling way with its cohorts of unemployed. 
Cities are the bloody theater of the contemporary apocalypse. Cities driven by 
savage liberalism and unrestrained industrialization offer the morbid spectacle 
of dilapidated neighborhoods with canals carrying filth of all kinds where rotting 
human rags breathe the stale air of chimneys spitting ashes and death; 
madness lurks everywhere. 


It was in this deadly atmosphere that the writer HG Wells wrote his dystopia 
When the Sleeper Awakens , a novel of anticipation which relates the final 
struggle between the capitalist bourgeoisie, the wage technocracy and the 
working people. This futuristic work began in 1897 when a young man, Graham, 
fell into catalepsy at the result of drug abuse. Kept alive in a glass coffin by 
scientific means, he awakens in the year 2100 to find that he has become the 
owner of a" world company" so colossal that it owns the world. 


Wells tells us that a handful of capitalists managed to concentrate all the 
wealth of the world in their hands. 


"Hey! but you are hardly aware... Money attracts money... and twelve brains 
are better than one. They maneuvered skillfully, they made politics work with 
money, and they continued to increase these riches by agio and monopoly... 
They increased... increased. And for a long time the twelve commissioners kept 


secret the increase in the fortune of the Sleeper, by means of figureheads, 
fictitious companies, and other similar expedients. The Council monopolized all 
the stocks, shares, mortgages; he bought up political parties and put all the 
newspapers into his pay. As you inquire into these old tales, you would see how 
the Council acquired its power and riches... Trillions and trillions of lions in the 
end... The fortune of the Sleeper. And all this from a whim... from this 
Warming's will and an accident befalling the sons of Isbiter... 


"And all the while the fortune of the Sleeper grew in the hands of twelve 
commissioners, until at last it came to monopolize the property of the world." 
The twelve commissioners, by virtue of this property, have truly become the 
Masters of the World, because they are the money-dispensing power, just as 
the old Parliaments were. » 


These twelve administrators of the White Council represent the concentration 
of capital, the plutocratic bourgeoisie at its ultimate degree of economic 
expansion and numerical reduction. In the Marxist account of " scientific 
socialism", it is the moment when the middle classes having disappeared, the 
immense proletariat, educated and organized, only has to expropriate the 
expropriators , to seize the means of production to manage them for its benefit 
— that is, for the benefit of all humanity. Thus the technocratic party of 
revolutionary professionals raises the proletarians against the technocratic 
plutocracy. But it is to confiscate the victory for its own benefit and return the 
masses to forced labor. It will take another revolution within the revolution... 


The Sleeper wakes up in 2100 in London, in a city of 33 million inhabitants, a 
vertical, stratified, tangled, labyrinthine megalopolis, irrigated with moving 
sidewalks, moving paths, riddled with surveillance cameras and _ talking 
machines that scream information and instructions. A machine city supplied 
with electricity by the wind wheels , criss-crossed by balloons and aeroplanes, 
where the leaders communicate by telephone, from their upper palaces, while 
the masses in blues of the Compagnie du Travail toil in the underground 
factories and vegetate. in the lowlands. This is The People of the Abyss of 
London (1903). Metropolis (1927). The workers, physically and professionally 
deprived, victims of terrible illnesses due to the working conditions, are reduced 
to the role of auxiliaries of the machines. They speak slang and degraded sub- 
English. The children are brought up in industrial nurseries: we are done with 
the family unit, patriarchal and reactionary. Religions have become businesses, 
they advertise on large billboards, ceremonies are now shows and the faithful 
buy their salvation. 


Reading these works of social anticipation allows us to reflect on the sometimes 
abusive use of some of the advances in science and technology which have 
gradually entered our daily lives over the past thirty years and, in becoming 
commonplace, are profoundly changing our behavior. The fascination with 
technology tends to obscure its potential impact on individual freedoms. 
Practices that we find in the worlds imagined by dystopian literature and that 
some do not hesitate to qualify as "dehumanizing". Because what will our 
fundamental freedoms be tomorrow when our electronic mail and our telephone 
conversations can already be listened to by specialized agencies such as the 


American National Security Agency (NSA)? What will happen to our freedom 
to move around when we are permanently geo-locatable thanks to our mobile 
phones or our credit cards ? What will become of human reproduction and 
parenthood as gamete banks and corporations proliferate around the world that 
hire the services of women willing to bear children for others? What will the man 
of tomorrow be made of since today we can find organs and tissues to buy on 
the international market to replace our own failing organs or treat certain brain 
dysfunctions with neuro implants? - stimulators? 


"Towards the governing machine" was published in Le Monde on December 
28, 1948 by Dominique Dubarle, physicist, Dominican and daily science 
columnist. This is a review of Norbert Wiener's book “Cybernetics or control and 
communication in the animal and the machine” (Editions Hermann). 
“Cybernetics” is the word coined by Norbert Wiener, from the Greek 
“kubernétiké” (pilot) to designate the “science of command and transmission of 
messages in men and machines. That is to say, the "science of government", 
since through the rudder and the controls, these are orders that are 
communicated to the ship, to the sailors, to the State, to the governed. At a time 
when “the great mathematical machines” still cover “surfaces of more than a 
hundred square meters”, Dubarle envisages “the governing machine” of the 
world State (“of a single government of the planet”). “One of the most 
fascinating perspectives thus opened up is that of the rational conduct of human 
processes, in particular those which interest communities and seem to present 
some statistical regularity, such as economic phenomena or changes in 
opinion. » 


Indeed, a machine capable of collecting and processing all the data, or nearly 
so, reduces any political question to a technical question. But technically, and 
according to the data available, there is only ever one best solution at a time. If 
such a rational machine existed, it would therefore be necessary, from a 
technical point of view, to hand over to it the government of men and of the 
world State. 


This machine exists. IBM built it under the name "Smart Planet". Have we come 
to what Dubarle called “the mechanical manipulation of human reactions” which 
he compared to the “Brave New World”. The most famous dystopia then, but it 
would have been better to quote “We others” (1920) by Zamyatin, and his world 
of “numbers”. 


“Escape from the “new digital age”? » by Philippe Godard is also the review of 
a book, also American, « The New Digital Age. Reshaping the Future of People, 
Nations and Business ” the most ideologically powerful private corporation on 
the planet today; its stated ambition is explicitly to control all information flows 
on Earth. From there to control including the States and their citizens, there is 
only one step of which this book shows how it is achieved. Under our still blind 
eyes. 


Writers should be taken seriously. Eric Schmidt, CEO of Google, and Jared 
Cohen, Director of Google Ideas, are techs. Eminent representatives of this 
technocracy which governs our present and plans our future. That is to say, 
they have the means to carry out their plans. Google, you know, the partner 


company of the US state and the NSA (National Security Agency) in the Prism 
universal espionage program. The governing machine that knows everything 
about us, that invests enormous capital in the development of the “augmented 
man”, the cyborg, the electronic superman. 


The new digital age clearly heralds a new form of global counter-insurgency 
policy. What remains unthought, as Schmidt and Cohen say from the first 
sentence of their work, is the effective mode according to which the new forms 
of control will be exerted on the individual, by the individual himself and beyond. 
: from each individual on and against all the individuals who surround him, in a 
totalitarian vision. We go beyond the framework of self-censorship, an outdated 
concept! Here is a deeper political vision, which sees the individual only 
according to his digital profile: the cyberworld becomes first compared to the 
“physical world”; the individual can only exist if he has perfectly internalized 
repression and control, not with the aim of submitting to an authority that wishes 
him harm, but because this is the necessary condition for having access to what 
offers the cyberworld of "positive" - consumption. To be entitled to these 
“goods”, to these goods, to travel by plane, it will indeed be compulsory to have 
your smartphone and your virtual profile on a social network — not just your 
credit card. Without forgetting that it will be forbidden to encrypt its messages, 
not because they could be subversive, but because the simple refusal that our 
messages are read already amounts to subversion. 


The cybernetic project, which had been theorized by American scientists like 
Norbert Wiener in the late 1940s, is taking shape. Wiener said that after the 
barbarism of the Second World War, politics had shown itself incapable of 
managing the world. Conclusion: since humanity is unable to avoid such crises, 
we must transfer to machines the capacity to decide, to manage societies. We 
are completely into that today, in this scientific organization of humanity: we 
transfer decision-making capacities to computer networks, the GAFAs (Google, 
Apple, Facebook, Amazon) collect and process massive data on populations, 
automatic systems of machines claim to replace men in more and more fields... 
In the name of the cybernetic paradigm, we always need more technology, 
speed, movement. We are right in the dogma of efficiency. The managerial 
revolution, from the Taylorism developed in the United States at the end of the 
19th century to contemporary management, has put efficiency at the centre. All 
these movements of engineers of men and souls , aiming at the modeling of 
the new man , of the " augmented "Ubermensch ", of cyborg, of the bionic man, 
from human paste, “ hybridized” with implants and interfaces . 


Disciple of cybernetics, Kevin Warwick, says today: “ There will be implanted, 
hybridized people and these will dominate the world. The others who will not 
be, will not be more useful than our current cows kept in the meadow. » 


Politics fades away, the only concern is that everything works. With the meeting 
of cybernetics and management, cyber-management, man is governed by a 
single measure, techno-scientific rationality. We are confined to a single 
dimension, the normativity of behavior in a hyper-industrial society solely 
concerned with efficiency and quantification, which Marcuse had already 


identified in L'Homme_ unidimensionne. This phenomenon has_ been 
accentuated with computerization. 


We are meant to enter a new world through innovation. The acceleration of 
technological innovations that we are currently undergoing, this mad dash due 
to the fact that the engine of economic growth in the West is innovation, 
generates two major phenomena which characterize over-modernity: on the 
one hand the generalized technologization and on the other hand acceleration. 
Today, decision-making capacities have been largely transferred to machines, 
with computerization which is a major techno-scientific change. Just look at the 
markets driven by algorithms without counting the messianic research by 
Google to develop the supreme algorithm: the algorithm of God 


No ambiguity, therefore, in the role of Google claimed by Schmidt and Cohen: 
to place their company as the best visionary of the imperial and totalitarian 
geopolitical future of the United States. Because it is indeed a totalitarian 
empire that they are sketching out. A techno-scientific soteriology that does not 
want to "save the world" but to take control of it and this 21st century 
totalitarianism is already there as a kind of revelation, an awakening, a 
paradigm shift suddenly disorienting backward-looking representations of the 
world. 


“It is always a question of going to the school of the most advanced techno- 
capitalism, that of Silicon Valley, to “appropriate the means of production and 
exchange” (the NBICs, Internet, Facebook networks, Instagram, fab labs, big 
data, the automatic factory). To “go beyond” the cyber-capitalism of Amazon to 
replace it with “the governing machine” : the cyber-communism of the 
technocrats. On the periphery , the devastation of living conditions by the 
overwhelming development of peoples and entire countries. Progress in the 
metropolises consists in this, that unlike the last century or the current Islamo- 
fascist terror, this technological barbarism, smooth, cold and functional, 
imposes itself by the single fait accompli, on the basis of defeats anterior and 
without messy bloodshed. » 


Power goes to knowledge like money to money. Power goes to power. The 
powerless cannot “reclaim” a mode of production that requires both gigantic 
capital and an implacable hierarchy. The scientific organization of the company 
requires scientists at its head: this company or a nuclear power plant is not 
managed in general assembly, with direct democracy and rotation of tasks. 
Those who know, decide, whatever the guise of their power. Each progress of 
technological power is paid for by a decline in the human condition and social 
emancipation. It is now a truism that machines, robots and automation are 
eliminating man from production and reproduction . Machines eliminate man 
from human relationships (sexual, social, family); they eliminate it by itself . 
What's the good of living? They do it so much better than him. 


Everywhere we replace the human by the machine — automaton or automatic 
system. Pure capitalist logic of productivity gains. We saw it two hundred years 
ago in agriculture, when many peasants were dispossessed of the land by 
mechanization. Then in the factories. The movement now affects services: bank 


tellers, gas station attendants, supermarket cashiers; teaching too. AS soon as 
a task is mechanized, nothing beats a machine to perform it. As long as we are 
reduced to the state of robots, the robots will reduce us to nothing. 


http://www.piecesetmaindoeuvre.com/IMG/pdf/Progre_s_ technoscientifique e 
t_regre s social et human-2.pdf 


But this Google project, a sort of techno-scientific plutocracy, marks the 
unexpected return of one of the oldest ancient religions: Gnosticism, which 
demands nothing less than a superior elite, must take the destiny of humanity 
into its own hands. Against a backdrop of gnosticism about the future, the 
Google project seems to give a grand new horizon to all of humanity: to 
collectively take charge of the destiny of a planet. 


“Since the world is dominated by ignorance and governed by the Powers of 
Evil, the Gnostic finds himself completely alienated from his own culture and 
rejects all its norms and institutions. The freedom obtained by gnosis (higher 
scholarly knowledge) allows him to freely dispose of himself and to act as he 
pleases. The gnostic is part of an elite, (erudite) result of a selection decided by 
the Spirit. He belongs to the class of pneumatics (spirits) or "Spirituals ", the 
"Perfect", the only ones who will be saved. Deliverance can only be obtained 
through gnosis, the only true science, the one that saves. (...) The prophet Mani 
"explains " the causes of human decline by retracing the various episodes of 
the fall and captivity of the divine soul in matter. (...) We understand why the 
Manichaeans considered their doctrine as the most "true", that is to say, more 
"scientific" than the other religions: this is because it explained the totality of 
reality by a chain of causes and effects. (Eliad Il, p. 362-375) 


Then, Saint-Simon, in the Catechism of the industrialists (1805), develops a 
plea in favor of an elite of scholars, artists and industrialists who will take in 
hand the destiny of men to ensure the happiness of all classes of society. It is 
the religion of progress and of the missionary role of science where initiates 
(again!) are called upon to free man from barbarism and superstitions. 


The idea of a globe reshaped for the needs of the human being and fertilized 
by technology has been a classic trope of positivism since at least Saint- 
Simon, who, as early as 1820, wrote: 


“the object of industry is the exploitation of the globe, that is to say the 
appropriation of its products to the needs of man, and as, in accomplishing 
this task, it modifies the globe, transforms it , gradually changes the conditions 
of his existence, it follows that through it, man participates, outside of himself 
in some way, in the successive manifestations of the divinity, and thus 
continues the work of creation. From this point of view, Industry becomes the 
cult”. 


We find this happiness of humanity in the mastery of nature by the sciences 
from the utopias of the Renaissance: in Ufopia (1516) by Thomas More, in New 
Atlantis (v.1600) by Francis Bacon, in La City of the Sun (1623) by the Italian 
Tommasso Campanella, in the Discourse on Method (1637) by Descartes, in 


Inquiry into the Nature and Cause of the Wealth of Nations (1776) by Adams 
Smith, in Cours de philosophie positive (1830) by Auguste Comte, in the Future 
of Science (1890) by Rénan, in Tales of Future Times (1899) by Wells, in 
Manifeste INFRA (1965) by Claude Péloquin. 


Science, technology and art therefore form the backbone of the Revolution of 
all revolutions because they bring together in a single project the functional 
method, the mastery of objects and materials and the "poetic" direction that the 
destiny of the world must take. ‘humanity. Saint-Simonism is therefore 
positioned as a doctrine of salvation in the same way as Christianity, Islam or 
Judaism. And Ernest Renan, later, in L'Avenir de la science , argued in favor of 
“a religion of progress whose scientific knowledge would be the new Gospel 
rationally organizing society. Renan urges society to perfect itself through 
science and its achievements.” (Papon, p. 25, 2004) Thus is transferred to 
science the old religious desire to replace God and overcome death. 


By reducing our desires to the material horizon alone, Western technocracy 
also reduces our being to this single dimension. Even more, by locking him in 
the present, in the immediacy of his existence, technocracy cuts the individual 
off from his historical journey and replaces the memory of humanity with the 
void, “our idea of the human being s has completely evaporated in favor of 
nothing”, a veritable “ideology of rupture and amnesia” (Plunkett, 1998). Such 
is Nietzsche's "last man", unable to recognize himself. "To express oneself ina 
postmodern context means to assert oneself in one's difference for difference's 
sake even if one has nothing to say, especially if one has nothing to say." 
(Carfantan) 


“Why is the contemporary situation so uncertain? Because more and more we 
see developing in the Western world, a type of individual who is not the type of 
individual of a democratic society or of a society where one can fight for more 
freedom, but a type of individual who is privatized, who is locked up in his 
personal environment and who has become cynical about politics . (Castoriadis, 
The privatized individual, Le Monde diplomatique, February 1998, p.23) 


We are indeed inside a catastrophe of spiritual, socio-political and 
environmental origin, but above all psychic. In addition to the thread of our 
history, we lose the memory of our essence. 


“We are witnessing the emergence of a new type of social organization which 
will meet the needs of a new species of human beings. Science will be able to 
achieve what totalitarianisms (both political and religious) have vainly sought to 
create: a new man. (...) If we rely on one of the best-known players in this 
movement, Raymond Kurtweil, author of a book entitled The Age of Spiritual 
Machines , it is the convergence of these technologies that will bring a radical 
transformation not only of man, but also of the whole sphere of life. ( Daniel 
Jacques, Humanism in the age of spiritual machines) 


Already, before, the philosopher Jean Brun in his book Le Réve et la Machine 
enlightened us on the existential purpose of this new messianic technological 
project by affirming: "Man aspires to a completely different reality allowing him 


to escape from himself and to break free from its spatio-temporal armor; such 
is the central idea around which revolve the most diverse conceptions and 
realizations. He seeks not only to project himself outside of himself, but to 
operate a "synthetic " over-creation in a world in his image, that is to say 
typically artificial. ( pp. 217-218) 


This new typically artificial reality in a world in the image of man is called the 
Anthropocene. The Anthropocene designates this period in the history of the 
world when humanity itself becomes the engine of changes on a geological 
scale. The Anthropocene is the "Age of Man" which announces its own 
extinction. In other words, the thesis of the Anthropocene positions man at the 
end of his own biological destiny and his evolution towards the artificial, his 
post-humanist destiny. What is at stake with the Anthropocene is a change in 
the regime of thought. Entering the Anthropocene means striving to challenge 
the political, cultural and ecological models that have shaped it. 


Globalization seeks to achieve what no religion has achieved; or achieve 
universality through the establishment of a single global culture: commerce. 
Antiquity and the Middle Ages proposed an essentially theistic religious culture, 
from the Renaissance to the end of the 19th century a humanist culture 
oscillating between materialism and scientism was imposed, followed by a 
humanist atheist culture deviated towards dogmatic atheism and finally we 
here, for the first time in history, at least in the West, in the presence of a truly 
secular and commercial culture. The cult of money has ended up taking the 
place of God and even proposes a demiurgic hegemony of the market and of 
consumerism as a universal end. 
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“Homo economicus is the ultimate avatar of instrumental reason. The general 
model of modern existence is that of technical and economic requirement. (...) 
In liberal thought, there is a reduction of individuals to the same consumerism 
denominator; rejection of the principle of diversity. » (Philippe Engelhard, 
L’homme mondial, p. 292, 308) 


Ultimately, man who has become a commodity is himself consumable — the 
black market for organs — a sort of cannibalism that found an echo in these 
terms: 


“ Capitalism would henceforth be the consumption of humanity by itself. By 
placing man in the continuous cycle of uses of nature, the utility society makes 
man a consumable resource like the others. (Denis Duclos, Autophagy, great 
threat at the end of the century, Monde Diplomatique, August 1996, p.14) 


We are no longer in growth but in excrescence, We are in a society of 
proliferation, of what continues to grow without being able to be measured for 
its own ends, of what develops without regard to its own definition, of which the 
effects multiply with the disappearance of the causes, and that leads to a 
prodigious congestion of the systems; (...) it is saturation that is fatal: it creates 
at the same time a situation of paralysis and inertia. Striking is above all the 
obesity of all the current systems... (...) And the whole society begins to revolve 
around this point of inertia (...) It is no longer a question of a crisis but of a fatal 
event, of a disaster in slow motion .” (Baudrillard, 1990, p. 38-41) 


We are then forced to delegate and we thus put ourselves in a position of 
helplessness. We are asking more and more numerous lobbies to take charge 
of our interests and responsibilities. We then ask scientific and financial elites, 
trapped like us in the same technocratic culture, to provide solutions which 
ultimately end up giving us the choice only between different variants of 
technocracy. In the long run, all lobbies become cogs in the same 
megamachine. “All this makes a system. When people have been caught up in 
a system for centuries, can they really criticize it, especially if it lacks historical 
culture? (Thuillier) Without a historical perspective, we cannot adequately judge 
our society and question our choices. 


“The world to come will be like this. Technology acclimatizes us, trains us, 
deforms us, creates needs, models brains according to the machine of which 
man becomes a complement .” (Patrick Rambaud, Rebel Century, p. 198) 


From time immemorial until after the Second World War, as Marcuse explains, 
people worked to meet their basic needs and thus ensure the survival of the 
species. Around 1950, everything changed. Suddenly the development of 
aesthetic advertising, the commercial avatar of Pop Art, began to encourage 
the consumer "to buy for pleasure, to be entertained , to give free rein to their 
impulses and their desires, to discover the pleasure of changing their life, to 
free themselves from their Puritan complexes of sobriety and economy. » 
(Lipovetsky — Serroy, The aestheticization of the world, p. 47) 


And Marcuse deduces from this that capitalism has been able to create a 
machine that produces style, emotions, fictions, permanent novelties for a 
public uninhibited by the waste of resources which puts future generations at 
risk in order to make the most of the live right away. Thus the trio 
economy/consumption/politics forms “ a system in which industry and art, 
market and creation, utility and fashion, brand and style are no longer disjoint” 
(Lipovetsky — Serroy, L’esthétisation du monde, p. 49) 
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The famous convergence which puts all its energy into ensuring the survival of 
capitalist ideology to the detriment of the human species: the way of life of 
beings is improved by destroying their environment; fucking evolution! It is 
aberrant to note that since the 20th century, each generation has left the next 
generation with a world in worse condition than the one it received. 


This technical system is extremely rigid and complex. So much so that even the 
lucidity necessary for the revolt remains confined to a small group that we 
refuse to hear, reinforcing the immobility of the system. You don't change the 
trajectory of the machine as the dominant cult so easily, so for all of these 
reasons the system is heading towards implosion, complete collapse. (Thillier) 


“All my methods, all my means are sensible; it's my goal that's crazy." 
(Melville) 


These words of Captain Ahab in Moby Dick reflect all the proud animosity of 
man and the almost satanic technical means that are implemented to bring 
nature (the white whale) to heel. 


"Obviously mankind continues to devote itself to the sinister hunt described by 
Melville, drawn by adventure, the prospect of oil and whales, the promptings of 
pride, and above all by a pursuit of power which reject love. She also began to 
consciously contemplate the prospect of total annihilation that might be wrought 
by today's captains at the helm of the ship. ( Mumford, 1974, T.II, p.511) 


“We are here to venerate God and not creation” (Evangelist Church) 


The gods themselves can no longer do anything for us. The world belongs to 
us, we have plundered it, humanized it. Decreation is not the end of the world 
but the end of our attachment to the world, of our break with nature via our 
decreations; as if we were in a state of mutiny against our origins, our genesis. 
Naturally, our world slides inexorably towards the artificial and degenerates. As 
if at the beginning of the third millennium we had irremediably declared war on 
life itself. 


“The current environmental crisis is essentially spiritual. From both a historical 
and a practical point of view, it is not possible to approach it without reference 
to religion and ethics. The American historian Lynn White rightly attributed the 
causes of the problems to Christian theology, in particular the Western church 
which exploited the verses of Genesis containing the order given by God to the 
first human beings to "dominate the Earth" in order to encouraging them, as 
Descartes bluntly said, to be "masters and possessors of Nature" This attitude 
was again inspired by a theology which emphasized the superiority of humans 
because of their "logic" considered "the image of God" in man. This rationalist 
approach made human beings stand out from the rest of Creation and 
encouraged them to regard with contempt all that is neither rational nor human 
. (Metropolitan Jean de Pergamon, Ecological Asceticism, Our Planet, volume 
7 no 6.) 


We are presently witnessing the establishment of a true culture of death... of an 
announced, desired death: "the degradation of the environment announces the 
end of the world and therefore the return of Christ to earth" and James G. Watt, 
US Secretary of the Interior under the Reagan administration added, “God 
provided these things for us to use. After the last tree has fallen, Christ will 
return .” 


“We approach the 21st century with the powers of demiurges and the 
instincts of primates”. (Thierry Gaudin) 


We are also witnessing a real geopolitics from within, art, science, technology 
revealing to us more and more every day that the body is the new territory to 
conquer. This neocolonialism from within through transgenics and other 
technosciences is only the culmination of a logic of domination where the 
market is sovereign. The gene is not a soul but a negotiable good, which can 
be copied and manipulated. Either ! But who controls this market? The same 


ones who manage the world economy today; industrialists force-fed by the Bible 
of progress to the point of ravaging life in all its components. It is a veritable 
techno-fascism that is currently attacking nature and tell yourself that the 
current state of nature, attacked with pesticides and herbicides, is a reflection 
of what awaits your viscera and organs nourished by anti-hepatitis bananas 
and omega 3 rapeseed. 


The entire transgenic industry is in the process of selecting which species are 
profitable to the detriment of others, including humans, and this represents the 
most terrifying totalitarian drift of neo-liberal capitalism . Stalin and Hitler are not 
dead. New men, Aryan fetuses with blue eyes, biomedical surveillance for more 
civil security; everything is in place! No more place to hide. 


“They wanted to change life before they even discovered it” 


It is not a question of crying with the catastrophe out of principle but of 
understanding that technosciences set up a strategic campaign plan of a 
megalomania never reached and that more the plan advances, more it will be 
impossible for us to go back . It's a think about it! Because for them, the world 
is not what it is but what they can do with it. 


“Commodity technology penetrates to the very heart of human genes, but also 
of any gene, thus overthrowing a new Chinese wall... The nature of the social 
contract changes: the complete appropriation of the world is underway. (...) This 
is already well underway, the transgenization of all existing life is quite 
conceivable whether it is to remake a clean planet and more resistant to 
capitalist damage or to make the species more compatible with an environment 
of more and more degraded. The question of food would be settled. Flora and 
fauna would resist pollution. One would always necessarily be in good health. 
(...) Not only would capitalism thus prove its omnipotence beyond question, but 
the control of the whole environment, including human society, would finally be 
total: an infinitely captive market, in which everything that is alive is patented 


and reproducible in series. Utopia Achieved ...” (Sensor, 1998) 


Applied science and digital techniques therefore have an appointment to finally 
update the old hermetic/alchemist dream as found in the seventeen Greek 
treatises of the Corpus Hermeticum where it is written that man can "become 
god" by knowledge and to do this, it is necessary to become "a stranger" to the 
world (CH XIll, |) in order to accomplish "the birth of the divinity" (XIII, 7) and 
the man thus regenerated will have an immortal body, he is “Son of God, the 
Allin All’. (XIll, 2) (Eliade, 1978) 


This techno-scientific religion is based on different myths. The first is the 
incarnation in humanity of the man-God, the mystery of the incarnation is 
transferred to humanity, a great collective being who transforms the world, 
makes history and has the capacity to imitate God by his action. The idea of 
one and universal humanity is very recent, it appears at the end of the 18th 
century. The second is the idea that science becomes the new theology: 
science must guide humanity. This is the major contribution of positivism. The 
third is the conception of history, one and universal, which also appeared at the 


end of the 18th century. The fifth is the myth of progress: the idea that humanity, 
in history, is moving towards future earthly progress, through its work, through 
science, through the transformation of the world. 


The reductionism of the scientific method served as the basis for the 
development of a mechanistic ideology. The vision of the world reduced to a 
few parameters hand-picked for the interest of research has become a means 
of omitting other “parameters” ( among others of a subjective, historical and 
social order). By thus denying the complexity of the world, it gives the illusion 
of complete control and acquires a real power of instrumentalization of all its 
components. It is this power allied to this illusion which is at the origin of the 
ideological delirium of scientism. Because this method has not been applied 
only to the “exact sciences”, but indeed to all the sciences, to the natural 
sciences as well as to the social sciences. So that reductionism, of scientific 
convenience for laboratory studies, has become a factor in the 
instrumentalization of nature and men for the benefit of a capitalist and 
industrial logic. Scientism is not a political ideology . On the contrary, it seeks 
to make all political problems problems to which a strictly scientific and technical 
answer can be provided. In fact, scientism is an essential component of 
totalitarian systems which consider men from a strictly utilitarian point of view; 
mere “human resources” exploitable by their machinery. 


Scientists today speak of “living things”. For them plants, animals and therefore 
also men are not beings in their own right, but only “living things”, an object of 
study, a material for their research, an aggregate of functions that are to 
manipulate and recombine to be able to do anything. This desire to reduce 
everything that is alive to the state of a thing or a machine, an object that can 
be transformed and reproduced by industry, therefore has absolutely nothing 
to do with better intelligence or a "mastery of the living" unlike to what the 
propaganda claims: techno-science believes that it does not need to rise to an 
understanding of life, it only needs to lower it, to reduce living beings to its 
mechanical and mathematical models. For it, it is a question of destroying its 
organic unity in order to make each of its separate elements matter of 
merchandise. 


“What modern biology aims at is therefore not so much the study of life 
as its negation” (A. Pichot). 


Which means that the consequences of the industrialization of the world are 
very concretely the destruction of nature and humanity (human nature) and their 
replacement by technological artifices and commercial ersatz. ( Bertrand Louart 
, The historical imposture of techno-science, 


http://www.piecesetmaindoeuvre.com/spip.php?article32 ) 


For some artists and scientists, evolution is inevitably marching towards its 
destiny and this is our horizon, for others, the challenge is being organized, 
there will indeed be resistance and it will be futuristic not backward-looking. 
Since it is impossible for us to live in harmony with nature, let's leave it 
definitively by leaving our body for cyberspace, resistance in flight. 


Science and technology have not said their last word. Let's be "resolutely 
modern" and go to the end of their possibilities. From now on, only the need to 
cross the natural limits of biological life will animate the artist's desire in order 
to ward off the bad fate thrown at the human condition, that of its slow and ugly 
decrepitude, its mortuary physiological decay. Let us therefore entrust, to the 
fusion of art and science, another soteriological mandate: posthumanism. 


"In a spirit that recalls in many respects religious millenarianism, the prophets, 
numerous in the Anglo-Saxon world, of posthumanity claim that the technical 
revolution that is coming will represent a formidable evolutionary leap for the 
whole of life on earth. , so they predict that these upcoming transformations will 
eventually give rise to new forms of life far superior to ours.” (Daniel Tanguay, 
Argument, vol 6, no 2, p.29, 2004) 


“God created, man imitates” (Buffon) 


There is only one creation/evolution, that of the Universe in eternal expansion 
where the living emerges from nothingness. It is in this sense that we must 
understand the cosmological philosophy of the Greek Anaximander (5th 
century BC) for whom all things would come from the Infinite towards which 
they would return under the effect of corruption. So that man never creates 
because his artistic, philosophical, technological, scientific " creations " are in 
reality only "decreation", that is to say an imperfect and spatio-temporally 
determined representation, a corruption of the original model that he tries to 
match without ever succeeding. 


Already before the philosopher Zeno had analyzed that “what the human hand 
does in our own artistic operations, nature achieves it with an even higher 
art...”. Subsequently Galen (around 131 AD), an expert in physiology, will deal 
with the imperfections of the "canons " of bodily beauty enacted by the famous 
sculptor Polycletus, a pale imitation of what nature already does better because 
"far from being content to create the proportional parts on the outside as do 
statuaries, she has again established the same proportion on the inside. 


At most, the man is sometimes a copyist, a discoverer of talent, an imaginary. 
There is no major contradiction between creation and imitation, creation 
envelops and completes imitation. In this sense, even surrealism is an imitation 
of the unconscious, the canvas, the place of dreams and fantasies. The 
representation of the outer nature will always be inferior, the same for the 
representation of the inner reality. 


What seems rather urgent to us is to denounce the myth of " absolute originality" 
which poisons the aesthetics of our time; kind of postmodern dandyism. As 
Baudelaire writes on this subject “It is above all the ardent need to make oneself 
original, contained within the outer limits of propriety. It's a kind of self-worship 
... Basically, what really matters is not the imitation/creation but the flame that 
inspires it, the excess of soul that carries it. 


Because, compared to the initial creation, the artistic act, a duplication of reality, 
does not possess its radicality, it is eternally secondary. God is not an artist, he 


does not produce images, works of art, he created the world and beings 
including artists. Like the Universe, God is an evolving concept in perpetual 
expansion, forever inaccessible, continually in metamorphosis. So much so that 
man can only become god of a finite, ossified, closed world. 


"God is spirit, the work of art is matter." 


So to get out of the labyrinth of art and despair where it tends to lead him, the 
artist arrogates to himself the divine right to transfigure, to sublimate, better still, 
to completely flee this earthly reality, to leave his own biological universe and 
join the sublimated inorganic: the spirit of God. 


Although he aspires to become God, man will always be condemned to 
imitation, to secondary imagination, to demiurgic “de -creation”. To think 
otherwise is a sham. (Plato) 

Eventually : 

"Undoing, un-creating, is the only task that man can assign himself, if he 
aspires, as everything indicates, to distinguish himself from the Creator ." 
(Cioran) 


The Decreation explained (?) 
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We have lived terrorized by the Demiurge for too long, too long the perfection 
of his work has paralyzed our own initiative. But we don't want to compete with 
him. We have no ambition to match it. We want to be creators in our own, lower 
sphere, we aspire to the enjoyments of creation, in a word, to demiurgy. The 
Demiurge does not have a monopoly on creation: creation is the privilege of all 
minds. The material has an infinite fecundity, an inexhaustible force and at the 
same time a power of seduction which pushes us to shape it. 


In the depths of the material imprecise smiles are drawn, conflicts are tied, 
sketched forms are condensed. It undulates entirely of unfinished possibilities 
which cross it with vague shudders. Waiting for an invigorating breath, it 
oscillates endlessly and tempts us with millions of soft and gentle curves born 
of its dark delirium. Deprived of its own initiative, malleable and lascivious, 
docile to all impulses, it constitutes a lawless domain open to innumerable 
dilettantisms to charlatanism, to all abuses, to the most suspicious demiurgic 
manipulations. She is the most passive, most disarmed thing in the Universe. 
Everyone can knead and shape it in their own way. We owe it to ourselves to 
penetrate all the currents conducive to the subjugation of the latter: art, science, 
philosophy, the economy and above all religion, the privileged place of all 
demiurgic manipulations and fanaticisms. Once these currents are well 
invested, politics will follow. Everything must be consumed. 


All structures of matter are fragile and unstable, subject to regression and 
dissolution. We are corruption and the earth is our pandemonium. Reality will 
thus be perverted, evacuated in favor of a fictitious and burlesque frivolity of the 
Man-God. Seduction of disaster. 


The Demiurge was in love with solid, complicated and refined materials, such 
is his Universe. To beauty, we will oppose our fascination for ugliness. We will 
make the unnecessary a necessity. We prefer junk. We are attracted and 
positively seduced by junk, for all that is vulgar and unremarkable. Do you 
understand the deep meaning of this worship of idols, of this passion for the 
object, by this precedence of the object over the being: bulimia of the gadget, 
anorexia of the feelings. Well, it's our idolatrous love for matter as such, for what 
it has that is fluffy, porous, for its mystical and unfinished consistency. We love 
its dissonances, its resistances, its rough-hewn clumsiness. In a word, we want 
to create man a second time, in the image of matter; the man-idol of himself: a 
mystical tautology in the excess and obscenity of the man-object. Narcogenic 
spectacle of technoscience. 


Our creatures will therefore be in our imperfect image and thus called to life. 
We will give them for example only half a face, a leg, a hand, the one that will 
be necessary for their social role. It would be pure pedantry to worry about a 
second element if it is not destined to come into play. We will create the 
homunculus, the new fuel of mechanical society. 


Our homunculi will be perfectly adapted to their environment. Through skillful 
genetic manipulation, the homunculus will form a generation of semi-organic 
beings nourished by photosynthesis. It will matter little to them that the snow is 
yellow, that the rains are acidic, that the obese architecture and structure of 


megalopolises are hurtful. Our creatures belong to the future, that is to say, 
adaptable to pollution, not caring about concrete, asphalt or the greenhouse 
effect let alone trees, plants and animals called anyway to disappear because 
replaced by our artificial clones: the pseudo-flora and pseudo-fauna. 
Evacuation of the organic. 


We offer ourselves in sacrifice so that our creatures can live. Our spiritual and 
physical decreation is a necessary sacrifice for the "liberation" of our creatures 
into total and consented alienation by escaping this consciousness which, 
precisely, has made us human. Renunciation of reason, loss of self-awareness, 
return to the pre-natal of the Universe, our accomplishment in the degeneration 
of human nature. Decreation guaranteed. 


(The decreation explained is an adaptation of "Rue des Crocodiles" in "Les 
Boutiques de Cannelles" written by Bruno Schulz, Polish philosopher 
assassinated by the Nazis in 1942, Denoél Edition, 1974) 


" Perfection of means and confusion of ends seem to characterize our 
age." (Einstein) 


Today's science resembles in several respects those " laboratory arts " that 
were the arts of building the new man. Like them, science, mainly 
technoscience, aspires to metamorphosis as a desire for an indeterminate 
future, as an inner necessity towards a utopian imagination. Since religions, 
politics and art have demonstrated their powerlessness in the face of the 
challenge of the real world, it is now up to science to take over. 


“The artificial creature appears in the legend of Talos where a giant brass 
automaton watches over the coasts of Crete. And in the 3rd century BC, a 
Buddhist legend relates that there existed "in the Kingdom of Roma...engines 
carrying spirits" as well as mechanical men used as instruments of defense. 
(Eastham, Interculture, notebook:145, 2003) 


At the beginning of the last century, science fiction writers were inspired by 
scientific advances to create beings with fabulous powers. Since then, science 
has been inspired by these superheroes to create research projects that 
attempt to make these imagined powers tangible with the aim of developing 
humans, making them more efficient, more powerful. 


It is the same as much for the cyborg as it is for current artistic projects. It is 
paradoxical to note that both artists and scientists, even the most atheists keen 
on the theory of evolution, do not escape transcendence; that by wanting to 
create the cyborg, they “confirm ” that man is a creation: “the artificial creature 
and the human of which it is the image belong to a creation which always 
appeals to a “higher level’. (Breton, 1995) Like God creating man by breathing 
the breath of life into matter, human beings have since aspired to demiurgery. 
In the past men deified what they did not understand, whereas today they deify 
what he understands, what is within his reach. 


The mythical artificial creature project has therefore embodied since Antiquity 
the cutting edge of the most advanced techniques of their time in order to thwart 
or reproduce the laws of nature. 


The appearance of the machine led to a whole revolution of the artificial 
creature. From now on, it will be embodied in material reality. Explorers of the 
automaton movement of life will touch on all the components of the living world, 
from animals to mechanized androids; we saw it in the dissected body and the 
automaton body spanning the period from the Renaissance to the 19th century. 


Subsequently, another step will be taken in 1816 when a young woman of 
nineteen, Mary Shelley wrote a tale of scientific anticipation in which it is no 
longer a question of reproducing the reality of beings by mechanical movement 
but even more to know the secrets of life itself. It is therefore to a doctor, Dr. 
Frankenstein, that falls this heavy scientific responsibility. The artificial creature 
of the doctor demonstrates that the desecration of the mystical body by biology 
is the necessary path towards the advent of the messianic dream of sacred 
science. Science therefore leaves the mechanics of automatons to tackle the 
biology of bodies. 


Will follow in 1896 The island of Doctor Moreau by HG Wells which features 
hybrid creatures such as the hyena -pig, the horse-rhinoceros as well as half- 
man, half-animal creatures which break the symbolism of the human and which 
eventually are driven to extinction by mutually devouring each other. These 
transgressions are prescient of future genetic manipulations as proposed by 
the Symbiotica group from Australia. 


At the start of the 21st century, most contemporary authors have mourned 
humanity's ability to overcome the difficulties linked to climate change, for 
example. This discourse, which is just beginning to emerge in public opinion, is 
very present in science fiction works. It is no longer a question of alerting 
readers to the dangers and risks, but rather of proposing examples of 
adaptation, by writing prospective social and political fictions. 


In 1922, science fiction became reality when a Czech writer, Karel Capek, 
invented a new entity, an artificial being in the biological and chemical sense: 
the robot built on the model of man. In his RUR piece to designate the Rossun 
Universal Robot factory, the scientist Rossum creates humanoid entities in 
which the scientist Rossun has suppressed all the normal activities of a human 
to keep only those essential to his work. Inspired by Capek's work, science 
fiction author Isaac Asimov will attempt to paint a more positive image of robots 
provided they are programmed to respect humans. Subsequently, the birth of 
artificial creatures and superheroes with fabulous powers will form the fabric 
and the richness of unheard-of stories. 


"intelligent " machine which would be the basis of the modern computer. But in 
the minds of computer promoters, the goal to be achieved is indeed to 
manufacture an artificial replica of the intelligent man. 
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It was the mathematician Norbert Wiener who, in 1948, Taneeeee all these 
projects by creating the cybernetics from which the cyborg came, a mixture of 
Golem, automaton, Frankenstein, robot and computer. In other words, it is up 
to Wiener to have finally conceptualized into an entity more than two centuries 
of artistic, magico-religious, mechanical, automatic, biological and computer 
desire/research. 


Cybernetics, from the Greek kubernetes meaning "pilot " of a ship, aims to 
compensate for human imperfections by creating corrective machines capable 
of controlling, predicting and governing. 


“Breaking with the traditional human-machine dichotomy, Wiener offers a 
“human-mechanical” approach to society. (...) Whether it is a question of 
replacing an amputated limb or of calculating or processing information, 
intelligent machines constitute for him prostheses, extensions of limbs, grafts 
of instruments. Insisting on the potential dangers of this situation, Wiener 
considers humanity to be entirely dependent on its prostheses. (Céline 
Lafontaine, Cybernetic Empire, 2004, p.58 


At the beginning of the 20th century, science fiction stories gained momentum. 
From the origins of the genre, there are warning messages about the dangers 
of new technologies. But, on the whole, until the 1940s and 1950s, science 
fiction was characterized by a certain optimism with regard to the future and a 
confidence in the possibilities of science and technology. Then came the 
explosion of the atomic bomb in Hiroshima in August 1945, which shook 


optimistic beliefs that science can create weapons of mass destruction that 
jeopardize the very future of humanity. 


The 1960s introduced a fairly significant break, with the emergence of science 
fiction which questioned the notion of progress, questioned the consumer 
society and took hold of the first ecological warning messages. The American 
film Green Sun directed by Richard Fleischer in 1973 thus depicts a future 
fraught with threats. 


In the 1980s, science fiction was concerned with recent technological advances 
in computing and genetics, and how individuals are making use of them. This 
is the so-called “cyberpunk” current which integrates the ecological warning 
messages of the previous generation, while placing a certain confidence in 
emerging technologies, perceived as means of acquiring new forms of freedom. 


“The death of God is also the death of the goddess” (Haraway) 


The American radical feminist, Donna Haraway, carried away by the cybernetic 
movement in Simians, Cyborgs and Woman. The Reinvention of Nature , calls 
with all its wishes for the complete denaturalization of women and, by 
extension, of men. “There is no longer either father or mother, but an all- 
powerful technical matrix”. (Lafontaine, 2004) 


One would be led to believe that women would naturally be inclined to defend 
humanist feminism against the cybernetic approach. But to believe the biologist 
Haraway, in Cyborg Manifesto , only cybernetics can deliver women from the 
socio-historical oppression of which they are victims by building a new 
environment where the differences between humans and machines, between 
men and women will be abolished. The cybernetic feminist "dreams of a hybrid 
world, without sex and without gender.." We see very well how this cybernetic 
feminism contributes to the immense popularity of the cosmetic and 
biotechnological industries which dream of remodeling the human body 
according to the fantasized codes formulated by genetic engineering thanks to 
synthetic images. 


“When scientists talk about God, they usually talk about themselves .” 
Isabelle Stengers 


The discovery of the DNA double helix by Francis Crick, James Watson and 
Maurice Wilkins in 1953 brought genetics to the pantheon of modern science 
and was instrumental in the evolution of the cybernetic concept for the creation 
of an artificial, intelligent being. and autonomous. 


Suddenly, since this discovery, a whole magico-religious language has invaded 
science. Stephen Hawking asserts that scientists unveil “the mind of God; Leon 
Lederman calls the subatomic particle, "the God-particle" at the origin of 
everything. 


Perhaps we must become aware of the "deity complex" inherent in the 
instrumental reason resulting from modernity to make ourselves understood 
and adopt the modest reason?. 


“If the Incarnation is the central fact of our culture, then everything flows 
from it. » 


According to the philosopher Pierre Musso, identifying our own belief system is 
fundamental to begin critical work. Marx said: “Critique of religion is the 
preliminary condition of all criticism. » 


The industrial enterprise proceeds from the belief that God gave the Earth to 
Man; therefore, if he discovers its laws, he will be able to dominate it. This 
conception will feed the modern science of the 16th century. What is the belief, 
the mystery beyond rationality, that holds a society together? Somehow the nail 
that holds it all together? In the West, it is the great mystery of the Incarnation, 
which took almost a thousand years to elaborate. Man becomes god, and the 
man-god can in turn create the world, modify nature, dominate it. This myth of 
incarnation, of transforming humanity which through technoscience will 
transform the world and make history, we will find it clearly expressed in 
Descartes and Bacon in the 17th century. In this metamorphosis of Christianity, 
the god becomes earthly: deified Humanity itself carrying out the transformation 
of the world through work, science, technology, industry, in order to move 
towards progress. 


Science, by becoming an institution in its own right in bourgeois society in the 
19th century, was thus transformed into a new religion, or more exactly into an 
ideology, scientism. This does not mean that scientific knowledge is completely 
false in itself, but it must be understood that it in fact only concerns a part of 
reality, mainly its simplest aspects: the primary qualities of matter. . Thus, the 
experimental and analytical method of science has produced the great theories 
of physics and chemistry. She carried out the inventory of living beings and the 
detailed description of their main components and their functions. But starting 
from these actually useful results, the scientists claimed to apply this 
reductionist method to all the problems, and in particular to the human, social 
and political problems (as for example with the positivism of Auguste Comte) 
by making a clean sweep of the other forms knowledge and approach existing 
in these fields. 


Industrial religion is the culmination of a double process of increasing 
rationalization and successive incarnations: there is an alloy of a myth of 
incarnation and a techno-scientific rationality. Man, according to Jacques Ellul, 
cannot prevent himself from sanctifying the power that is external to him. 
Technology having destroyed nature, it is technology that he sanctifies. 


Bio-geneticists are attracted to the flesh, where "the word became flesh" 
precisely where the secret of life lies. Mystical DNA therefore makes a 
remarkable if not remarkable entry into the new scientistic cosmogony. “Some 
geneticists refer to the human genome as 'the Bible’, 'the book of man' and the 
‘Holy Grail’. (...) DNA thus acquires a cultural status similar to that of the soul in 


the Bible. (...) It is the fundamental entity — the seat of the true “me ” — in the 
discourse of biological determinism.” (Nelkin, Lindee, 1998 
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“Transgenic art is a new form of art based on the use of genetic engineering 
techniques to transfer synthetic genes to organisms or to transfer natural 
genetic material from one species to another, all within the aim of creating new 
living beings. (...) Given that at least one endangered species disappears 
forever daily, | suggest that artists can contribute to increasing global 
biodiversity by inventing new forms of life. (...) In addition to the transfer of the 
genetic material inherent in a species to a new host, we can also speak of 
“artist's genes"... The artist then becomes a genetic programmer in the literal 
sense of the term, who can create life forms by writing or modifying this code. 
(...) Being human will mean that the human genome is not our limit but our 
starting point. (Edouard Kac, www.ekac.org) 


The contemporary artist is the only one to have actualized in modernity the 
anthropocentric secret of our collective unconscious since prehistory: the 
creation of a new being resulting from the genius of man. The 
instrumentalization of men by the technosciences where man becomes the 
object of scientific work opens wide the doors of biological demiurgery. Genetic 
engineering, by a kind of molecular tinkering, goes beyond the natural and 
social order by fiddling with the human body itself as well as all living things. 
The body becomes a molecular theater open to all possible manipulations and 
stagings. 


Kac's artistic project aims to introduce the luminescent gene of the Aequorea 
Victoria jellyfish into his future dog like the now famous fluorescent green rabbit. 
Subsequently, he will embark on the combination of DNA in order to create 
"plantimals" a kind of plant-animal or its opposite, an animal endowed with plant 
genetic material and to create "animains" a kind of human- animal or animal 
with human genetic material. The artist Christiane Geoffroy, for her part, 
proposes to transpose the great paintings of contemporary painting into living 
art by genetically modifying the cows. By manipulating the genes responsible 
for the shape of the frame and the patches of color, she wants to offer farmers 
a catalog of Cubist cows a la Picasso, cows/Mondrian, cows/Klee, a Vasareli, 
perhaps! Thus peasants and Sunday walkers will be in direct contact with the 
history of art. 


Along the same lines, artist Marta de Menezes has succeeded in creating 
genetically modified butterflies with patterns never seen before in nature. In 
South Africa, Laura Cinti exhibited a transgenic cactus containing human 
genetic material which, in addition to spines, produced human hairs. Here is 
how she explains her project: 


“ The “cactus project” began in 2001. Its first logistical challenge was the 
morphological expression of keratin genes implanted in cactus cells and the 
external production of hairs (even if internal production would have interested 
me just as much). Initially, our idea was to create and experiment with 
transgenic plants. The cactus, because it is almost carnal and often appears 
both monolithic and innocent, protected by its thorns. Hair is a reproductive 
sign, the sign that our body is changing and becoming sexual. The meeting of 
the two is then intended as a semantic orgy, a disruption of traditional genetic 
engineering which, instead of producing something sterile, is embodied in a 
transgenic cactus which remains sexual (an organic dildo, growing.. .)” ( 


http://lesmutants.site.voila.fr/cinti.htm_) 


These artistic works were of course quickly recovered by the economy. In 2003, 
a company in Singapore released the first transgenic pet, a fluorescent red, 
green and orange zebrafish. The “Glofish”, (glow meaning to shine, fish, fish ) 
is an animal genetically modified by the introduction into its genome of a 
fluorescent protein gene. ( http://www.glofish.com/ ) 


The transgenic exploitation of animals is just beginning. These artistic projects 
are in line with the current genetic manipulations of scientists on pigs and others 
who have received human genetic material in order to produce and transplant 
into humans spare organs or beta cells that produce insulin. 


Of course, transgenic art is part of the advertising projects of the future. Already, 
advertisers are working on projects to transform the colors and patterns of 
animals for commercial purposes. Nature's genetic modifications are virgin 
publicity ground. Imagine the commercial spin-offs for the companies Nike or 
Adidas, for the company that manages to genetically introduce its logo on the 
coat of the cheetah, the fastest animal in the world. 


“Imagine coral poisons displaying the EXXON company logo, Coca-Cola 
sharks, Pepsi barracudas, McDonald cows, Kentucky chicken, Land Rover 
rhinos, etc. And to make the pill go down well, there's nothing like an advertising 
campaign explaining that these genetic modifications are part of a vast plan by 
the big international companies to avoid the extinction of endangered species. 
Big companies have to sponsor all plant and animal species to protect them. 
(Michael Crichton, Next, 2007, p.264-268) 


“Science without conscience is but ruin of the soul.” (Rabelais) 


According to Marc-André Sirard, director of the Quebec Center for Research in 
Biology of Reproduction : “The most spectacular tool of genetic demiurgery is 
the famous 47th chromosome, an artificial microchromosome that contains the 
genes that researchers want to place there. Inserted into the nucleus of a cell, 
this chromosome integrates with the rest of the human genome in the 46 natural 
chromosomes and allows the stable and precise expression of a high number 
of handpicked genes. The questions that immediately arise are: which genes 
must contain this chromosome? Where should we stop in improving the quality 
of life? What models of human beings will we choose to be? Who will be the 
best human for the planet? Tomorrow will be our judge. Certainly there is no 
point in playing the ostrich. These technologies will be used by humans. Slowly 
but surely because man has always sought to improve his lot and he has always 
used the tools within his reach to achieve this. It's in his nature. But who will 
decide on their applications to the species? Certainly not you, certainly not me! 
Let us not forget that modern science is subjugated by the economic law which 
determines its orientations. The market is increasingly determining research. 
Like politics, science is subject to market forces and private investors. The 
collusion between new knowledge and market hegemony will concretely realize 
what is promising and technically feasible. Be aware that hundreds of 
researchers are concocting the recipe for the posthuman and that we will be 
faced with a fait accompli without notice because we have let science think for 
us by accepting to be relieved of responsibility for our destiny. How then to 
revolt against what appears to be an act of liberation? 


Since the promulgation of patent rights on living beings (TRIPS), hundreds of 
biogenic companies have engaged in a veritable confiscation of the living, a 
sort of genetic neocolonialism where the DNA of inhabitants, plants and animals 
is systematically taken. . We are witnessing an incredible bio-piracy of 
biodiversity knowing that 80% of this still virgin biodiversity is found precisely in 
countries, forests and in the genes of so-called developing populations. 


Under the pretext of bio-prospecting, companies monopolize the genetic wealth 
of poor countries with the same ferocity with which the West once plundered 
their natural wealth during the colonial period. For the period between 1987- 
1995, 25,000 biotechnology patents were filed with the US Patent Office , while 
only a hundred were filed by developing countries , including China. (Papon, Le 
temps des ruptures, 2004, p. 210,) 


Why such a genetic gold rush? Because the number of living species is 
estimated between 5 and 50 million; no expert can affirm a figure with certainty, 


which explains such a large discrepancy. For the moment, only 1.4 million 
species have been identified: 990,000 invertebrates, 45,000 vertebrates and 
360,000 plants and micro-organisms. But what is certain on the other hand is 
the worrying aspect of the impoverishment of biodiversity. It is estimated that 
between fifty and three hundred plant and animal species go extinct every day, 
while the International Union for Conservation of Nature (|UCN) states in its red 
list that 11% of birds, 20% of reptiles, 25% of amphibians, 25% of mammals 
and 34% of fish are currently endangered worldwide. Instead of taking 
measures to rectify the ecological situation of the planet, we venture into 
collecting the genes of endangered species from which we hope to obtain as 
many patents as possible. The scenario is all mapped out in advance: in 20 or 
30 years, companies will offer on the market the cloning of animals and plants 
that have disappeared in order to “ repair ” the terrestrial ecosystem that we 
have degraded. 


As always, man believes himself to be a creator when he is confined to mere 
imitation. The clone will always be inferior to the original. The clone is a monster 
that fascinates. On the other hand, the more the original disappears, the more 
“the monster” becomes important until eventually replacing it completely. 
Already, Pascal, in the Pensées , had noticed the same phenomenon before in 
painting: 


“What vanity is painting which attracts admiration by the resemblance of things 
whose originals we do not admire! » 


So much so that according to the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO), individuals and firms in industrialized countries held, in the mid-1990s 
and all fields combined, 95% of African patents, practically 85% of those of Latin 
America and 70% of those in Asia. And the saddest thing is to note that this 
enormous disparity is most often the work of the corrupt Third World political 
elite, as Albert Memmi remarks: "It's not very difficult to see that there is a 
correlation between poverty economy and the unbridled corruption that plagues 
their countries. We cannot attribute the failure of decolonization to the West 
alone because there is indeed co-responsibility and third-worldist thought, 
which throws all the responsibility for its bitter failures on the dominant nations, 
is a fallacious thought. The former colonies may have succeeded in their 
political liberation but failed in their economic and cultural liberation. (La Presse, 
September 24, 2004, Lectures, p.9) 


And the only international text dealing with biodiversity, the /nternational 
Convention on Biological Diversity , signed in June 1992 at the Rio Earth 
Summit, clearly refuses (article 15, paragraph 1) to apply the status of heritage 
to genetic resources. common of mankind. 


However, this unprecedented ability to shape nature "in our image" and to 
create a bio-industrial fauna and flora will promote the emergence of a powerful 
scientific, technological and economic complex resulting from the convergence 
between the gene revolution and the electronic revolution. . This is how the 
decimated species will be replaced by our artificial creatures. 


As we see the artist is intimately linked to science to succeed in his artistic 
project. And what does science say? She answers yes, it is possible. Technique 
is not content, like art, with staging our apocalyptic fears and the tragic 
disappearance of human beings, it has the possibility of realizing them. 


Everything is therefore in place to prepare the new anthropocentric theology 
(homocyberlogy) of the man/machine fusion, as prophesied by the artistico- 
cybernetic gurus and the big pundits of biotechnology. Here again, the same 
Paleolithic subterfuge (disguise), the same ruse of religions (simulacrum), to 
make us believe in desacralized art, typically human, cut off from all myth, from 
all religion: art for art's sake. 


Art for art's sake is the lie, the screen behind which hides the new magico- 
religio-metaphysical and neo-liberal alliance of mystical DNA and the 
resurrected body thanks to the hermaphrodite and nanotechnologically 
immortal androgyny of cybernetic posthumanism . 


All these movements have as a common denominator a messianic ideal of the 
art of redemption of the world and of man, of art warding off the misfortunes of 
history: soteriological art. 


“trash ” art and the futuristic precepts of Marinetti, of Stalinist productivism 
praising speed and the machine. Except that the dream of the beginnings of the 
XX — century concretized in the civilization of mass metamorphosed in 
totalitarian drifts in a democracy of market obsessed by the idolatry of the 
goods. To counter such a powerful system of social control, only a “new man”, 


once again, must arise from nothing and invade the real world after having 
conquered the virtual world of video games. This unexpected shift of our 
revolutionary hopes, from the political to the technical in the last century, can 
be explained by innovations that bring us closer to the desired future. 


This is why all the artists of cyberculture have placed their desire for 
transcendence in the hands of the technosciences as a sort of magical thought, 
a techno-animist at the service of the metaphysics of the body, of its epiphany. 
This quest for immortality finds its apogee in the unloading of the mind into 
digital, the downloading of the mind into another medium more efficient than 
the body. Only biotechnology can concretize the desire for immortality by 
stopping the cycle of biology evolution by extracting the spirit from the body 
then propelled into the "Nirvanet" where we cross appearances like 
transparencies, like an" angel's footprint .” 


This requires understanding that cyborg culture is merely the technological 
outcome of monotheistic religious philosophy regarding nature and the body. 
The cyborg “drinks at the syncretic sources of all cultures and religions, He 
cements the scattered elements torn from vanished mythologies. Then he 
recomposes everything with the meticulousness of a prodigious sorcerer; it is 
constantly reinventing itself, integrating new technologies as they are invented. 
(Christian Noorbergen) 


In fact, the cyborg culture reveals to us the great metaphysical project of the 
technosciences which is developing without the knowledge of men. Exactly like 
the automobile manufacturer Ford, who never considered that his invention 
would cause major ecological upheaval, that the automobile would provoke 
wars for the supply of oil, not to mention the astronomical costs related to 
construction and maintenance of the global road network. 


The contemporary artist is the only one to have actualized in modernity the 
anthropocentric secret of our collective unconscious since prehistory: the 
creation of a new being resulting from the genius of man. The 
instrumentalization of men by the technosciences where man becomes the 
object of scientific work opens wide the doors of biological demiurgery. With 
sociobiology, we reintroduce social determinism through natural selection 
(social Darwinism), at the genetic and biological level. Genetic engineering, on 
the other hand, through a kind of molecular tinkering, goes beyond the natural 
and social order by fiddling with the human body itself. And for well marked the 
end of bio evolution, the disgust of the body, the flesh, in cyber parlance, is 
called “meat .” Always the same desacralization. Between 1939 and 1945, the 
Nazis turned Jews into soap; in 1997, science transformed the human placenta 
into cosmetics (rejuvenation cream). What progress! 
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Today, the world of scientific and university research is fatally condemned to 
collaborate with the industrial world subject to the financial "logic" of 
globalization. From now on_ with nanotechnologies (miniaturization 
technologies) man will be able to swallow his own technology and will be able 
to structure his body to his liking; he will be an architect of himself. 


“We are in the age of soft technologies, genetic and mental software. The 
industrial age prostheses, the machines were still coming back to the body to 
change the image of it - they themselves were being metabolized in the 
imagination, and this metabolism was part of the body image. But when we 
reach a point of no return in the simulation, when the (nanotechnological) 
prostheses infiltrate the anonymous and micro-molecular heart of the body, 
when they impose themselves on the body itself as a matrix, burning all the 
symbolic circuits later, any possible body being only its immutable repetition - 
then it is the end of the body and of its history: the individual is nothing more 
than a cancerous metastasis of its basic formula . (Baudrillard, 1979, p.235) 


The cycle of natural selection will end. From biological evolution, we will move 
on to cybernetic perfection where useless organs will be replaced by new 
gadgets, the body will be a prosthesis: Ecce Homo Techno. 


“All evil is justified, the spectacle of which edifies a God. ( Nietzsche) 


The technosciences make my body a piece of de-spiritualized flesh. It is my 
whole presence in the world that is here annihilated by this reductionism. 


Welcome to the world of cybernetic body art/technological millennialism. 


You can find everything on the Internet: sadomasochistic cyberpunk, messianic 
science fiction, virtual robot/advertising pixel fights, self-amputation shows, 
neo-inquisitor checks on your most secret thoughts, neuro prophecies - 
psychiatric, "cyborgasm", shamanic submolecular visions, brain musicians, 
erotomaniac machines/dolls, virtual flirts, sex tex, paradoxical sexuality, 
technicized perversions, morphed’ creatures, transgenic animals, 
biotechnological deincarnations, surgical alienation, barbies machos, cyborg 
bodybuilders, "neuromancers", online rapes, biomechanical tattoos, 
neurological prostheses, neuromuscular chips: osmosis of new man and 
modern primitive. 


“The age we are entering is one of personal democratization, of self-invention. 
The individual is summoned to define himself and to choose, in all areas of his 
personal life; to choose its truth, its morality, its future, and ultimately its identity. 
He has become a creator of himself, intoxicated by these new spaces of 
freedom ...” (Kaufmann) and his creative genius commands him to leave a trace 
in a unique work like a bar/code that proves his value. Since everything is now 
controlled, the citizen can only perform on the material that is specific to him 
and accessible, free of social constraints: his body/Eden in the universe of 
commercialized body art. 
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It is the body-gadget, the body-botox, the body-fun, the body-disneyland "that 
become the models after which people fashion themselves, and an extreme 
alienation ensues." (Ewen) The “photoshop ” female and the perpetually 
pixelated facelift steroid android are the beings you are likely to encounter as 
you navigate the waters of cybersex where life is far from “a beautiful, still river.” 
Cybersex is the universe of the absence of all identity markers in a 
pornographic imagination where, in total ecstasy, lraqi soldiers pose naked, 
piled up in a heap and forced to become sexually active in front of video 
cameras . War and porn; just more of the same. 


“Technical hyperdevelopment goes beyond its utilitarian framework in the 
production of purely playful objects. The borders are abolished. Many of the 
devices we use are, after all, just gadgets we could very well do without. From 
the technical object in the form of a machine that retains a relative utility, we 
pass without transition to the gadget. The gadget is a technique with a futile 
and gratuitous vocation: as if to make people laugh, to make people laugh and 
to make fun of were a goal for a technique in need of new outlets. In common 
sense, this translates into the formula “we no longer know what to invent”. (...) 
The natural relationship of man to reality is therefore modified or even 
destroyed and is replaced by an artificial relationship created from scratch by 
the means of technology. We see the world through television, video images, 
we think the world through our technical power of transforming Nature. We 


represent interiority through the use of technical instruments. We imagine 
through the futuristic representations that technology reveals to us. The 
thought, the word, the action, the imagination, the sensitivity, the sensitivity of 
our time live under the influence and under the influence of the technique. Does 
this mean that technique has become a way of thinking? Or is it there to exempt 
us from thinking ? (Serge Carfantan, www.sergeca.club.fr, Philosophy and 
spirituality, lesson 44» 


Internet, it is the apology of the false, of the make-up, of the illusion like the 
narcissistic sexual parade on the "sex -cat", it is the presentation nickel of 
oneself with retouched image on photoshop, download in premium. The more 
we retouch the original, the more we participate in our erasure from the world; 
the image as "a pseudo-ideal that takes the place of a reality already existing 
in the world." 


Being is nothing more than digital representation in a procession of 
multidisciplinary hybridizations drawn from the world of media arts. Such is the 
posthumanist project, in line with the three monotheistic religions of the Book, 
an exponential hatred of the body, instincts and nature. While poetry tends to 
bring being closer to its essence, technique tends to distance it; what art 
represents, technology achieves. Transgenic art is a compelling example of 
unnatural artistic-scientific collusion. 


Behind this desire to create the "living " both in the artist and the scientist looms 
the phantasmagorical projection of creating another world, of being the rival of 
someone (God?) or something (nature? 


“Visceral sharing is the only way to break isolation, to overcome the obligatory 
loneliness that is the lot of any incarnation. Until we swap our organs, we can't 
truly experience each other. This is the only way to initiate a real exchange 
between individuals. Putting your guts on the table is insufficient. We must put 
them in others and welcome theirs. Only at this price will we be able to abolish 
the exclusions, the struggles and the violence which have always divided 
peoples. Human nature has to change. Until now, art has been busy 
commenting and critiquing the world. He must now transform it. Humanity 
urgently needs to take itself into its own hands. Artists, to live up to their historic 
task as prophets, must show the way. (Jean-Jacques Pelletier, The Vanished 
Flesh, Alire Editions, 1998) 


“In a thousand years we will be machines or gods” (Sterling) 


Because God cannot die like all the archetypes, he can only metamorphose, 
take on the color of the habits and customs of societies like a chameleon! At 
most, God as archetype can fade away, be absent for the time of his 
transformation, he always reappears. Thus the postmodern gospel reads as 
follows: the new posthumanist consciousness announces the advent of an 
Ultra-humanity converging at an Omega Point - a cosmic Christ who would be 
the completion of evolution in the nodsphere (de Chardin). This "Total Leap 
generation will enter the Hypermind (...) leaving behind the last residues of 
matter." (Clarke). Having reached the point where the odyssey of outer space 
and that of the inner odyssey meet, the being can finally transcend his humanity 
to access the kingdom of the sacred. ( Déry) 


“To every scientific achievement therefore corresponds a dynamic myth: Icarus 
is the myth of aviation, Prometheus that of atomic energy stealing their secret 
from the stars to give it to men, the golem is that of the automaton, that of 
cybernetics. Dynamic myths do not act at the conscious level in our society: (...) 
the dynamic myth emerges at the level of global scientific society, as an 
Organizing tendency which modulates the flow of discoveries and 
unconsciously orients individual approaches. . (Abraham Moles quoted in "In 
the image of man", Breton, 1995) 


The big difference between genetics and bio-techno-informatics to achieve the 
"final revolution " is that the reproduction of a human being from a skin cell 
(cloning) is not equivalent in terms of creation to that of a downright artificial 
entity, exterior and independent of man. Even the creation of a transgenic being 
is for them only backward-looking fiddling with genes associated with the 150 
breeds of dogs resulting from human manipulation. It's deja vu. No, for many 
geneticists and computer scientists, the creation of the cyborg is far superior to 
the vulgar clone or the human-pig. Highly elitist, cyberscience has as its 
constant goal the search for a superior state of man. 
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But the cyborg is only a step towards the ultimate goal. Because the cyborg is 
still material, it has a fused body, okay, but still subject to terrestrial attraction 
and therefore to nature. Now, the will to power wants to free itself from 
everything, to get out of the whirlwind of material gravity and this supreme 
conquest will be that of the complete evanescence of the body in the spirit. 


“According to new technologies, living beings belong less and less to the 
organic sphere. We become bodies-media, bodies-images, bodies-intelligence. 
We transform ourselves into body-culture .” ( www.archée.qc.ca - interview with 
Olivier Dyens - Flesh and metal ) 


“Gone are the days when humans were defined simply by their biology, today 
machines are an integral part of that definition.” “Who says life has to be organic 
?” (www.archée.qc.ca , op. cit .) 


"The more the cultural and media environment grows, extends and acquires its 
autonomy, the less the organic environment is necessary." ( www.archée.qc.ca 
, Op. Cit .) 


“We have to dematerialize. You have to “decorporalize” yourself. We must 
become “liquid” and fully immerse in the informational space that cyberspace 
offers us. To survive, to allow this planet to survive, we are going to have to 
make ourselves more transparent, less “heavy”, less flesh and more 
information, more bytes and less genes . ( www.archée.qc.ca , op. cit .) 


"Hell is mistakenly believing yourself to be in heaven." (Simone Weill) 


The primordial waters of the new chosen continent are cyberspace where 
everything vanishes. No more skin, no more bodies, no more races, no more 
sexual roles, no more desires, no more needs, disappearance of the social, of 
politics, of economic ideologies, disappearance of otherness, of the other, only 
account individual salvation in the vertigo of disappearance. 


“Is this vertigo dangerous? At first glance, probably. But thanks to him, we are 
finally freeing ourselves from the shackles, dogma, ideology and repression. 
Through vertigo, we can finally be completely free, forever (and lose ourselves, 
it is true, in this freedom). Faced with vertigo, the fact of being a man or a 
woman, a Jew, a Christian, a Buddhist or a Muslim does not matter. Facing the 
void, we change, letting our old ideological skins slip under our feet. Facing the 
void, we are naked. Nudes and first. Freed from an almighty God, from an 
inherent happiness and unhappiness, from a suffocating destiny. Facing the 
void, there are no untouchables. All now have the possibility to be what they 
want, to be reborn in what they choose, to destroy themselves in what they 
desire. The children of the void will not be sinners, condemned or chosen. They 
will simply be. Everything will be possible for them. Their existence will be their 
universe. 


“Today we walk towards this world with enthusiasm and hope, but without really 
understanding who we are, without really recognizing to whom or to what, 
historically and politically, we belong. On this continent, we celebrate the end 
of our racial, national, religious and sexual identities, because we rightly see 
the possibility of a new beginning, but we also deplore the sudden emptiness 
of our beings. On Continent X, we are universal and amnesic, freed from the 
prisons of human thought and dogma, but also from all mooring and all fidelity. 


(,,, ) One thing is certain whatever one thinks of this continent, it will not 
disappear, because never in the history of humanity have we turned our backs 
on a transformation. Never have we backed down from a £ scientific 
breakthrough, never have we ignored a technological breakthrough, no matter 
how good or bad they were ...” . (Dyens, 2003, p. 152-153) 


The last paragraph of this quote is very disturbing. First, it demonstrates that 
ethics has never succeeded in imposing itself to stop the will to power in action; 
at most, it can slow down the process. Second, this whole posthumanist 
philosophy rests on the existential bankruptcy of man. Let's just take the 
relationship between man and his environment, the Kyoto Protocol, which 
would slow down the greenhouse effect, although ratified, may never be 
respected. We all know that the greenhouse effect endangers millions of animal 
and plant species and will cause ecological and meteorological cataclysms, the 
consequences of which we are already suffering. Our lack of courage is 
symptomatic of the catastrophe announced. And the rapidly changing situation 
will make our “ethicists ” always one step behind reality. Posthumanism will thus 
become the " historical victory" of the masculine, the victory of reason, the 
defeat of the anima and of nature in their disappearance. 


Artists and scientists are therefore engaged in a long process of decreation, of 
dematerialization, as the pixel gurus would say. All the great philosophical, 
religious, political, artistic and scientific theories have relied on a representation 
of man; equal men in democracy, enslaved men in dictatorship. For the bio- 
sciences, the body is indeed a malleable, modifiable representation of man; for 
cybernetics, man can merge with machine or vice versa, but never in the history 
of humanity have we had to deal with a representation of man that implies his 
physical disappearance. 


The "cyberdelia ", the "noosphere" thus illustrate the coming of a technetronic 
nirvana where the spirit will definitively supplant matter, the body. "What is really 
the elimination of man himself from the process which man has discovered and 
perfected, with its promised end of all struggles and all pursuits, if not the final 
escape of Buddha from the Wheel of the life ? Once complete and universal, 
complete automation (post-humanism) means total renunciation of life, and 
ultimately total extinction: the very retreat into the bosom of Nirvana which 
Prince Gautama depicted as the only means of deliverance. sorrow, pain and 
misfortune. (Mumford, The Myth of the Machine, T.II, 1974, p.307) 


“We are witnessing a deification of knowledge, that is to say “knowledge 
prevailing as a value over human life, which makes it possible to justify all the 
excesses of biological experiments.” (Drouin, 1989) 


“ Knowledge has been transformed with us into a passion which is not afraid of 
any sacrifice, and has basically only one fear, that of extinguishing itself... The 
passion for knowledge will perhaps destroy humanity. We may have arrived at 
the idea of humanity sacrificing itself, not on the altar of truth, but on the altar 


of knowledge 7 (Edelman, 1991) 


Thanks to science, to technology, modern man, this new demiurge, was to lead 
barbarous humanity to the Promised Land. Man sublimated his inferiority 
complex vis-a-vis God into a powerful deity complex: man will be the creator of 
the Universe, his Universe. He will create the machine in his own image: the 
divine order will be succeeded by the human order. Usurping the power of 
creation from God, Bacon, Descartes, Galileo, Newton, became the demiurges 
of modernity, the instigators of the "metaphysical coup" leading to the divination 
of man. The man became the idol of himself and the machine, his creation, the 
new religion, the mechanical conception of the Universe which will serve 
capitalism as the foundation of the dominant ideology of modernity. From now 
on "to live is to work to acquire, such is the credo of mechanical modernity. 


“With Picabia, Duchamps, the machine is still present as surrealist mechanicity, 
not as machinality, that is to say as the automatic reality of the modern world. 
Warhol, for his part, identifies purely and simply with the mechanical, which 
gives his images their contagious power. (...) This is why Warhol can be the 
scriptwriter of a perfect figuration, equal for all. All the images are good, since 
they also create an illusion. All the people are great, and the pictures we take 
of them are necessarily successful. It is the universal democracy of figuration. 
Warhol does just that: figuration. (...) The whole world, not only scenic and 
media, but political and moral is dedicated to figuration. It is a metaphysics of 
our modern world, which joins that of the unconditional simulacrum. (...) 
Because this is indeed the destiny of all our techniques: to make the world even 
more illusory. Warhol understood this, he understood that it is the machine that 
generates the total illusion of the modern world . (Jean Baudrillard, The Perfect 
Crime, Galilee, 1995) 


The deity complex thus as the psychological foundation of the totalitarian 
despot highlights the ontology of hegemonism, the demiurgic project of the 
decreation of the original model. It is here that the symbolism of artificial 
creatures from golem to cyborg merges as a totalitarian design of religion, art, 
science, politics. 


“We are neither gods nor rotten people, just human beings.” (Noah) 


And in many respects, this natural violence, with the passing of time, appears 
to us quite inoffensive, comparative observation assures us, compared to the 
foul cruelties and tortures that our species inflicts on its own members. We have 
to admit that, despite laws, codes, religions, states, reason and knowledge, we 
have failed miserably and are so ashamed that we only aspire to disappear. 


The common denominator of all these drifts is indeed the advent of the new 
man where everyone, the priest, the imam, the rabbi, the despot, the scientist, 
the politician, the artist, wants to recreate a second time the man in his image. 
Yet this fantasy of the magnified man is at the heart of all the totalitarian 
movements that have been the crusades, all-out genocides, Nazism, Stalinism, 
Maoism, economic ultra-liberalism, religious fundamentalism or biotechnical 
and computer fundamentalism and in many cases with the complicity of 
democratic governments. These psychopaths of the ultimate creation are 


indeed God-crazed. We are witnessing today a real race against time towards 
the deity of man, the most fundamental neurosis of man. This deity complex 
being the neurotic response of man alienated by religious dogmatism. 


The incessant and exaggerated use of the means of destruction available to 
the subject to fight God is what we will call the deity complex. The deity complex 
being a collective sublimation (deification) of our personal will to power. 
Through the deity complex, "the inhumanity of humanity", barbarism is 
actualized. As if by this neurosis the man had lost the secret which makes it 
possible to maintain the humanity of the man. As if our anxiety to exist were it 
that we declared war on life itself. Failing to be powerful, humanity begins to 
want to possess power through power, even if it means destroying itself. This 
"soteriological " neurosis of salvation leads the man/savior to his downfall. 


“From the point of view of existential analysis, to claim to 'be like God' is to 
condemn oneself to neurosis. (...) Man will be more and more seized with fever: 
he must prove to himself his necessity, his equality with God, his certainty that 
"without him, nothing is going any more": He overwhelms then always more 
charges, duties, demands, performance, multiplies fights and techniques, but 
thereby only increases his feelings of guilt, that multiply the reproaches he 
addresses to himself, and all this only because in his disgust at being only a 
man, he pursues an absurd goal. (Drewermann, 1996, p.10-11) 


This desire for power turns against the human, life in general to the point where 
he begins to dream of another world, of another life. There is then an inversion 
of values where the instinct of life is supplanted by the instinct of death; the risk 
of living becomes subject to the immobility of security which, under the pretext 
of improving man, tries to domesticate him, to submit him. Emptied of his 
existential content, man, this madman of god, becomes neurotic to the point of 
hoping for his transcendence in his own disappearance. To no longer have to 
contemplate nothingness, we throw ourselves into it. 


As if our anxiety to exist was such that we declared war on life itself. Failing to 
be powerful, humanity begins to want to possess power through power, even if 
it means destroying itself. This "soteriological " neurosis of salvation leads the 
man/savior to his downfall. The incessant and exaggerated use of the means 
of destruction available to the subject to fight God is what we will call the deity 
complex. The deity complex being a collective sublimation (deification) of our 
personal will to power. Through the deity complex, “the inhumanity of 
humanity”, barbarism is actualized. As if by this neurosis the man had lost the 
secret which makes it possible to maintain the humanity of the man. 


From the deification of man as the spiritual foundation of modernity to the 
demiurgic temptation, the step was easily taken: the deity complex (man-god, 
master of the world) would be to modernity what the demiurge (god, creator of 
universe) is in the archaic period. We can see here a transgression of the divine 
order: not only has modern man worked to master nature, he has also decided 
to model it in his own image; to become in turn a creator of universes. 


At the beginning of the last century, the scientific method succeeded in 
“ordering the mechanics” of the natural and social world; she also naturally 
sought to apply this method to the man himself. The new field of science 
research is now to recreate life in the laboratory with the utopian project of a 
new superhuman and uniform race. Uniformization, standardization will invade 
the field of human consciousness at the same rate as the standardization of 
nature. 


"One culture after another has forged its own response to this problem by 
producing types of ideals, and embodying them in an endless succession of 
models in the person of its gods, its heroes, its saints and its wise. But it turned 
out that none of these models or their variants were ever quite successful, never 
universally applicable. To speak only of the Greeks, neither Zeus, nor Apollo, 
nor Prometheus, nor Hephaestus, nor Heracles, nor Achilles, nor Odysseus 
meet all the needs. If we turn to the most conscious efforts of religion and 
philosophy to embody an ideal human type, we are equally confused in our 
choice: Confucianist, Taoist, Zoroastrian, Buddhist, Platonist, Stoic, the cynic, 
the Christian, the Mohammedan, all produced their own conceptions of the 
perfect man, largely as a defensive negation of the grosser types that had 
dominated ancient civilization. (...) | conclude that what this means is that the 
only effective way to approach this problem is the one that nature has long 
adopted: to provide the possibility of an infinite variety of biological and cultural 
types, since no single type, however rich, however gratifying, is capable of 
encompassing all the latent potentialities of man. No single culture, no single 
race, no single period can do more than produce new variations on this 
inexhaustible theme. (Mumford, The Myth of the Machine, t.Il, 1974, p.391) 


Since the Origins, the vocation of man was the search for balance between 
harmony and power, whereas, for half a millennium, the spirit of man has been 
oriented towards the excess of the only power. Let's not forget that the West 
spawned democracy but also colonialism, fascism, totalitarianism and the new 
technocracy. 


The technique does not create meaning, there are only abstractions, images, 
objects where the entire production process is erased in favor of consumption 
alone. We have gone beyond the “spectacle society ” to become the spectacle 
itself; player in a new world which is being improvised as technological 
discoveries are made. We are locked in an "artificial work " that we have 
patiently worked out for so many centuries. The "corpus " of the artificial work 
is simple but with multiple and complex consequences: man has always 
invented "technical" tools to replace himself or replace a deficient organ: the ax 
replacing the bare fist, therefore to take a closer look, to replace with inorganic 
objects (stone, iron) of the organic. In this sense, the post-humanism, post- 
biotic concept is both of prehistoric and modern origin, therefore timeless. 


All the development of the technique undoubtedly rests on the transfer of the 
properties and functions of the organic towards the inorganic because the 
properties of the inorganic let themselves be more easily discovered. Thus, we 
can easily reproduce organic nature with astonishing accuracy while our 
knowledge of the nature of life is downright deficient. It is therefore easier to 


imitate, to substitute the inorganic object for life; this is the essence of 
industrialization: replacing the worker (organic) by the machine (inorganic); this 
is the essence of post-humanism: creating post-biotic (inorganic) 
beings/concepts at the expense of biological (organic) life; in short, to affirm the 
“totalitarianism ” of thought, of mind over matter, like conceptual art. 


Liquidate the present in favor of a hypothesis. » 


“The danger of corpse factories and dungeons consists in this: today with the 
generalized demographic increase, with the ever-increasing number of men 
without fire or place, masses of people are constantly reduced to becoming 
superfluous, if we persist in conceiving our world in utilitarian terms. Political, 
social and economic events are everywhere tacitly in league with the totalitarian 
machinery designed to make men superfluous. (Hannah Arendh, The Origins 
of Totalitarianism, Seuil, 1972, p.201) 


The man out of existence is the homunculus attached to the current routines of 
the office, the factory, the laboratory, the school or the university, based on the 
sterile postulates of the power system of the megamachine. More than 
essentially political, totalitarianism is the principle of terror, is the expression of 
radical Evil which tends towards the complete destruction of humanity by 
proposing an identity of degraded man; it is a policy of annihilation of the 
individual. 


“Men must not be frightened, they must above all not understand that they are 
being made to work for the abolition of humanity — that is to say for their own 
disappearance. The living world has been so invested by capitalism in order to 
develop new spaces for the commodity that some of its possible consequences 
on humanity itself have ended up breaking through the wall of silence. (Dany- 
Robert Dufour The Man Modified by Liberalism, Le Monde Diplomatique, Paris, 
April 2005) 


Faced with this civilizing malaise, there is always a headlong rush. We are 
witnessing a race against time for the physico-psychic transformation of being 
by integrating the mechanical, cybernetic, quantum order no longer to 
participate in the civilization of the superman but to leave it as quickly as 
possible, to avoid catastrophe. disasters. Moreover, the idea is simple: after 
having demolished all the flattering mythologies of human illusions to reveal 
their imposture, after having irreparably destroyed his environment, after having 
discovered that the man of reason carries within him the ultimate atomic 
disaster, the man thus stripped is ready to accept any manipulation likely to 
save him. 


Applied science and art therefore have an appointment to finally actualize the 
old hermetic/alchemist dream as found in the seventeen Greek treatises of the 
Corpus Hermeticum where it is written that man can "become god" through 
knowledge . and to do this, it is necessary to become "a stranger" to the world 
(CH XIll, 1) in order to accomplish "the birth of the divinity" (XIII, 7) and the man 
thus regenerated will have an immortal body, he is “Son of God, the All in All. 
(XIll, 2) (Eliade, T-2, 1978) 


Everything is therefore in place to prepare the new anthropocentric theology 
(homocyberlogy) of the man/machine fusion, as prophesied by the artistico- 
cybernetic gurus and the big pundits of biotechnology. Here again, the same 
Paleolithic subterfuge (disguise), the same ruse of religions (simulacrum), to 
make us believe in desacralized art, typically human, cut off from all myth, from 
all religion: art for art's sake. 


Post-humanist art is the lie, the screen behind which hides the new magico- 
religio-metaphysical and neo-liberal alliance of mystical DNA and the 
resuscitated body thanks to the hermaphroditic and nanotechnologically 
immortal androgyny of post-humanism cybernetics. All these movements have 
as common denominator a messianic ideal of the art of redemption of the world 
and of man, of art warding off the misfortunes of history: science as 
soteriological art. 


Our individual deification will have been the continuum, with the help of religion, 
science, art, the state, the economy, the diversion of spirituality to the benefit 
of the theology of the domination of man-God as the basis of modernity and the 
deity complex will have been our fabulous neurosis. Need we remind you: the 
children of Descartes have the highest suicide rate in the world. The Incarnation 
of man, his divination in the total man leads irremediably to his loss, to his 
decreation: his de-genesis. 


“The original pre-individualistic harmony that reigned between man and nature 
and between man and woman has been replaced by conflict and struggle. Man 
suffers from this loss of his unity. He is alone and separated from his fellow man 
and from nature. His most passionate efforts tend to return to the world of union 
which was his before he "disobeyed." What he wishes is to renounce reason, 
self-awareness, responsibility and return to the womb, to his Mother Earth, to 
the darkness where the light of consciousness and knowledge does not yet 
shine. He wants to escape this freedom he has recently acquired and lose this 
consciousness which, precisely, makes him human. » 


"But he can't go back. Acts of disobedience, knowledge of good and evil, self- 
awareness are irreversible things. There is no way to go back. (...) Man creates 
himself in the historical process that began with his first act of freedom - the 
freedom to disobey, to say 'no'. This “corruption” is part of the very nature of 
human existence. (...) It can destroy itself or, on the contrary, progress towards 
the realization of a new harmony. » 


(...) “The harder a man's heart becomes, the less freedom he has to change, 
the more determined he is by his previous actions. But there comes a point of 
no return where the heart of man becomes so hard and heavy that he loses all 
possibility of freedom and finds himself forced to press on to the inevitable end. 
, which is ultimately his physical and spiritual destruction. (Erich Froom, “You 
Shall Be Like Gods” 1975) 


“The more a man wants to be on top, the more he feels inferior. ( Schultz- 
Hencke) 


Since Genesis, man has sought in the knowledge of good and evil to realize 
the promise of the Serpent: "You will be like Gods" Now our desire for deity is 
the origin of our radical evil which transforms us into devil and Earth into hell, 
our pandemonium. 


“Europe is certainly the continent where Plato, Saint Francis of Assisi, Vinci, 
Descartes, Pascal, Newton, Kant, Hegel Kierkegaard or Nietzsche were born, 
the one where Aeschylus, Dante, Saint John of the Cross lived; but it was also 
the scene of the crimes of Phalaris, Heliogabalus, Robespierre, Stalin and 
Hitler, not to mention the others or their present and future successors. 
Everything that was and remains, Europe swarmed in America, in Africa, in 
Asia, in Oceania for better and for worse. But it was from Europe that the all- 
powerful disciples of Prometheus, Hercules, Daedalus, Tantalus and Faust also 
left, all heroes of knowledge and power whom men asked to learn what would 


allow them to become “like Gods. (Jean Brun, L'Europe philosopher, p. 367 et 
seq.) 


No civilization, whether Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Jewish, Chinese, Aztec, 
Aboriginal, Ottoman, Arab, Western, could take off without a specific 
metaphysics and a representation of man in the Universe. All of our current 
artistic, scientific, religious, socio-political and economic movements are all 
remnants of a Western theology of domination. But we live, uniquely, in a 
civilization where the representation of man is associated with his 
disappearance as a species. We are entitled to wonder about the type of 
civilization that will be generated by this collusion. 


“Sometimes the world tires us. Our mind is confused because of him. 
Sometimes we find it too complicated. We don't know how to use it. Sometimes 
we feel like a stranger in him. Between him and us it does not go. Between him 
and us, it's absurd. We suffer from having only one too many people at our 
disposal, not to our advantage. He plays us a show in which we are not the 
main hero. He disappoints us. When the suffering goes too far, the intense 
desire to end it seizes us. We want to disappear because the world does not 
look enough like the other worlds we dream of inhabiting. (Bourdil, Other 
Worlds, 1999) 


The sciences and philosophies may explain to us what they can, but we suffer 
from an essential dissatisfaction. Deploring that the essence of humanity 
belongs to another, god, king and master, man constitutes the project of 
another world, even another humanity, to be its master, even if this past 
revolution was unrealistic. However, the man can play the poet. He can invent 
worlds foreign to the very idea of knowledge, made up of fantasies, dreams, 
utopias, inhabited by strange, passionate, monstrous characters, sovereignly 
free to say and think anything. This is the starting point of the imagination. 
(Bourdil, Other Worlds, 1999) 


“Man can only be fooled by himself. ( Emerson) 


This is how man becomes the director of his world. Remember Durer who 
painted himself as the Savior in a self-portrait (1493) or Gauguin who uses the 
same stratagem in Christ in Yellow. We are witnessing an incredible autofiction 
where man “transfigures his existence and his identity, in an unreal story, 
indifferent to verisimilitude. Humanity then projects itself into a heroic tale, a 
kind of fantastic auto-fabulation. (Colonna, Autofiction & other literary 
mythomanias, 2004, p.75-77) 


We then ask dreams, arts, books, theater, cinema, science, religions, 
philosophies, to transform the world. Everything is going well until the day when 
the imaginary seeks to extend its practical domination over reality. We then 
witness the war of the worlds, that is to say the battle between two neurotic 
imaginations, that between an illusory world in the image of God versus a world 
in the image of a superman, just as illusory, both finding their existential 
purpose in their fictitious sky, paradise for one and cybersky for the other. 


“At the beginning as at the end of the religious history of humanity, we find the 
same nostalgia for Paradise. If we take into account the fact that nostalgia for 
Paradise can also be deciphered in the general religious behavior of man in 
archaic societies, we are entitled to suppose that the mythical memory of a 
beatitude without history haunts humanity. from the moment when man became 
aware of his situation in the Cosmos. (Eliade, Aspect of the Myth, 1963) 


On the other hand, “all religious apocalypses are all based on a moral judgment 
on the corrupt character of the world.” This is Kant's answer to the question why 
men expect an end of the world: the corruption of man. 


“The world deserves to last only insofar as the rational beings who populate it 
conform to the final goal of their existence; from the moment that this goal risks 
not being achieved, the creation itself seems to them without object, like a play 
devoid of any denouement and which does not make it possible to recognize a 
rational intention. (Kant, The End of All Things, p. 314) 


The Apocalypse is therefore the fable of man ashamed of himself and of his 
existential failure. Having taken the place of God under the benevolent eye of 
the "enlightenment" of modernity, man found a rational intention consistent with 
the final goal of his existence: progress. The end of the apocalyptic world of 
theologies was relegated to an archaic superstition unworthy of modern 
thought. Until the day... when man, this fallen god, fell back to earth when he 
was joined by the events of his own tragedy. This time, man was overwhelmed 
by disasters no longer divine but by those he himself caused. The 20th cenuy 
has just become acquainted with typically human totalitarian ideologies without 
the pretext of a vengeful god. Man has always tended to drift towards totalitarian 
utopias; fin-de-siécle posthumanism replacing Bolshevism, Fascism and 
Nazism as a social utopia. 


We now know that post-humanism is the final utopia of patriarchy and 
represents the finality of biological man, ending the cycle of physical evolution 
of species as described by Darwin. We also know that the concept of the 
machine body since the Renaissance has made it possible to desacralize the 
primitive body to better subject it to the demiurgic manipulations of science and 
that the cyborg is indeed a reality of our time. Even if the extraordinary 
advances in medicine, neuroscience, pharmacology and orthopedics subject to 
codes of ethics and strict research protocols have their raison d'étre in allowing 
thousands of individuals to have a comfortable life and to superior quality, it is 
undeniable that totalitarian excesses, albeit marginal today, are also at work. 


We have also seen that man has always sought to improve his condition and 
even to glimpse that "true life" was elsewhere than on earth: paradise, nirvana, 
cyberspace, etc. So much so that it is impossible to understand the stakes of 
post-humanism without grasping its theological and metaphysical dimension. 


We now know that since the great ancient civilizations, the notion of the sacred 
body in harmony with the universe has degraded to the point of becoming an 
object of corruption and responsible for human misfortune. In all major religions, 


the flesh and blood body is a problem. It is this observation that allows us to 
grasp the metaphysical aspect of post-humanism. 


We had to go back to the religion of Mesopotamia long before Zarathustra and 
the ancient dualistic religion of the ancient Persians with its god of good Ahura- 
mazda and its god of evil Ahriman and their eternal struggle which divides the 
whole world in two: the day and night, the pure and the impure, the soul and 
the body, man and woman... For 4,000 years, the Bible , then the New 
Testament and finally the Koran , has presented us with nothingness, the 
afterlife as the only acceptable reality. Life is a disease, the flesh is despised 
there and the tormented man seeks revenge and transforms “in hatred of the 
earth what was love of life and earthly things. The body is the source of evil, the 
universal tempter, it is the body which is vitiated, distorted, and keeps the trace 
of original sin. The body is the corrupter; a principle of malignity lives in him. He 
is therefore the devil in his body, while the spirit corresponds to the divine. 
Descartes, thereafter, perpetuated this dualism by “logically ” separating the 
body from the spirit, worse by transforming the body into machine to finally find 
its finality in the complete abnegation. 


Of all the ancient writings, Manichaeism makes a phenomenal comeback via 
post-humanism at the beginning of the third millennium where it is still the 
struggle between body and mind that dominates. Let us remember that Mani 
demanded the complete disappearance of the human creature, it is necessary 
that man annihilates all link with matter because the world is abandoned to evil 
and contaminates, infects man himself with the same “ disease . Faced with 
such a prospect, it would have been better if the man had not existed. 


These ideas are found among the Greeks with Plato (427-347) who treats the 
body as a coffin (soma/sema) then with Paul of Tarsus who invents the notion 
of “flesh” (sarx, meat) and certain Gnostics. (Deschamps, Body hated and 
adored, p.51 and 70) 


But the current of somatophobia is much broader. This disgust for the body is 
extended to everything that participates in corporeal nature: the woman who 
tempts man, the savages who are only their body, the horrible, disgusting and 
diabolical animals, the nature which harbors evil spirits, the earth and all that it 
produces of life. This hatred of the body essentially manifests itself in a general 
persecution of life. 


Exactly what postmodern cyberculture demands: the spirit (the soul) alone 
deserves to be saved from the decay of the biological, delivered from the fatality 
of the mortal body. Once the hermetic mists of esoteric signs have dissipated, 
we can finally lift the veil in full daylight and enter the secret sanctuary where 
perfect knowledge dissipates all mystery: post-humanism is a universe without 
mystery, pure logos, post-modern version of the ancient Manichaeism that has 
become the way of thinking of our time. 


“We 're tired of man! ( Nietzsche) 


"After two thousand years of Platonic-Christian assaults on the body and the 
passions, anathema thrown on its essence, human desire has gradually turned 
against itself, to engage in reverse in its tendency naturally affirming and 
creative, in the panicked and worried flight from another life, another world, 
immutable, paradisiacal, eternal. (Louis Godbout, Have you met Nietzsche 
today? Le Devoir, 2000) 


Destroy everything rather than continue like this and finally disappear into 
cyberspace/heaven. We are truly devastated. So we might as well end it once 
and for all. No more revolt, depressions, wars, hatred; finally the bliss of the 
inorganic nodsphere. 


“All the drives tend to reconstitute what existed. An instinct would only be the 
expression of a tendency inherent in any living organism and which pushes it 
to reproduce, to re-establish a previous state which it was obliged to give up 
under the influence of external disturbing forces... The state prior, original of the 
living would be the non-living, and it follows for Freud that the last goal of the 
drive is the return to the inorganic. (...) The self, so to speak, wants nothing 
other than its rest. (...) All the drives are therefore situated under the "principle 
of nirvana" and tend to "the suppression of internal tension"; the death drive 
(Thanatos) or the life drive (Eros) are now oriented towards the stability of the 
inorganic and become the expression of an aspiration “of all living beings to 
return to the rest of the inorganic world. ( Drewermann/Freud, Evil, 1996, p.214) 


It is urgent to understand that all theologies of domination focused primarily on 
the enslavement of nature are a dead end. All peoples have doubtless 
conceived dominating religions, but the operation seems to have failed 
everywhere. Because all the languages and writings that transcribe knowledge 
from generation to generation, whether the Upanisads, Taoism, Buddhism, 
Egyptian, Sumerian, Greek mythologies, African, Amerindian, Aboriginal 
cosmogonies, the Koran, the Bible , the Torah including science and philosophy 
are only fragmented and poetic accounts of a mystery that will always surpass 
us, the universe being expanding and therefore in perpetual transformation. So 
that “our reason has limits. (Kant). This will be the case with post-humanism 
and its post-biological utopia. 


“When nature becomes the property of man, it ceases to be immanent to him. 
It is his on the condition of being closed to him. If he puts the world in his power, 
it is insofar as he forgets that he himself is the world: he denies the world but it 
is himself who is denied. Everything in my power (nature, woman, slave) 
announces that | have reduced what is similar to me to no longer exist for its 
own end but for an end that is foreign to it. Thus man undergoes the ricochet 
effect of his own alienation by becoming a stranger to himself, alienated in a 
world which he himself has enslaved; where he allows his line of conduct to be 
dictated by his own creations. (Battle, Complete Works, 1957) 


“We live forever in the shadow of an arrogant hoax. » 


Never has god been so alive since he was pronounced dead. Cyberspace is 
filled with cybergods like in the days of polytheistic societies, like so many 
promises of a future cybersky. This whole philosophy of biological 
transcendence, this post-humanism, is still nourished by the same sources as 
in the past. This postmodern concept draws generously from this immense 
reservoir of archaic and religious mythologies. And it is through esotericism, 
that is to say by behaving like a sect of initiates who have deciphered the secret 
codes that post-humanism operates the junction with historical religions. 


But let's never forget that cyberspace, like all universal myths, does not exist, 
that it is a landscape of the "Western " mind obsessed with its electronic 
creations. In all cultures and all times, the stories sung or told concealed 
mysterious and abstract places, such as cyberspace, where hallucinations and 
collective memories mingled. What the philosophers of post-humanism present 
to us as the cyberheaven is in fact a place which was described by Homer, VII 
centuries BC, as Hades, "the invisible place, eternally without exit, where the 
souls, lost in the Darkness (cyberspace), consciously agreed to pervert. It is the 
total, definitive, irremediable failure of human existence. » (Dictionary of 
symbols, p.405-406) 


“This invisible place eternally without exit” is it not this famous cyberspace 
where the souls, like the images of a video-installation, turn in a loop; where 
history “closes the loop”, finally digitized, sampled, endlessly recycled and 
endlessly transcribed. Imagine the “me ” digitized in audiovisual wave. 


“ Looping is characteristic of a story being read at top speed as if captured by 
optical scanning. It can be recomposed, transcribed or cloned according to a 
dominant metamorphosis ...( ...) Roland Barthes once declared that “endless 
repetition is the dominant ideological form. (Arthur and Marilouise Kroker, in 
Aesthetics of Media Arts, p.431) 


All art has a religious foundation and the post-humanist is no exception. Post- 
humanism positions itself as universal salvation while it only expresses a partial 
and downright restricted perspective, confined to the technological West. There 
is no other authentic dialogue with the other visions of other cultures, on the 
contrary there is a break when, from the outset, other civilizations are offered 
the only Western model as a guarantee of prosperity, knowing that the planet 
earth does not have the resources to support it. Our attempt to reduce well- 
being to development, even sustainable development, to divide the surface of 
the earth into economic zones are among the main reasons for our impasse. 


“Transforming the world, intervening, is a responsibility and therefore a holy 
mission for Westerners. We cannot blame him for following his nature, his 
“dharma ”: civilizing, evangelizing, developing, advocating for human rights and 
their application throughout the world, in a word, an artisan of peace. But the 
problem is that he tends to “identify the limits of his own worldview with the 
human horizon itself. He feels threatened by any social order or value system 
other than his own. He then sees in others only primitives to be civilized, pagans 


to be evangelized, underdeveloped people to be developed, oppressed people 
to be liberated. (...) The "others " only appear to him as voids to be filled, wax 
for his flame of rights and justice. The question only rarely comes to his mind: 
“what if Reality goes far beyond not only the interpretation that the West gives 
of it but the experience that Man himself as a whole has or can have of it? Or 
could it be that the West feels threatened in its "power " by the different reality 
of the other? " As if he did not accept deep down " to be confronted by the other 
with the limits of the West, its values, its critical reason, its cosmology, 
anthropology and philosophy of life. (...) This is perhaps the reason why he 
absolutizes his otherwise brilliant values of: God, Man, Person, Autonomy, 
Democracy, Human Rights. He does not want to take his place in the universe. 
He wants the whole place. (Robert Vachon, Interculture, notebook 144, p. 24- 
25, 2003) 


It is unfortunately in this perspective of the neo-colonialist West that modern 
technocracy is located. Power is vested not in God, but in a megamachine 
which manages a complex system of interventions and parameters where all 
(teachers, scholars, priests, politicians, artists, citizens) work in the same 
unilateral direction i.e. in the sense that wants Capital. Capital as megamachine 
commands and experts and politicians propose and vote the inevitable laws of 
its progress. People can't even decide what's good for them anymore, because 
they don't know it, or rather, we've left it up to the experts to decide for us. The 
megamachine always confronts us with a fait accompli, just like with the drug 
Vioxx, GMOs and other processed foods. It's take it or leave it and since we 
don't have the choice to heal ourselves and nourish ourselves... We forget that 
life questions us as much about our actions as we can question it about its 
meaning. 


“We would like to emphasize that liberal democracy, which is now recognized 
as the best of regimes, is fragile, subject to excesses, and that circumstances 
no longer allow us, in this matter, the slightest error of judgment. One would 
like to suggest that the most prosperous part of the planet is spoiling the only 
model, for the time being, of overcoming the totalitarian temptation to which fear 
and misery lead elsewhere. If it should appear to the inhabitants of other nations 
who are seeking their way, that life under our skies is no more worth living; that 
the air we breathe, literally and metaphorically, may be sweet but rarefied, and 
in the long run no more breathable; that we leave fallow the land conquered by 
freedom and that our democracy is, for this reason, more apparent than real; 
that we surrender our conscience to the direction of the experts; that our 
thoughts are mechanisms and our acts, gestures; that our ability to create is no 
more than an ability to produce; that "human rights" and "the duty to interfere" 
are only incantations intended to serve as alibis for our ability to act; in short, 
that the absence of the yoke on our necks is justified only by the disappearance 
of necessity, it is probable that the cycle of despair, which began at the 
beginning of the 20th °e"” (in the West), will reopen in the 21st century "the 
rest of the world, with the means of final destruction.” (Slama, The exterminating 
angelism, 1993, p.14) 


“I feel a great fear within me. ( Podesta) 


Western post-humanism is a fable that smacks of fantasy. The man has always 
preferred the narration of the story to philosophical reflection. Such is the 
"scandal " of the trial and death of Socrates: the first "democratic" society chose 
to sacrifice "the wisest of men" and thereby condemned philosophy. Not really, 
rather, philosophy has been put back in its place as a particular form of narrating 
the world. Although demanding, it rubs shoulders with epic, dramatic, religious, 
mythical, poetic, theatrical and romantic discourse. But the man has always 
preferred the ease of the story to the arduous search for the truth. Because the 
man is above all a poet. He likes to invent worlds made up of fantasies, dreams, 
utopias, worlds inhabited by strange, passionate, often monstrous characters, 
interchangeable universes in tune with the latest scientific knowledge and the 
advancement of knowledge. Thus under the post-humanist accounts hide the 
same mythical stories which have helped man to live since the dawn of time. 
The post-humanist narrative is a new attempt to give meaning to what has 
none. 


“The truth is that we don't want the truth. ( Hentsch) 


Long before the first philosophical writings of ancient Greece, long before 
Egyptian hieroglyphics and Sumerian writing, the word of the tale, the poetry of 
songs were the oral accounts of a sacred story, guardians of human memory. 
This is the undeniable strength of the story. Neither philosophy, nor theology, 
nor science have always been, the narrative, yes. The story is from all times 
and is transmitted from generation to generation as a legacy, a tradition that 
does not allow any other interpretation, especially not that of " philosophical 
truth " Man has always crowned the story with the illusion that makes 
consensus at the expense of reality. (Hentsch, Telling and Dying 2002) 


What the 20th °°" reveals to us: it is all the psychological, social and political 
mess of the story of the Mesopotamian fall adopted and adapted under new 
names, that this same story is contingent on the whole history of humanity, the 
pinnacle of our collective psychosis that we still manage so little to control 
today. The invention of the cosmic fall of souls on earth, therefore the creation 
of the soul, was undoubtedly perceived as an extraordinary revelation: man had 
a cosmic origin. But in doing so, our ancient ancestors introduced an 
immemorial duality between the heavenly, pure soul and the earthly, impure 
body. 


“As soon as man gives himself a celestial and even stellar origin, he can only 
despise his body. He feels alien to his body and of divine kinship. » 
(Deschamps, Body hated and adored, p.226) 


The different theosophies and theologies thought up by an elite have thus 
invented a whole range of subterfuges in order “to deprive the modest man of 
his own thoughts and to make them rather loudspeakers repeating repetitive 
slogans and automatons in the service of collective passions. (Hartmann) Like 
the primitive esoteric sects, a whole magico-religious language is still in place 
today; works of art become obscure, incomprehensible, scientific knowledge 


becomes hyper-specialised, elitist, impenetrable, a language reserved for 
initiates only, incomprehensible to the understanding of the greatest number. 


Thus the initiates of post-humanism in their attempts to "do something new'" still 
repeat the same old formulas of ancient Manichaeism "relifted" and served up 
in the fashion of the day. Thus all these stories that we like to tell ourselves 
about our future cyberascension, are only simulacra of the ancient saviors to 
make us forget the destruction of nature, the tears in the community of men and 
the inequalities between the Western technocratic elite and the masses. 
laborious exploited as in the time of the great Sumerian and Egyptian empires. 


It is clear that from Sumer religions of enslavement were created for political 
purposes. The power of the gods compensates for the too obvious human 
weakness by legitimizing a royal power capable of resisting conflicts and other 
forces of disintegration acting against it. Let's not forget that violence between 
individuals, between clans and families was always likely to destabilize the 
regime. It was therefore necessary “to establish a power over men, recognized 
by men, exercised by men, but reinforced and guaranteed by the gods. 
(Hatzfeld, The Roots of Religion, 1993, p. 219) 


“The rationale for social control in the modern world was old: human beings are 
sinners, that is why evil and suffering exist on earth. Human beings are sinners 
because original sin separated them from God; (...). This was the source of all 
other separations: patriarchy, authority, hierarchy, the division of humanity into 
leaders and led, owners and workers, the separation of each individual from the 
other. (Greil Marcus, Lipstick Traces, 1998) 


“Neither Fault nor Saviour. We don't have to be saved from a fault that 
doesn't exist. » 


We live under the sign of a non-existent fault, forged from scratch, more than 
30 centuries ago, by power-hungry Mesopotamian priests. Original sin is a 
theological invention for the purpose of political control of the masses, the 
grandest diversion of life. It is hard to imagine that the Mesopotamian fall 
caused a profound change in instinctual life; a veritable metaphysical 
petrification. We will have to admit one day that the invention of this original fall, 
without being the sole cause of psychopathologies, nevertheless conceals 
within it numbers of neuroses, perversions, psychoses and is responsible for 
the existential malaise of man . Even more, to know that the fault is at the 
service of a fundamentally despotic project of enslavement of populations as a 
survival strategy. 


Like this hatred of life, post-humanism, the “neo -Mesopotamian” Gnostic 
philosophy par excellence, has destruction at its heart and in its blood. Against 
the world, it opposes an anti-world, cyberspace and declares a ruthless war 
against life like the biblical religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam) where human 
destiny is subject to a future life outside of its biology . . If, as historians claim, 
"Western history begins in Sumer in Mesopotamia", then post-humanism is the 
logical conclusion of the negative thinking that emerged from the 
Mesopotamian fall that was passed down from generation to generation 


through countless cultures for nearly four thousand years. This hatred of life 
has put humans out of play and consequently, a myriad of ideologies of death 
have been able to proliferate. 


“The matter is metaphysical but above all ethical. (...) Schopenhauer believes 
that an asceticism, a hatred turned against oneself, is the only future of pure 
wickedness, a future turned and reversed, a future which denies and expiates. 
(...) Wickedness leads to hating, and it is the vestibule that leads to the exit, to 
the last phase of a philosophical existence: that which will consist in hating 
oneself, denying oneself as an individual. Wickedness would be the last level 
of Calvary, beyond which the effort to live stops, and where the effort to no 
longer live begins, in order to kill life in itself. » (Frangois Guery, Hatred and 
destruction, 2002, p.31-51) 


None other than Camus was able to underline with Caligula the drama of the 
man too duped by social and political alienations. Caligula, a reasonable and 
good ancient emperor, first sought to make his people happy. But the premature 
death of his sister Drusilla led him towards the Gnostic Manichaeism that was 
very popular in Roman times: the world as it is is no longer bearable. Caligula 
will become cruel and cynical and sow boundless hatred towards beings and 
the world. The absurdity of life makes happiness impossible; “So | need 
something that may be insane but not of this world. (Camus, Caligula, p.110) 


“Idle energy turns against itself and causes forms of self-destruction to arise 
within life. “A situation of extreme tension is then created in which the individual 
struggles. A greater discontent and, again and more and more, the need to get 
rid of it. There is a name for this: the disease of life (post-humanism). Sick life, 
unable to fulfill itself, to fulfill itself, then tends to find no way out except in flight. 
“The escape into exteriority (mass media or cyberspace) in which it is a 
question of fleeing oneself and thus of getting rid of what one is, of the weight 
of this discomfort and this suffering. This is a characteristic feature of the empire 
of the disease of life in our postmodern world. “The flight from oneself is the title 
under which we can store almost everything that happens before our eyes. » 
(...) For the unused energy of life, it is a question of trying to get rid of itself, of 
forgetting itself as life, of disappearing: of dying. Not of a physical death, but 
more essentially still, of not living one's life, of dying as presence in the world, 
as Presence to oneself, of disappearing in the flow of the inconsistent and the 
unreal of another life ...” (Serge Carfantan / Michel Henry, Philosophy and 
spirituality, lesson 90, p.7, http://sergecar.club.fr) 


This process of disintegration would be the consequence of the modern 
“decline of the great narratives” put in place since the 17th °°" : precedence 
of the individual over the community, mastery of nature, supremacy of capitalist 
production/consumption, ideology of technical progress and scientific, all 
forming a single thought likely to bring together the members of society. 
However, all these great stories are still experiencing major dysfunctions, just 
think of the situation of human rights in the world in decline and what about that 
of women, the financial crisis caused by uncontrolled capitalism and the 
dramatic consequences of a conception of the physical world seen strictly as a 
reservoir of raw materials. 


At the psychological level, the atomic bomb of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the 
Germanic extermination camps have left indelible and harmful traces in the 
mind of man. Other wars and genocides have also called into question the very 
principles of humanism and have contributed to the growth of ambient cynicism 
towards the great fundamental structures of our societies. 


Since the time we have been teaching, since the time we read books, 
magazines and newspapers, since the time we watch documentaries and 
period films, deep down we know perfectly well that everything is going to fuck 
up camp, that we are sad to death and that, we are satisfied with it. 


The philosopher Hannah Arendt, in 1963, already foresaw, in her essay The 
conquest of space and the dimension of man , that the more man projects 
himself into space, the more humanist perspectives will undergo cybernetic 
attacks from which “the considerable backwardness today of social and political 
development in comparison with techno-scientific progress. » 


Whether post-humanist utopias are feasible or not ultimately matters little for 
the present moment. On the other hand, the story they imply is essential and 
the distressing observation: the earth's ecosystem is impoverished day by day, 
its atmosphere is deteriorating, human populations have already reached their 
threshold limit, so if man indulges in self-depreciation psychologically while 
degrading his biological world to the point of no return; then the post-humanist 
will become reality. This is why it pours into the ecstasy of the sublime and 
presents itself as a new theology because the danger of a suicidal humanity is 
very real. 


“Humanity has become alien enough to itself to manage to experience its 
own destruction as a first-rate aesthetic enjoyment. ( Walter Benjamin) 


“The majority of contemporary currents have a fundamental impulse in 
common: the escape from “here” to “elsewhere”, out of the present into another 
era. Escape in other directions tended, in the form of historicism and archaism, 
towards an idealized past; and, under that of futurism, towards a future 
conceived as a totally soulless technocracy. We come to the conclusion that 
our civilization of humanism has become a fixed "archetype", and that there 
would then be no other alternative, if we see things biologically, but death or 
mutation. . » 


limits. History is a product of the human mind constructed so that events can 
be measured against the scale of human purposes and strengths. In events like 
the ones we are experiencing today, it seems that this no longer applies; and 
this feeling is the basis of the impression that we have that “the times are over’, 
that we have entered an era on the margins of history. This world on the fringes 
of history that Hamlet glimpsed for a moment in the mirror of his lost soul: a 
dislocated world. » 


“In what, then, does the duty dictated by the present situation of humanity and 
civilization? The answer to this question results directly from the diagnosis 
formulated in the preceding chapters, insofar as we recognize its accuracy. We 
are threatened with a universal catastrophe of which we cannot know if and 
when it will occur, nor what will be the outcome. But what we do know is that it 
is in line with certain evolutionary trends that we can currently observe and that 
we would therefore have to stop or divert before the threat becomes 
unavoidable. ( de Man, Thomas, Age of the masses, ch. art and psychosis) 


The contemporary development of technosciences represents a fundamental 
challenge for man through this power of transformation that they develop. 
Because the use of science and technology has already led to fatal excesses 
for man, it is now necessary to determine whether there are limits that should 
not be crossed but to which new technologies are inexorably approaching. And 
if there is a limit, it seems to be in the use of these technologies with respect to 
man and his living environment. Originally, science was perceived as a tool for 


understanding man and his environment, whereas now the technosciences are 
actions on him and on the world. It is then necessary to reflect on the cause of 
such a change in the conception that man has of himself and of what he can or 
must do. It is a question of measuring what upheavals, not only scientific but 
also political and cultural, are to be expected. 


Once we have determined the direction of the current against which we have 
to swim, we know at the same time the opposite direction that we must take. 
Neither beast nor god, man compensates for his incompleteness by fraternal 
union with the other; it is the law of the polis , the city so dear to the Greek, 
place of convergence of multiple beings, individualized while forming a 
community. Quite the opposite of cyberspace where the spirits that compose it 
are condemned as in animal societies to reproduce the same collective 
behavior because it is impossible to escape the rule. 


In short we are condemned to action if not, then become evanescent like the 
ether and dare the ultimate transgression, this is the mandate that falls to us. It 
is not a question of playing the technophobic Cassandra, but rather of quickly 
deciphering the "secret " codes of the messianic techno-shamanist 
presentations, because let us not forget: "any "transcendentalist" ideology 
which promises an "exit from history, an overcoming of death" contains the 
germ of an apocalypse which would be its apotheosis. (Haraway quoted in 
Virtual Speed, p.27) 


In short, the only question that remains: how far are we ready to let 
technoscience define our destiny? 


Epilogue 
THE DE -GENESIS 


“There was once a star on which intelligent animals invented knowledge. It was 
the most arrogant and lying minute in universal history: but it was only a minute. 
Barely a few sighs of nature and the star froze, intelligent animals had to die. » 


Nietzsche, The Book of the Philosopher, 1873 
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